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PREFACE, 



BY THE EDITOit. 



A Theological Review highly esteemed on the 
Continent — the '* Archives du Christianisme,'' — 
commences an article in its number for May, 
1824, on a work of one of the Genevese di- 
vines, with the following observations : — '* It 
is a happy circumstance,'^ says the writer, ** for 
a Church to observe among her junior members, 
the spread of that spirit of charity and of zeal, 
which entitles her to entertain the highest 
hopes of the rising generation. But, perhaps, 
it is an advantage by no means less deserving 
of her regard, to be able to boast among 
her older leaders, men who may be justly 
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called the patriarchs of the faith. This remark 
applies, with peculiar force, to the important 
period in which we live. Those grey-headed 
men who have been found faithful amidst the 
general corruption, exhibit a brilliant attesta- 
tion to the faith which, in their infancy, they 
received from their fathers. They stand forth 
as witnesses, that those divine principles of our 
religion, which, though new champions pro- 
claim them with new zeal, so far from being, 
as the world would term them, novelties, 
are, on the contrary, no other than the old 
Gospel ground which our ancestors have trod- 
den before us. Such veterans in the service of 
Christianity, a remnant of whom is found in the 
bosom of every Church, serve as links to connect 
the epoch, which, Jjeginning at the Reformation, 
expired amidst the disorders that darkened the 
clo^ng years of the last century, with the new 
era which, taking its birth from that disastrous 
crisis, and fertilized and secured by the diffu- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



xm 



sion of genuine scriptural principles, promises 
to disseminate Christianity through the world, 
with a purity and copiousness such as have 
hitherto been unknown to the ^Church. Their 
apostolic influence is yet needed among us, to 
restrain the excesses of a zeal not, perhaps, 
always sufficiently enlightened ; to set before 
their younger brethren lessons such as it would 
not be possible for them to receive with too 
much earnestness ; and to instriTct every class 
by their example and their precepts, that the 
spirit with which God endues his servants is a 
' spirit of power,' indeed, but ' of love ' also, 
and * of a sound mind/ " 

The writer then proceeds to particularize the 
Church of Geneva as peculiarly happy in being 
enabled to number in the lists of her leading 
members, not a few of those justly venerated 
men who, after having explored the fields of 
science, come and place the treasures which 
their labours have collected there at the foot of 
the Cross of Christ. At the head of these ve- 
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nerable teachers he names James Louis Pes- 
CHIER— a name no less dear to the churches of 
France than to that of the Genevese republic ; 
having pronounced a just eulogy upon the 
extent and profundity of erudition by which he 
is distinguished— and of which a remarkable 
proof is given — the reviewer adds that in the 
character of M. Peschier the humility of the 
Chistian is yet still more conspicuous than 
the learning of the professor. 

On account of a painful weakness of sight, 
with which he has been afflicted for many 
years past, M, Peschier has been obliged to 
confine himself to extemporaneous preaching ; 
to this circumstance it is owing that the Editor 
has to regret his being unable to enrich the 
present selection with any discourse of the pro- 
fessor's composition. 

To those acquainted with Geneva, the reputa- 
tion of Gellerier is equally well known. Five 
generations have been edified by the pious and 
afiectionate lessons of this excellent divine; 
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and in the minds of the oldest as .well as the 
youngest of bis fellow citizens, whatever sug- 
gests the idea of goodness, greatness of mind^ 
sound piety, and Christian benevolence, is asso- 
ciated with his name. Unassuming, disinte- 
rested, and without the least particle of worldly 
ambition, the Rev. J. I. S. Cellerier devoted 
thirty years of his life to the care of a country 
parish, only occasionally preaching at Geneva; 
and when at length he was prevailed upon to 
retire upon a small pension, and to transfer his 
labours to his son, he still chose to remain 
among the flock over whom he had presided. 
The son proved himself not unworthy of such a 
father. He was some time after called to the 
chair of the professor of Hebrew, at Geneva, on 
which occasion he was succeeded by M. Gaus- 
SEN, who has ever since continued to tread in 
the path marked out for him by bis revered 
predecessor and friend. 

The Editor, whose design in this volume is 
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to introduce to the acquaintance of the English 
reader as many of the celebrated members of 
the Genevese church as its narrow limits will 
admits cannot adopt a better mode of conveying 
some idea of the successors of M. Cellerier, 
than by quoting a few passages froiH the fare- 
well sermon addressed to his village congrega- 
tion in 1816, by that excellent man himself. 
^* You regret," he says, alluding to his son, 
*' the loss of the young minister who was my 
immediate successor amongst you. He was bom 
amongst you ; his earnest wish was to live and 
die with you, and to repay your affection, by 
proving that he felt the most tender concern 
for your spiritual and eternal welfare. His 
hope of being useful has, however, been di- 
repted into another channel ; and it is with 
heartfelt sorrow that he sees himself under the 
necessity of leaving you after so short a period, 
and of submitting to those superior orders 
which, under divine Providence, call him to 
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supply the wants of the Church in another 
manner. 

** That Providence, ever merciful, gives you 
in his room another self, the friend of his 
heart, a man mighty in the Scriptures; one 
who, like his Master, will speak to you with 
authority ; one who has the inestimable gift of 
awakening, of inspiring, of elevating the soul ; 
whose heart ahready yearns after you; who, 
worthy to be the organ of God's. word, will 
preach it to you in the same sublime purity in 
which he received it. He comes amongst you in 
the happy season of his youth— to you he makes 
an offering of the first fruits of those eminent 
talents which are treasured up in his mind — ^he 
places wholly at your disposal a rich deposit 
of high and unadulterated feelings, fed and'sup- 
ported by faith. To him, with unbounded 
confidence, which he will not fail to justify, we 
resign the awful charge of your souls, hitherto 
entrusted to us." 

b \ 
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Eight years of a vigilant and successful mi- 
nistry have fully justified the proud hopes en- 
tertained of M. Gaussen by his venerated friend, 
still a daily witness of his zealous and assi- 
duous labours to promote the cause of truth. 

From the four admirable volumes of sermons 
published by M. Gellerier, the Editor hai^ se* 
lected one only, (Sermon I.) His selection would 
probably have been less limited, had he not 
known that the Rev^ Dr. Luscombe, who, dur- 
ing a residence of many years in France, has had 
ample opportunities of acquiring a knowledge 
of the Protestant clergy of that kingdom, and 
of the excellent publications which they have 
sent into the world, has included several of the 
discourses of this author in a work which will 
appear about the same time, and which was 
undertaken with the same object as the Editor's 
compilation^ 

Of Mr. Gaussen's composition the reader will 
find a specimen in Sermons III. and IV. ; and 
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he will also be enabled to form an idea of the 
talents and piety of the younger Gellerier 
from Sermon XII. which was kindly communi-» 
cated to the Editor by the author himself. 

Another name, not less entitled to the respect 
of the friends of religion, which is associated 
with these in the present volume, (see Sermon 
II.) is that of the Rev. C. E. F. MouliniIs; 
who, in the course of forty years of unremitted 
public service, has employed himself in the 
publication of a variety of tracts and theological 
works, which, altogether, may be regarded as 
a complete course of divinity. Thus, his inten- 
tion in his '^Lettres h une Mhre Chritienne,'' was 
to lead men to embrace the truths of the Gospel, 
by showing them the dignity of their nature, 
and their relations with the Almighty. (An 
abridgment of this work was afterwards pub- 
lished under the title of ^^ Moyen de cormoitre 
Dieu'') Shortly after this work, M. Moulini6 
published his " Instructions et Meditations sur 

b2 
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Jisus Christ r the object of which is, to consider 
our Lord in all the various respects in which 
he is represented to us in revelation. In 
another tract — *^ Enseignement graduel des VSritis 
religieuses par JSsus Christ et les Ap6tres'\ — he 
lays down the basis upon which is founded our 
faith in the mysteries of the Gospel ; while, in 
t\ie '' Chaine des Viritis Evangiliqws,'' these 
truths are presented ia a series, so as to 
form a complete system of belief. But 
a most important topic remained yet to 
be discussed — the existence of evil, and the 
fallen condition of mankind. After having 
slightly touched upon the subject in his " Pro- 
menades Philosophiques et Religimses aux En- 
virons du Mont Blanc, au Jura, et dT Hospice du 
Grand St. Bernard,' M. Moulini6 undertook a 
more specific and regular discussion of this 
question in his ^' Legons de la Parole de Dieu 
sur TEtendue et TOrigine du Mai dans T Homme '^ 
Finally, in the course of last year, M. Moulini^ 
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published a volume on the Diviniti/ of Christ, 
and one on the Redemption of Mankind, to be fol- 
lowed by two others, the subjects of which will 
be Sanciification, and FinalJudgment. 

The Rev. Pierre Be joux, a contemporary of 
these distinguished men, equally indefatigable 
in his professional exertions, an almost uni- 
versal linguist, and ' gifted with^ rare talents as 
a teacher, is author of four, volumes of sermons, 
8vo. entitled '^ Predication de VEvangiUr (See 
Sermon VII.) 

In the Rev. Pierre Picot, another, of her 
most brilliant ornaments, the Church of Geneva 
has recently (in 1822) sustained a loss, which 
will be long and severely felt. Almost fifty 
years of a successful ministry had endeared 
^him, like a father, to a numerous train of affec- 
tionate pupils, by whom his mild and concili- 
ating manners can never be forgotten. . Never 
• did aiL individual exist endowed withe finer 
feelings, less liable to be disturbed by envy 
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or distrust^ or more free from the least tinge of 
moroseness. His whole life was passed in the 
exercise of charity smd love ; whilst the dignity 
and manliness of his eloquence in the pulpit, 
never failed to penetrate his delighted auditory 
with the deep conviction with which he was 
himself imbued. Of his forx^ible appeals in 
the cause of charity, the reader will find a spe- 
dmen in Sermon X. ; nor were the exertions of 
the same fervid zeal less powerful when kindled 
into a flame of gratitude and devotion to his 
Maker. 

It is not possible, within the limits of a pre* 
face, to perform the agreeable task of pointing 
n^tit all who are worthy of praise, or fit to be 
held up for imitation, among the established 
clergy of Geneva-r-not to speak of the charge 
of invidiousness and of prolixity to which the 
Editor exposes himself, by singling out indivi- 
duals for that purpose, from a church so dis- 
tinguished by talent, piety^ and virtu^. He 
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cannot but feel, however, that he would be. 
justly liable to the unputation df ingratitude, 
were he to omit the mention of those, who, to 
their other claims upon his recollection, have 
added that of kindly and readily contributing 
theu* valuable manuscripts to his work. Among 
these, he acknowledges himself particularly 
indebted to the Rev. Louis FERRifeBE, — the 
friend of his youth ; — ^who is excelled by none, 
m a Church where assiduity is the general cha- 
racteristic, in the conscientious and unremitted 
discharge of the pastoral fubctibnd. The name 
of Diodati ranks high in the history of the Ge* 
nevese church; its ancestral respectability is 
worthfly supported by the Rev. Al. A. E. 
Diodati, the abte and pious author of Seimon 
VIII. 

The Rev. A. Thoubon, (see Sermon IX.) is 
temaikable for his manly and eiiergetic oratory. 
Educated under the eye of his father> the vene- 
rttble si&nior member of the church at Greneva, 
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it is his good fortune to preside over the same 
parish in which that esteemed minister passed 
nearly the whole of his professional life, univer- 
sally beloved. 

With examples such as these, which Provi- 
dence has not ceased to set before their eyes, 
it may be easily believed that a deep and salu- 
tary impression is perpetuated in the minds of 
the successive generations, which, by turns, 
comprise the Genevese national church. Under 
the silent but effective influence of an internal 
discipline, which, almost without change or in- 
novation, has been constantly operating upon 
this establishment from the time of Calvin to 
the present day, a body so constituted can 
hardly fail of realizing, for the time to come, 
those happy auguties which are drawn from a 
review of its past and present state. 

That some diversity of opinion exists with 
regard to certain points, in this Church, is no 
more than the history of the human mind would 
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lead us with certainty to expect ; but, brought 
into continual contact and collision, as all its 
members must be, from the nature of the esta- 
blishment in the small state of Geneva, even 
this circumstance must ultimately prove advan- 
tageous to the discovery and promotion of 
truth. 

Incredible as the fact may appear to the 
English reader, a Genevese clergyman, from 
« the earliest moment of his receiving instruction, 
to the day of his ordination; and again, should 
he remain in his native town, from that time to 
his appointment to his living — ^nay, even then 
to the latest period of his life — lives under the 
most vigilant and rigorous surveillance of the 
body to which he belongs; and knows, to a 
certainty, that not a single act either of his 
public or private life passes unobserved or un- 
<3ontrouled by the tribunal of his peers. The 
public benefit which accrues from the operation 
of such a system of superintendance, is incalcu- 
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lable. In a country, where high-minded and 
independent persons revolt at the idea of any 
interference in the transactions of private life, 
such a system would, no doubt, be branded 
with the name of an inquisition: nevertheless, 
it exists at Geneva, in the very bosom of re- 
publicanism ; whilst the only observable trace 
of its existence appears in the promotion of 
the public good, and in the welfare of every in- 
dividual to whom its operation extends. « 

For ages, has this salutary system continued 
to exert its beneficial influence; and for ages> 
to the honour of the clergy of Geneva be it said, 
not an individual belonging to it has ever been 
brought before the civil tribunals of the country. 

The admirable discipline of the great Refor- 
mer of Geneva, has effectually preserved the 
hearts of the clergy from secular ambition and 
jealousies, by reducing the salaries of the 
ministers to a very moderate common standard ; 
and by subjecting all appointments to equit- 
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able and invariable rules, known to all, and 
universally approved. An official meeting of 
the clergy takes place twice every week, to 
regulate the internal policy and discipline of the 
Church, or to discuss matters of more exten- 
sive importance, affecting the interests of 
morality and religion. Besides these regular 
canonical meetings, another, of a more social 
description, is held, once a week, in the evening, 
by rotation, at the houses of the clergy. 

Public worship is an object of unremit- 
ted attention at Geneva; insomuch, that it 
may be truly said, not a day passes in the 
year, on which some church is not thrown 
open to the population of the city. On the 
Thursday mornings, throughout the year, a 
service takes place, the object of which is the 
iamiliar exposition of the scriptures. At this 
interesting duty, every clergyman of the estab- 
lishment is called to officiate in his turn; and 
many humble and pious Christians have thus 
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an opportunity afforded themi, of attending a 
regular and complete course of lectures on the 
Old and New Testaments. The discourses de- 
livered upon these occasions, are called " Ser- 
mons deCongrigationT they are a complete trea- 
sury of biblical and critical disquisition,: and in 
general, abound in all the knowledge necessary 
to salvation. The reader will. find an example 
of this sort of composition, in Sermons V. and 
VI., from the pen of the Rev. Ph. Mouchon; 
whose dignity of manner, and purity of style, 
place him in the first rank of his contempora- 
ries, and render him worthy to continue. the 
reputation of his eloquent and excellent Father. 
In no Church do the parochial duties receive 
an ampler share of daily attention; and the 
Editor has often seen, with peculiar pleasure, 
the private memoranda of his clerical friends, on 
the plan of the Speculum Gregis,m2Jij yedx^ 
before that useful little book; was offered to the 
attention of the English clergy. In fact, sucji 
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a manual is indispensable to a Genevese clergy- 
man, every member of the establishment being 
called upon, at stated periods, to give in a 
detailed account of the state of the flock 
entrusted to his care: thus, the clergy have 
always in their hands a body of information, 
whence a complete and accurate notion may be 
formed of the moral and religious condition of 
the entire population of the State. 
. From the foregoing data the reader will be ena- 
bled to form a judgment for himself— and it can 
hardly be an unfavourable one — respecting the 
CLERGY OF GENEVA; and the DISCOURSES brought 
together in this volume are, the Editor humbly 
thinks, calculated to confirm that impression : 
conscientiously attached to the doctrines of the 
Church of England, and a sincere friend to her 
venerable establishments, he has long felt an 
earnest desire to introduce more directly to the 
notice, and to recommend to the liberal judg- 
ment of its members, a clergy, inconsiderable 
indeed as far as regards numbers, but still a 
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NATIONAL CLERGY. Should the present volumc 
meet with an encouraging reception, a second 
may probably follow; forwhich,materials not less 
valuable are at the Editor's disposal, consisting^ • 
like the present, chiefLyoi manuscript discourses, 
and mostly on the subject of the relative social 
duties. 

One observation more the Editor will allow 
himself, upon the subject of the established 
Church at Geneva, for the purpose of pointing 
out its close and intimate connection with the 
government of the State, and with every lay 
member of the university, and learned resident 
in the republic. 

This admirable triple union of the ministers 
of religion, the rulers of the State, and the emi- 
nent teachers in every department of science, 
identifies in a manner the three great sources of 
authority; and unites them into one powerful 
body, capable, at all times, of offering effec- 
tual resistance to the attacks of fanaticism, of 
ignorance, and superstition. 
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The happy results of such a harTmony between 
civil and religious authority, adorned with the 
splendours of science and of literature, are well 
expressed in the following passage of a noble 
French writer, — M. de Barante, in his *' Zitt^- 
rature Frangaise pendant le dix-huitihrne Siicle.'' 
** A miniature republic existed upon the borders 
of France, speaking the same language, reading 
the same books, carrying on a daily intercourse 
with the French metropolis. The same thirst of 
knowledge, the same zeal for the progress of 
the human mind, the same disposition to the 
study of mathematical and natural science, the 
same general acquaintance with foreign lan- 
guages ; in a word, the same energetic impulse 
which agitated France during the eighteenth 
century, was felt, perhaps even more forcibly, 
in the republic of Geneva; but among a people 
where a severe morality prevailed, where reli- 
gion was reverenced, where the influence of the 
laws was constant and regular, and the simple 
habits of former ages were yet strong, this im- 
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pulse did not, as among their neighbours, give 
rise to a spirit of petulant scepticism, much less 
attack any of the bonds of society. Their wri- 
ters never lost their veneration for those princi- 
ples and institutions which were consecrated by 
the veneration of past ages — their manner of 
advancing to every question was still charac- 
terized by gravity and moderation; whilst the 
general tone of society displayed enlightened 
information, and a lively interest in the cause 
of letters, tempered with reserve and delibera- 
tion in judgment and opinion.'^ 

The Editor has only to add, that he trusts the 
style of the translation, for which he is indebted 
to the kind assistance of the Rev. R. Catter- 
MOLE, Secretary to the Royal Society of Lite- 
rature, will be found worthy of the originals, 
and of the Public, to whose opinion he now 
commits his volume. 



J. S. PONS. 



Kensington Gore, 
March 1, 1825. 
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SERMON I. 

ON THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

Cellerier. 
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SERMON I. 



Romans v. 1. 

Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 



WHAT a consolatory declaration, My Brethren, 
— to " HAVE PEACE WITH GoD !" How subllme 
and affecting is the sense which these words 
convey! What happiness ! To be permitted to 
regard the greatest and most perfect of beings 
in the light of a Father, — ^to be allowed to draw 
nigh unto him, and with calm confidence to 
repose upon his love, — to be allowed to calcu- 
late upon his protection, — to be allowed to 
apply to ourselves that affectionate language 
which, in Sacred Writ, he addresses to those 
that believe on him, and those glorious hopes 

B 2 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



which he holds out to them; — where is the 
man in whose bosom thoughts such as these 
excite no emotion, or who is indifferent to so 
inestimable a privilege? Peace, to the good 
man, is dear beyond every other blessing ; he 
esteems it as the chief good, as the indispens- 
able condition of all enjoyment; but, to " have 
PEACE WITH God," is to have it with one's self, 
with mankind, with all things that live, with 
the universe; it is to possess all things, to 
enjoy all things. 

Christians ! only the religion of Jesus Christ 
can secure to us this blessed peace. Every act 
of worship, by exalting and refining our affec- 
tions, and by approximating us to the Deity, 
may be said to be the means of our obtaining 
it : but it is here, at the Lord's table, that it is 
more peculiarly put within our reach, and that 
our being enabled to enjoy it is made certain. 

Of what importance, then, is it^ to ascertain 
by what means it may be secured ! For, you 
must be sensible that so excellent a benefit 
cannot be bestowed but upon some condition, 
nor lavished indiscriminately upon such as 
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woald make no exertion to receive it worthily, 
Thejre are certain dispositions indispensably 
necessary to its enjoyment ; and those disposi- 
tions it is, which are to form the subject of our 
present discourse. Hear then. My Brethren, 
with attention and a teachable spirit, and may 
our meditations, by the divine blessing, prove 
beneficial to us all ! 

The dispositions required, in order to ^' have 
PEACE WITH God,'* may all be reduced to a 
single one, viz. Faith : — " Being justified by 

FAITH, WE HAVE PEACE WITH God/* 

This is one of the fundamental truths of our 
religion. From our childhood we are made 
familiar with it; from childhood our ears are 
accustomed to the sacred word. Faith : yet, 
how rarely do men form any thing like a defi- 
nite and just idea of its meaning and importance I 
The greater number of Christians are divided, 
on this subject, between two erroneous conclu- 
sions. Some there are, who, self satisfied, and 
relying upon a certain character for. integrity, 
and a certain staid moral deportment, deem 
themselves secure of salvation without any faith 
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at all ; they in a manner exclude it^ or, at least, 
adopt only so much of it as suits their conve- 
nience. Otters, while they acknowledge the 
indispensableness of believing, consider faith as 
no more than a bare mental assent ; they are of 
opinion, that if they subdue their reason to the 
demands of revealed truth, nothing more is 
required of them ; and soothe themselves with 
the notion that this docility of the judgment 
may be substituted for love and obedience, and 
will of itself suflSce to secure their salvation. 
Thus, the former disregard the necessity of 
faith ; the latter deny its eflScacy . To the first 
class we shall make it appear, that faith alone 
can procure justification ; to the second we 
will demonstrate, what are the true characteris- 
tics of a justifying faith. — Such is the design of 
this discourse. 

I. Since God is a being of infinite holiness, 
we cannot " have peace" with him ; there can 
be "no fellowship "between him and us, ex* 
cept either through justice and innocence, or 
by pardon and repentance. But the justice 
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and innocence here reqnired 4^^ wi<}iely 
from that worldly uprightness, whiph is 9ttfi- 
cient, in the intercQWi^e of soqu^t^y, to oibtain 
£:>r a man an honorable reput^^n, Meii's 
powers are weak and limited ; the jd^ which 
they form to themselves of moral excellence 
partakes of the imperfectn^ess of their concep- 
tions and the narrowness of their jodgments t 
they are able to judge« besidesj of the external 
conduct only ; and even of that their knowledge 
is imperfect ; their decisiious ijegard one side 
only of our lives^. and tjnat the side which we 
prepare, if I may so fi^pres9 myself, for show 
and ostentation. Faults long committed they 
pass lightly ovet; aud into the estimates^ of 
human opinion «ply the iBvici^nceof the present, 
or of a very recent period is admitted. 

Far otherwise the Supreme Judge: The 
duties of infimcy, of yputh, of maturity, of old 
age ; the duties of health and. of sickness ; those 
which proceed from the various rda^ons of 
citissen, father, child, wife, brother, friend, 
neighbour, master, servant ; duties which relate 
to piety, to justice, to charity, to sincerity, to 
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chastity, to temperance; actions public and 
private; inclinations, desires, thoughts, nay even 
ivords, — the foolish and unweighed expressions 
vtrhich we inconsiderately let fall, as if they 
melted into the idle air; — all these will form 
the naaterials of the Almighty's decision. He 
does not rest satisfied with the observation of 
the surface, but looks into the motives of 
actions; of which the most splendid, if human 
passions be the principle in which they origi- 
nated, are in his eyes as nothing, or perhaps 
even' partake of the nature of sin. We delude 
ourselves respecting our faults, ten thousand 
ways : He beholds them as they are. Our cor- 
rupt nature overlooks them; before Him they 
stand naked, and are hateful in proportion to 
his holiness. We commit them almost vrithout 
observation ; He weighs them in his balance : 
we forget them, we banish them from our re- 
membrance ; He remembers them, and inscribes 
them upon the records of eternity. 

Alas! when I think upon these truths, it 
seems to me that all nature becomes our accu- 
ser, and that every emotion of our souls rises 
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up in judgment against us. " If thou. Lord/' 
exclaimed the Psalmist, when oppressed by a 
similar feeling, *' if thou shouldest mark iniqui-^ 
ties, O Lord, who shall stand ?'* *' How should 
a man be just with God V asked Job ; *^ if He 
will contend with him, he cannot answer him 
one of a thousand." *' There is none righte- 
ous," declares St. Paul ; '' no, not one." — 
Where, then, is that presumptuous mortal, who, 
relying upon his own righteousness, shall dare, 
without shrinking, to approach the judgment- 
seat of the Most Holy ? Be assured, that, extra-» 
i^igant as the pride of man is, there is far more 
of thoughtlessness than pride, in those whom 
we see animated, by this daring spirit. Let 
them but examine their own hearts ; let them 
listen to that voice which even now speaks 
from their conscience ; and, struck with fear 
and confusion, they will confess, that man's sal- 
vation can be obtained by divine grace alone. 

But, you will, perhaps, ask, are we not en- 
titled to expect that grace, and the pardon 
which is consequent upon it, through the mercy 
of our God ? 
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My Brethren, we could have no assurwee on 
this head, unless He himsdf vouchsafed to afford 
it to us. In the administration of his provi* 
dence, justice has her claims, no l^s than 
mercy. God himself must speak ; it is from 
him that we must learn not only the mode 
selected by him for reconciling those claims, 
smd for effecting our reunion with himself, but 
also the condition upon which this benefit is 
conceded. 

And he has spoken. That mode is the sa« 
orifice offered upon the cross by the great 
Mediator, die Son of God : that condition is, 
that we apply to this merciful Redeemer, — it 
is Faith. ' Look into the Gospel ; there you 
will find, on every page, that man is just^ed, 
not by the merit of works, but by faith ; that 
he is justified, not as human tribimals justify, 
but after a mode of justification peculiar to 
infinite goodness. He is not found innocent, 
but he is restored to the privileges of innocence. 
What is required of him, is this : that, feeling 
his own insufficiency, he fix his hope upon Him 
who dies for the sons of men ; that he lodk to 
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Him» as the expiring Israelites of old looked to 
the brazen serpent^ lifted up to give them health 
and healing. 

Such is the sole medium of salvation : the 
language of Scripture is express upon this 
point. — ** God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his "Son." — *' Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." — " In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, accordkig to the riches of his grace." 
Thus, My Brethren, no sooner does man come 
to Christ with sincerity, and with all his 
soul, than (O divine efficacy of faith!) the! 
merits of Christ veil his transgressions, the 
righteousness of Christ becomes his righteous- 
ness, the immunities of Christ become his im- 
munities ; and, identifying himself in his wishes 
and hopes with his divine Saviour, he hence- 
forth becomes " one" with him. From that time 
he is in a condition to " have pea'ce with 
God," — to have communion with Grod. 

This is that truth which you have never un- 
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dentood ; you, who venture to speak lightly, 
and almost with scorn, of the Christian Faith. 
Never having seriously reflected upon this sub- 
ject, you entertain respecting it no clear and 
accurate notion. To you the sublime word 
faith is either a word devoid of meaning, or else 
you attach to it I know not what vague and 
mysterious idea, which renders it repulsive to 
you. Do you now perceive that truth which 
forms the grand end and object of the Gospel, 
— that man, redeemed by the great sacrifice 
ofiered upon the cross, is saved by faith in the 
Redeemer? Do you now admit it ? Do you feel 
an incipient conviction that you are guilty, 
obnoxious to condemnation, and in that state 
of peril which the Gospel declares ? Are you 
contented to present youi*selves before God as 
sinners unworthy of favour ; — to weep at the 
Saviour's feet with the Magdalen ? or do you 
feel anxious for a mode of reconciliation less 
humiliating, and. not an absolutely free gift? 
Is that which is pleasing to God, pleasing to 
you? or do you find within an unconquerable 
repugnance to submit your will to the divine 
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will ? Oh ! be warned ! The mercy of Heaven 
is ready to comply with all your necessities, 
but not to give way to your prejudices or your 
pride : these you must either renounce, or else 
to you also will this complaint of the Saviour 
be applied : " And ye would not come unto 
me, that ye might have life !" 

What is your reply ? Is it too much for God 
to require of man, that, having neither within 
nor around him any means of salvation, he ac- 
cept that mighty one provided for him, and seek 
for none besides ! Is it too much for God, after 
sending him his Son, and giving ^up to him that 
which was most dear to himself, to require that 
he should become a party to that stupendous 
sacrifice ; that he should consent to avail him- 
self of it ; that he should accept, as his sole 
title to salvation, a gift so costly and so indica- 
tive of love ? Is it, lastly, too much for God 
to require of man, whom pride has undone, to 
renounce that pride with the acceptance of his 
grace; to strip off his pretended righteousness; 
to become sensible of what he owes to his 
Redeemer; to become obedient to him in mind 
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and will? Ah! at last acquaint yourselves 
with the faith to which you have done so 
much injustice, and with your own selves ! 
Look back upon the multitude of your days 
gone by, of which not one has been unmarked 
by numberless offences, and so few have been 
signalized by works that can be truly called 
good* Descendants of a fallen original, ac- 
knowledge how much by your fault you have 
added to your ancestral guilt* You cannot 
achieve your own justification : put on, then, 
that lively faith, by means of which you may 
attain unto it* 

II. Tou must understand, however, what it 
is, which that faith requires of you, and what 
are the sure marks by which it may be known. 

Here al$o we, unhappily, labour under an 
equal delusion; we know as little about the 
nature of faith, as about its necessity; and 
they who expect to be saved by its means, are 
just as ignorant of it, as those who venture to 
presume that it may be dispensed with. They 
regard it in the lig^t of a mere belief, like that 
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which applies to historical £ict ; at the utmost^ 
as an assent of the reason : in a word^ they 
regard it as an opoiion, and not as a vital prin- 
ciple* A &tal error ! and often no less perni- 
cious to those who adopt it^ than to those who 
see it persisted in ! That it gives a handle to 
the SCO& of unbelievers^ is little ; it leads the 
children of the truth astray from the truth ; it 
suggests to tbem^ that man has only to ^' con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound;" it leads 
them to imagine, that he is not made better by 
&ith; thence to conclude that he must come to 
God barely by works: as if the faith, the jus- 
tifying faith of Christianity, were not insepa- 
rable from works* Oh! if faith did but shine 
forth among Christians in its genuine lustre — ^if 
it were always to be found accompanied by 
sincere zeal, by elevation of soul, by holiness of 
Ufe, it would not be thus misunderstood, nor 
would there be any longer found men desirous 
to throw off its empire. Thks was the fiiith of 
the early ages of Christianity. To believe 
thea signified to love, to obey. Thus, in 
order to our participation in the ben^ts of 
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xedemptioD, nothing more is required of us in 
the Gospel, than to believe in Him who hath 
redeemed us. ** God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

Nothing, My Brethren, is more certain, than 
that the word Faith, in its scriptural import, 
comprehends every virtue ; inasmuch as it is the 
souftewhence they all emanate. Doubtless, it 
includes the acquiescence of the intellect; but 
it consists, in a still greater degree, of love, and 
the devotion of the heart. It is ! the profound 
conviction of a mind thoroughly conscious of 
its naturally lost condition, and of Christ's 
benefits; which ^'loveth much, because its 
-sins, which are many, are forgiven,"-r-of one, 
who, clinging, as his sole hope and only. good, 
to the blessed Saviour, pute his whole being at 
his disposal, unreservedly 'resigns himself to 
him, aspires only to be animated by his spirit, 
lives no longer but through him and for him ; 
all whose affections are renewed and made 
conformable with those of his Lord; who, in a 
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manner, participates in his holiness, and in- 
cludes bJs^ oiiwi ' existence in his; Thus, when 
the husljaiidman grafts ji feeble branch upon a 
stem of vigorous growth, it cannot, if the union 
is complete, remain barren; but, nourished by 
the same sap which circulates in the tree of 
which it has become a part, it is dothed with 
blossom, and crowned with abui^ant fruit. 

Ah! how could the wretch who felf him- 
self on the point of perishing, and whom a 
saving hand snatches from destruction ; — 
how could the sinner, who has known the hor- 
rors of condemnation, but who now beholds 
the Son of God suffering the penalty due to 
us; — ^how could such an one en<kire, how.dare, 
to offend his benefactor anew ! Would not 
even the very inhabitants of hell, the /Vsjurits 
reprobate" themselves, were it possible for them 
to be the objects of so much mercy, be thereby 
constrained to love and serve Him ! 

Again, therefore, I repeat it, — ^and too often 
re-asserted it cannot be, — true faith con^sts in 
a sense of our own deficiencies, and of the 
blessings obtained for us by our Lord. At 

c 
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oope a wkQtiv^ and a qopiequenoei ^ 9uffm not 
^, beai^JtQ Ue ui^MifUlj»ocl;iiomo?€4. It 
works > %lm» <m d^ . opeiraAive prmci{di^ and 
8titoi|lalt9B<it ^y tbe iQO$t #neigejtio iinpulaes; 
it striifeft to exhibit external eYid^ces of Jts 
existeiioe^ibotb actiTOly ia works, and pasr 
nvely^/by.sMiifices. . .7 Tbeloi^ of; Christ oon- 
straineth us ; i iiecause we tbw judges. tbiU: they 
which live shoiild^iiot. .henceforth Jive uuto 
Aems^vesy ibn% unto Him which died /or them^ 
and rose agam*^"' . ^ 1 

Yoo^. thea^Mwho lay claim ,to. faiths mm! . yet 
eontinue iiuaiH and jlivte $jmi a 9i9omal*life» and 
givemp Bdliabita of .mminality,. none <^ your 
vtees, natural^jor ac^uir^d i-r-you ^^^ve: yowr 
gehreBtgnevoudly ^iyoui^> is iiot Faith ; you lovie 
aDti; :for, bke the Pharisee, you de^u yoxi have 
fio^Miieed tofiipardonj. yoji have never yet felt 
what yoB .would be without Christ, never x^on* 
ceived what Christ hath suffered for you. 

TheChristisyiin whose soul Faith dwells, no 
longer questions,, no longer procrastinates: he 
is prepared todo every thing,. to sacrifice every 
thing, for the love he bears to his RedeemeTi 
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If, in a wotd, you lov^ Him, yoti Vould sur- 
mount ftll'obstacleis ; and to coinplkih thit'this 
sacrifice is too great, that thiis eflfbrt is'too "paiii- 
ful, amounts to a confession that ■JJ^mi' do not 
love yout^ Savioiif as you ought;' fi>r, to those 
wh6 fed that love within, all things are easy; ^ 
Now, then. My Brethren, do you conceive 
the value and the extent of a genuine feitift You 
have had set before you its surprising efficacy. 
OnOod's part, it disarms his vefrgei^Wre, arid 
propitiates his mfercy. From hating been ^- 
noxiou^ to hiti indighation and wralh; it rendfets 
us the favdured objects of his pity and' his licrife : 
through its' influence, the lijjhtiiings of his kil' 
ger beconse^ cft)WA8 of our imi^brtiaity.' *6ii 
the part' of man,' ncit' only does it tranquillnfe 
him,' console ham, • Strirf excite ' in hhn th^ taoit 
glorious hop^ ; it inspities him inik k new exii&- 
teAcle. It is of him itiMbih this fidth dwcHs, 
that iSdriptiite uses this' cOhsolaftotj^* lan^age : 
"'Whosbevelr is boitti Bf 'Odd' dbth kdi ddfiimit 
dm.'^-^-^an thei^ be any priticiple tti the wdHd, 
noMelr,' greiitfer, or more blessed; than* i&uch a 
faith? 

c 2 
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Let us, Christians, make it the object of our 
wishes; let us exert every endeavour in our 
power to possess ourselves of it. And thou, O 
my souI,,awake! and recall into thy meditations 
the death of the Son of God, which we this day 
commemorate. Now turn thy gaze upon Cal- 
vary. What object stril^s thee there ?— The 
Priaoe of Heaven suspended upon the cross, the 
comjmnion of male&ctors. In his adorable 
countenance^ I b^old the Divinity veiled by 
the shadows of death ; — ^his glorious head wears 
a crown of thorns ; — his sacred blood trickles 
drop by drop ; — his feet and hands are pierced 
through with the^nails. Oh, King of Glory! 
Creator (tf the thrones and dominions of bea*- 
^en ! is it indeed Thou, whom I behold reduced 
to this condition of debasement and ^^f; woe? 
Were we but to see a mere man, like. ourselves, 
undergoing a like torture, even were ho: unr 
known and usy^ted to us, the last and *1owq6|; 
of mankind, we should ye^um over Mm witb an 
emotion of the deepest pity. But this Yjrucifiad 
sufferer is no stranger, no unknown person, no 
criminal : he is not even a mere mortal man,: 
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he islhe Holt One, the Just; — he is our Bro- 
ther, our Head, our King; he is iJie Only-be- 
^ttea &)n, in whom the Father is well pleased ; 
bdbre whom the hosts of heaven bow down in 
adoration! 

.And wherefore does he thus suffer ?-^Ah! 
that recollection^ lilcea sharp arrowy has pierced 
me to the soul ! It is I,— it is my sins that luare 
caused his death : the just sentence (^ my 
condemnation is executed upon my unofiendii^ 
Saviour; and by his stripes and his agonies, I 
am. healed. At length, O Jesus, I embrace 
Hiee ; with every faculty of my being I adore 
Him .who dies for me. Too long I have be^i 
ungrateful ; too long obdurate ; now, at last, 
I' feel my soul impressed with a just sense of 
thy benefits — *' I am bought with a price, 
therefore will I glorify God in my body and 
in my spirit, which are God's." 

Are these, dear Brethren, your sentiments ? 
May God inspire such, or may he strengthen 
them, and impress them upon our souls by his 
sphit ev^lastingly ! Of that spirit, this faith. 
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^vrfakh at once justifies and regenecatefi^ is a 
'' giU/^ mid tkeanostgraciDiifi of^^^ca dL 

Frail ahd unhapl^y creaturBs, haw little can 
we do by otir unassisted strength ! Those very 
things the most calculated to affect us^ — our 
own dangers^ our own mis^es^ and the bene- 
volence which free^ us from them, are hardly 
sufficient to awaken our concern. Yet, if witji 
alt our heart we supplicate that Almighty Grod, 
ythb hatii promised, that, ^' if we ask any tiling 
according to Jhis will, he h^treth us,-' — that 
God, who hath already provided help for us 
unasked, *' who hath first loved us,.. and hsdh 
sent his Son, tb be the propitiation for our 
sins ;''— rif we implore him, in the name and 
through the merits of that adorable Saviour, 
he will assuredly help us to fulfil the condi- 
tion to which he has subjected us; he will 
endue our souls with the fsdth which he 
demands. 

O God of Mercies! perfect t)ie work Thou 
hast begun : ''Grant us to be strengthened 
with might by thy spirit in the inner man, that 
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Christ may dwell in our hearts bt Faith!" 
O Lord Jesus 1 grant us this day to hear that 
gracious language, which thou didst address to 
them that came unto thee for help : '' Thy 
Faith hath saved thee ; go in peace !" Enable 
us thus, ** in our patience, to possess our 
souls/' whilst encompassed by the tempests 
and the sorrows of this life, until that blessed 
period, when thou wilt bring us to the abodes 
of peace everlasting, there to be one with Thee 
for even Amenl Amen! 
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SERMON II. 

ON THE INCARNATION OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 

Moulinii. 
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SERMON II. 



John i. 14. 

The word was made iesh, and dwelt amoDg us, (and we 
belield his glory, the glory of the only begotten of 
^e Father,) full of grace and truth. 



MY Br^thren^, ".the o^^ly begotten qf the 
Father/' ^p who alone came fprtl^. from , the 
hosom of the Father^ — He who is called ** the 
WoRp," because it was by Hiin that the Father 
spake to effect the creation of all things ; and 
through whom^ wjien he is pleased to " n»ani- 
fest himself to the world/' he speaks to the 
bdngs ^hom he has created ; — Qe, who '' was 
in. the beginning with Grod^ and who was 
Crod^" takes upon him our nature^ in order to 
visit earth : What was the purport of this em- 
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bassage to mankind ? For what purpose does the 
Almighty send the most glorious of that' which 
he hath in heaven, down to what is most for- 
lorn on earth,— his rebellious children ? O dis- 
pensation inscrutable, which it not only baffles 
our weak reason to comprehend, but the depth 
of which even the Angels have hitherto sought 
in vain to fathom ! the Divine, makes himself 
hunian, — the Creator, creature, — the Immortal, 
mortal ; — the Lord of all things takes the form 
of a servant, the Ever Blessed strips himself of 
his ineffable blessedness. But, omnipotent as 
he is, he is unable to divest himself of bis love. 
He takes our nature upon him, in order that 
he may present us with the riches of his mercy, 
vh: Grace, which justifies, — ^Truth,* whieh 
sanctifies,— Glory, which blesses for ever : And 
these are precisely the three things, of which, 
as sinners cut off from the fountain of life, we 
stand in need. - 

Asi^uredly our nature must be of a high order, 
our d6^tiny a very glorious one, sin exceedingly 
inimical to our happiness, and oui^ salvation 
fe^uUy endangered, for God to have sent us 
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his own Soo> and for Chmt iQhaye consented 
to that painful and protracted sacrifice, wbiob 
commenced with his existence upon earth. O 
what love I Andj what disinterested love ! for it 
is not for hknself . that Jesus sares us* His 
love was the lore of a friend, of no less a friejid 
than God himself. He '^ was made ^e$h/' in 
order that be might sanctify bur nature ; . he 
*' dwelt am(mg us," in order that he migl^l^ 
sanctify our sd>ode ; and might teach us hQw 
we ought to dwell on earth, and pjif^p^e oifr^ 
selves for our abode in heaven. > 

How many lessons, My Brethren, and bow/ 
many encouraging motivei;^ may we hence d^e-^ 
rive ! Let us listen to the Son of ^God, who 
brings us peace, and let us remember what he 
hath suffered, that he might procure it for, us : 
And if Mary received with such profound, 
humility the promise that she should become 
the mother of the Saviour of Mankind, how; 
much more humble ought we to be ! — ^We, ^ho 
are better able to estimate the value of the 
benefit which he was to confer upon us ; ; an<| 
in whom, as sinners unworthy of receiving. 
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il^ contrition and humility are {>ecuMarly be- 
coming. 

I,^ *' Who/' our Lord was once asked, ** Whd 
can be saved?** ** With man,*^ answered he, 
'' it is impossible, but with Odd all things are 
posidble/' And in truth. My Brethren, it is 
"impossible** for our pollution to be united 
to the divine holiness ; it is ^* inipossible* 
for us to satisfy this justice cif God; it iii 
^ inipossible " for mortal eyes to endure the 
sight of his glory; it is *^ impoi^ible^ for 
us to make good our claidis to feternal Itfe : 
but that God, with whom " all things ar6 
possible/' has reconciled the claims df his jus* 
tice, with those of his mercy, by sending hi* 
Soh, ** FtJLL OF GRACE," in ordci" to ][)urchase 
foif tis, a;nd to bestow upon us, the'^ardon and 
salvation of our heavenly Father; and the 
entire life 'of Jesus Christ Is a manifestation 
and outpouring of inercy knd beneficencfe. 

Who among us could preisuine to' say, that 
he stands not in need of the pardon of Gt)d,— 
of that patdoh whibh procure* ts anetemW 
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6J(emplii».^m tbosoiiifi^ which 

mxmt iut^vitabl^yr loUow as the consequence of 
our utt^ septtrtudon firom God, the only source 
(^all,goo4? WeSre we but citodJd mth our own 
copaciencefi, we should percdve the extent oi 
our ccmnption, — ^we should perceive that th^e 
is not, per^ps, one of the ditine command- 
meito^ which we have not violated, either in 
thott^t, wish, or intention, either in words, or 
in express acts of disobedience, with regard to 
what Qod has forbidden, or by multiplied 
n^leetof what he has commanded; we should 
perceive that we haine n^t his benefits with no 
due return, nor been strict in the observance of 
our own premiers, and most sacred engage^ 
ments ; in a word, we should be strode with 
thexonviction^ that our existence is passed in 
an incessant fluctuation between earth and 
heaven. . And who, then, shall dare to assert 
his right ;to heaven, his wwthiness to partis 
cipate in the blessedness of the Divinity ! 

The farther the Christian advances in tiie 
progri»3S of sanctification, (and without humility 
whattsstnctificaition could there be ?) the more 
attentive, likewise, he becomes to the moral 
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order of Providence; the more convinced, by 
experience/ of his own weakness ; the more 
capabie^ of Tefitemeibt^ and ^f vigilftnce, - in the 
discovery of Ifresh > iniiperfections ^n himself; 
i»s6much, that, contemplating with te^or the 
extent of that misery,. of which he had formed 
at first so inadequafag an idea, he exclaims: 
*/0 Wretched man that I am! I see another 
law in my members; warring ^^inst the law of 
My mi^d, and bringing me into captivity to the 
ia^ of sin/' No man, therefore, ian be sdved, 
biit by ^' geace;" and as it is Jesujs Christ 
who presents lis with that grace,— in vrhich 
is included the gift of eternal life through the 
pardon of sin,— so it is he also whose merits 
have obtained it for ns* 

He alone is righteous: — He alone has tho* 
roughly fulfilled the task of obedience imposed 
upon man; — He alone hath shown forth, in all 
their glory, the divine perfections; and, by 
bearing in his own person the whole weight of 
retribution, has diverted and brought upon his 
own innocent head, the wrath by which, we 
should have been consumed. Christ bears the 
curse, while we obts^n the blessing; *' the 
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chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed :" Christ is 
crowned with thorns, that we may be crowned 
with glory ; Him reproach covers, that we may 
be clothed with honour ; every pore of his 
body bleeds, that our bodies may be glorified ; 
in his soul he endures the extremity of deser- 
tion and casting ofi^, that ours may be filled 
with the presence of God ; He dies in the midst 
of tortures, that we may live in the abodes of 
unmingled blessedness. In Christ, coming full 
of mercy, to visit us, we see the victim which 
procures our salvation, and the *' grace" which 
ensures our pardon. That which appears, to 
our feeble reason, derogatory of Christ's great- 
ness, is no derogation from the greatness of his 
love for us. 

How shall we figure to ourselves the Saviour 
coming down to earth, with a perfect foreknow- 
ledge of all that he would have to undergo for 
the obtaining of our salvation, and not stand 
struck with admiration before this unparalleled 
exhibition of mercy and of love 1 How can we 
pass a single day without feeling the deepest 
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htlmiliation and heartfelt contrition; without 
dreading to have incurred some secret guilt ; 
without imploring pardon through the merits 
of Christ Jesus ? 

Oh, then, sinner! embrace the inestimable 
mercy which is offered thee ; and sue for that 
*' GRACE '^ without which thou canst not enter 
into the abodes of heaven ! Oh, then, ye torpid 
souls ! take advantage of the time yet allowed 
you, to excite within yourselves a livelier zeal; 
nor forget that, while you are asking of the 
Lord grace and mercy, he calls out to you for 
repentance,' obedience, and zeal. And ye, 
who are sinking under a sense of guilt, take 
courage : it is because ye are thus contrite, 
that the Almighty makes you the offer of for- 
giveness. When the sinner is thus suffering 
under a sense of his offences, humbled by the 
multitude of his temptations, discouraged by 
frequent relapses, terrified with the conscious- 
ness of his condition, how is he consoled by 
the contemplation of all that his Saviour su& 
feredl When> at the holy table, he hears the 
Blessed Lord thus address hijn : ^^This is my 
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blood of* the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins/' how does com- 
posure succeed to alarm, and, in the place of 
sorrow, that calm joy which the children erf 
God experience when reconciled with their 
Father! Towards this contrite sinner, Jesus 
shows himself " full of grace '* and love.-r-Let 
us, while we celebrate this first of the benefits 
of mercy, exclaim with the angels, — " Glory 
be to God in the highest, on earth peace, good^ 
will towards men !" 

II. But, My Brethren, shall it be said of us, 
" They have been forgiven much," because 
" they have loved much ?" — ^loved with that 
love which promotes humility, and fervency in 
prayer and in obedience ? That God pardons 
our sins, does not excuse a vicious life, or a 
religious indifference, which, render us both 
unworthy and unfit to inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. When God declares, respecting those 
who. are '* lukewarm and neither hot nor cold," 
that be will cast them off with indignant aver- 
siQti,-*-'tfa^ ^^ wi&out holiness no man shall see 

D 2 
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him/' — ^when he points out to us as insepa- 
rable^ his '' goodness and severity," and that 
'' scarcely shall the just man be saved/' bow 
is it possible we can abandon ourselves to a 
fallacious security ? What then, you will ask, 
shall we do, to prove ourselves worthy of the 
benefit imjilied in the covenant of grace ? In 
order that you may learn this, listen to Christ : 
he comes to teach it you ; it is for this that be 
presents himself to us, ** full op truth." 

Jesus," FULL OF TRUTH," is himsclf the very 
Truth ; — He is Truth itself, — ^Wisdom herself, 
" made flesh," in order to be our instructor 
and our guide. ** Through the tender mercy 
of our God, the dayspring from on high," the 
sun of the heavenly world, ** hath visited us," 
— discovering to us the road to destruction, 
that we may be enabled to shun it ; and that of 
heaven, in order to induce us to enter upon, 
andpur sue it, even to the end of our course. 

Christ is ** truth," he hath come down frgm 
heaven, that he might acquaint us with hea- 
venly things ; — ^what a proof of the inialHbility 
of his doctrine I He hath suffered death, that 
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he might bear witness to the truth : — what an 
evidence of his veracity, in regard to all that he 
reveals as proceeding from Ood himself! Our 
Saviour's lessons, his most ordinary actions, his 
miracles, his virtues, his prayers, his sufferings, 
his death, his triumph; — ^the powers with 
which he invests his Apostles, — the promises 
he makes to his Church,— the merciful invita- 
tions which he addresses to his redeemed; — 
every circumstance relating to him is calcu- 
lated to recall the sinner, to encourage the 
believer, and to console the afficted ; because 
they all tend to inform the underetanding, to 
enliven the heart, to sanctify the will, and to 
direct man's freedom to its true and only end. 
Yes, he is ** full of truth ;" and his Church, 
the depository of the Gospel, is the school in 
which we are taught the elements, of truth, and 
are prep?tred for comprehending things higher 
stiU, — ^to be initiated into angelic mysteries, 
and to contemplate the Almighty ** face to 
face." 

Shall we then persist in preferring darkness 
to light such as this ?. Shall we refuse to avail 
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ourselves of the helps supplied to us in the 
Holy Scriptures, in public and in private v«ror- 
ship, in devotional writings, and in i^eligious 
discourse ? What, shall we rather starve our 
intellectual appetite, or else feed it upon the 
vanities of the world,— cultivate the evil al- 
ready overgrown within us, and wantonly feed 
the fire of our lusts? But, to feed the fire of 
lust, is to feed the fire of hell ; that fire of 
which our Saviour hath said, that it "is never 
quenched/' and the flames of which are black- 
ness ! Ah, far better to follow Christ, who is 
the everlasting truth, — truth pure and conso- 
latory ! Better to beseech the Saviour to send 
down his light into our souls, and to inflame 
pur hearts widi ardent love for him. May our 
souls become as a land where he '' halli a de- 
light" to dwell, — as so many temples, in which 
his voice is heard " with power," — emparadised 
by the contemplation of his perfections, by the 
peace and joy which attend upon him, by the 
virtuous actions which he inspires, and the lofty 
hopes to which, whilst abiding in us, '* the hope 
of glory," he gives birth. 
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Gro on with constltncy. Christian, by the 
light of the torch of Christ! Tb6a shalt thou 
percdve the iiothirigQesa»;pf all oreated things, 
of all which is not God ; then shall the world, 
hell, smd thine own heart, cease any mor6 to 
seduce thee ; affliction shall no more cast thee 
down, death no more alarm thee; nOr will 
the hand of Providence, that guardian power 
that showers down upon us innumerable 
blessings, find thee any more heedless of itiS 
guidance, or dead to its beneficence. Aye, 
Christian, march onwards by the light of this 
tcHTch, with firmness, and with perseverance ; 
and be thankful to heaven, which saves thy 
soul by afibrding its light to thy feet. 

III. And what reward vdll they reap, who 
shall have wisely and profitably employed 
the " GRACE AND TRUTH " which are in Jcsus 
Christ ? Hear, My Brethren, the Saviour himself: 
*' Father^ I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given 
me, — that the love wherewith thou hast loved 
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me may be in tbem. And the glory which thou 
gavest me, I have given them ; that they may 
be one, even as We ar^one." And for the pur-- 
pose of affording us an idea of the glory which 
he has obtained for us, and which he asks in 
our behalf, he x^alls up, from the midst of that 
obscurity in which he envelopes himself on 
earth, a divine light, altogether superior to 
that of the greatest prpphets that had preceded 
him. 

Moses makes his appearance in the house of 
God, as a servant only ; but Jesus appears 
there, as the only Son of God ; for his glory 
surpasses that of the first of those created in« 
telligencies from among whom the Almighty 
selects his angels and his ministers. Christ's 
glory is peculiarly his own ; and when he per- 
mits a shadow of it to be seen by his disciples, 
it is because he is willing to admit them to 
share, in it ; and when he assigns them a dif- 
ficult task to fulfil, he encourages them with 
a foretaste of their reward, — the honour of 
being endued with supernatural powers, by 
means of which they are enabled to dictate 
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laws to nature; to heal the sick, and to reani- 
mate the dead. As they themselves express 
it, ** with open face beholding as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord, they are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory." All that 
in Jesus relates to earth, is mean; all that 
relates to heaven, is glorious. 

Christ's advent approaches ; — and an angel 
announces it to the Blessed Virgin destined 
to be his mother, and to the venerable priest 
Zacharias, who was the father of his precursor. 
Christ is bom; — and angels, with hymns of 
mercy resounding through the finnament, pro- 
claim it to the shepherds ; and a miraculous 
star conducts the Magi to the cradle of the 
Son of God. Being ''warned of heaven," 
Mary and Joseph preserve the life of the divine 
child. They observe with wonder the unfold- 
ing of his wisdom, as the " earthen vessel,'* in 
which that matchless treasure is deposited, 
grows and strengthens; and in the earliest 
years of Jesus, they contemplate the dawn of 
his resplendent day. 
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Tbe Saviour is about to enter upon bis 
emtixly missio^i ;— -and on the banks of Jordan, 
Im precursor, by divine inspiration, recognises 
kim, in the sight of many persons assembled 
there, for '' the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sins of the world ;" whilst, in order 
to solemnize his inauguration, heaven opens, 
the Holy Ghost descemls upon his head, and 
the voice of his Father proclaims : '* This is 
my ^beloved Son, in whom I am wdl pleased." 
. Having vanquished the tempter in tte wil- 
demess^ angels approach to minister unto him, 
and presently nature itself is seen obedient to 
his word : he speaks, and the sick are healed, 
the dead restored to life, demons are expelled, 
the wrathful wind and the raging sea subside 
iato peace. He shows himself to three of his 
disciples upon Mount Tabor, transformed, aiid 
idiining in such a shape of brightness, as ma^e 
them proclaim, that they 'Miad ijeen his glory." 
Again, on the eve of his crucifixion, a voice was 
heard " firom heaven, saying, I have both ^o- 
rified my name" in thee, '' and will glorify it."* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



43 

Nor is the accomplishment of this promise de- 
layed : He expires, indeed, amidst shames and 
tortures ; but, in die quaking of the earth, the 
rending of the rocks, the bursting of the sepul- 
chre, the rising of the dead and their entering 
into *' the Holy City," and the veiling of the sun 
in darkness, — all nature glorifies its Lord, whom 
ungrateful men conspire to outrage. 
, And with what still brighter glory is Jesus 
crowned, when he issues, clothed in light, from 
the tomb, ascends majestically to hesiven, sends 
down the Holy Spirit upoA his Apostles, ap- 
pears seated at the right hand of his Father, 
surrounded by the divine Majesty, made Lord 
of the angels, and an object of adoration to the 
blessed ; who, while they proclaim him *' the 
iaitbful," '* the true," '* the word of God," and 
blend his worahip with the worship of God the 
Father, are heard saying: "Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon th^ throne^ and unto the Lam|) for 
ever and evej: !" 

Such were the things which the Apostles 
witnessed, and, in various degrees, others also 
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of Christ's disciples—'' more than five hundred 
brethren," as we are told by St. Paul ; of whom 
one, the intimate friend of the Apostle St. John, 
who had himself seen Christ after his resurrec- 
tion, speaking of this subject, wrote thus to 
one of the churches of Asia : " Why may I not 
speak to you of heavenly things? But, babes 
as you are, I fear to do you harm. Forgive the 
silence, which proceeds from an apprehension, 
lest, unable to bear these things, you be over- 
whelmed by them." Such are the expressions 
of a second St. Paul ; who, after being " caught 
up into the third heaven," declares that he has 
seen things such as it is not permitted to him 
to utter. 

We also, My Brethren, shall behold the glory 
of "the Only-begotten of the Father," when 
we shall become men, for at present we are but 
^' babes;" when we shall become Christians, 
for as yet we are but sinners : we shall see it, 
by being partakers in it ; we shall see it when, 
after the completion of the work of '* grace 
AND TRUTH," Jcsus Christ shall transform our 
"vile "and abject bodies into the likeness of 
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'* his glorious body." Such, then, is the des- 
tiny promised to us ; the blessed goal at which 
will terminate the sorrows of repentance, the 
efforts of zeal, the sighs of contrite humility, 
the sacrifices of charity and self-denial, the 
pains of martyrdom, — all the active evidences, 
in a word, of a genuine faith. And, even here 
below, how many pledges are aflforded us of 
all these divine blessings. — O, glory of the 
Christian! Christ's most immediate disciples 
have come into the possession of the first firuits 
of this everlasting heritage: O, glory of the 
Christian ! the lives of the first believers were 
rich and radiant with every hallowed virtue: 
O, glory of the Christian! Christ's sincere dis- 
ciple may be seen, even in this life, adorned 
with '* GRACE AND TRUTH :" O, glory of the 
Christian ! he, during so many ages, has 
drawn yearly firom the fountain of our evangelic 
festivals living waters inexhaustible: O, glory 
of the Christian I he is spreading abroad, even 
now, the word of life unto the ends of the earth, 
and (thereby preparing other children for God, 
for Christ other worisbippers. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



46 

Oii^ how is the soul impressed, at thoughts 
like these, with a consciousness of her own 
dignity ! how does faith increase in vital energy, 
and confidence grow in firmness f until we feel 
the ailsurance of St. Peter, that ** the trial of 
our faith shall be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 
Nay more : " Having not seen Christ," how do 
we yet feel we *' love " him f How, " though 
evfen now we see him not," yet, believing, we 
^'rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory : receiving the end of our faith,"— that 
&ith which is the mother of earnest zeal, and 
the niirse of every virtue, " in the j^lyation of 
our souls!" 

My Brethren, there is but one mode in which 
we can truly glorify God, who hath given his 
Son for us; and that is, by being Christians. 
But who is he, who may be truly called a 
Christum? It U he who, acknowledging hi» 
unWorthiness and his manilDld emors,^ fiies tx> 
the " DRACE " of his Saviour, and applies to kjb 
progress in sanctification the^* TEttru " whose 
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light the Saviour causes to shine out before his 
eyes. In the estimation of the true Christian, 
God's love to him is paramount to every other 
object. He shun3> with the titmost aversion^ 
every thing which can enfeeble his fiadth, or 
prove injurious to his virtue; roots out every 
evil propensity; and, never allowing himself to 
be diverted by the current of the world, keeps 
his eye steadily and exclusively fibted on the 
end in view. That which he devotes to hi$ 
Saviour, is far more than all that remains, of his 
time, of his affections, <^ his faculties : it is his 
entire being. He is spared the torment of 
passion and the renunrse of sin; he abandons 
neither his true interests, nor the cause of the 
Gospel ; he defers not, till it is too late, self-- 
knowledge and self<*correction ; he deems all 
love unworthy of him, but the love of righteous- 
ness. *' It was for me,'' he saith to himself 
" that Christ evinced so much love^^ — for me he 
suffered : Oh, how shall I forbear to glorify him 
in life and death ? How forbear to make his love 
known, his sacrifice appreciated^ his Gt>spel 
delighted in? How forbear to concur in tl^ 
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promotion of the design for which he came to 
visit me, or to follow in his footsteps?" 

" The Word was made flesh ;" nor did he 
ever utter an unholy expression, or one unwor- 
thy of the Deity. Let us apply this lesson in 
our own discourses,^ — never to let fall a,word in- 
jurious to faith, to piety, to humility, to charity, 
to justice, to purity; never for the purpose of 
lying, or for disseminating discord or vice ; 
never with the view of seducing others ; never 
for the purpose of taking the Lord's name in 
vain; but always in order to glorify God, al- 
ways to promote the good, temporal and spiri- 
tual, of our fellow-creatures : such is our duty. 

'* The Word was made flesh." — Jesus, that 
he might extricate us from our misery, came 
to share it with us. Let us take this for a 
lesson of charity and brotherly tenderness : let 
us learn to share in the difficulties, the priva- 
tions, the sufferings, and the dangers of our 
brethren. Not satisfied with sending them 
proofs of our beneficence, let us for a time 
leave our habitations, where comfort and ele- 
gance reig^, in order to visit the sick and'ihdi- 
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gent in their mournful retreats, carrying, where-' 
ever we go, the charity which aids, and the 
truth which consoles ; and thus let us distin- 
guish this great festival, and every day of our 
lives, by exhibiting to the view of our suffering 
brethren, the image of God our Saviour, ia 
which consists the glory of the Gost)el. , And 
let us at the same time not forget, while we are 
careful to guard against despising the poor, tlie 
menial, the weak, and the ignorant, that the 
piety of the poor sufferer, who prays to. God 
for his benefactors, is a more grateful offering to 
heaven than all the easy virtues of prosperity . 

** The word was made flesh." — He who 
was " in the form of God, humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death," for our salvation* 
In this, we have a lesson of humility and self- 
denial. He humbled himself : shall we be 
always striving to be exalted? He became 
poor : must we of necessity be rich ? He lived 
in obscurity and neglect : cannot we dispense 
with men's honours, esteem, and regard ? He 
voluntarily subjected himself to suffering : must 
we every day enjoy our pleasures, our luxuries, 
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our feasts? Alas! are we following Christ, 
when humiliation offends us, when a single pri- 
vation drives us to despair, when a trivial dis- 
appointment irritates us, when a retired life 
wearies us and we can live only for the w(»rld> 
when temptation renders us cruel or unjust ; — 
when, in fine, we submit, for the sake of our 
passions, our caprices, and our worldly inter 
rests, to sacrifices which we should refuse to 
make to our duty and to heaven? Where, in 
this case, is the resemblance to Christ in us ? 
Where, when we suffer our affections to be 
entangled widi earthly things, and we have 
cause to blush on account of the little care we 
take to encourage h<dy dispositions, — where 
is our preparation for heaven ? where are the 
evidences of our treading in the path marked 
<»tt for us by Christ? 

And yet, who could concentrate his medita- 
tions upon the life of his Saviour, md upon what 
we owe to his sufferings and his instructions, 
and not feel his heart expand with glowing and 
tender emotions, his mind exalted and enlarged, 
his ardour awakened, his affections purified, bis 
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turbulence of passion quelled ? Who could kelp 
becoming better, or, at least, refrain from form^ 
ing solemn resolutions of amendment, and from 
labouring with incessant assiduity to realise 
them ? Thus wise is man, when he gives hun^ 
self up to the diyine guidance I Thus exalted 
is the Christian, when he falls prostrate at the 
feet of Jesus, adores, and obeys! Oh, let us 
exclaim with the Apostle, — and may theae 
words be found applicable to all who hear me :-^ 
*' Grace be with them that love our Lord Jesus 
in sincerity;" who love him that they may 
serve and glorify him, that they may purify 
their hearts with zeal for his service and grati- 
tude for his benefits, that they may cause him 
to dwell in and round about them I 

And, I will also say, ** Grace be with aU 
them '' who have never learned to love the LcNfd 
Jmu8« May it abide with them, that they may 
obtain mercy, and that it may sanctify their 
soub ; that so faith may succeed in them to 
unbelief, — zeal to indifference, — the love of God 
to the love of the worid and of themselves! 
May their very sins be the means of opening 
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their eyes, and of making them sensible that 
men's passions are tyrants as perfidious as they 
are merciless, and that Christ is a dear and 
faithful friend, who alone will not leave nor 
forsake them at the brink of the grave, — no, 
nor beyond the grave! 

Adorable Saviour! ** Only-begotten Son of 
God!" blessed be thou for all that thou hast 
done and suffered, in order to enable us to 
become yet again his deiar childi'en! From 
that heavenly abode, whither thou didst reas- 
cend after thy great sacrifice, thou hast conti- 
nxied ever to be unto us '* the word '* of salva- 
tion, by speaking to ' our hearts, and calling us 
to '. life and happiness. With what earnest 
longing dost thou wait to receive lis into thy 
paradise J where there is no strife, because 
there God alone reigns ; no darkness, because 
nothing intercepts thy light; no misery nor 
death, because it is the abode of that life, which 
is life ' indeed ! Happy the man who, after 
having quitted this life of trial, and in all his 
being become united to Thee, enters upon a life 
of glory, and feels his eyes opening upon the 
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transporting light of heaven ! And happy the 
light of that eternal day, in which we shall 
contemplate the full completion of the work of 
our salvation through thy blood ! With what 
raptures shall we then bless the Father, who 
hath loved us with so much love, — the Son, 
who hath redeemed us, — the Holy Ghost, 
who hath renewed our nature, and changed us 
into glorified creatures ! How unlike such rap- 
tures to those transient flashes of zeal, in which, 
here on earth, we devote ourselves to thee, and 
then instantly fly off in pursuit of some plea- 
sure of this world. How often, alas ! have we 
promised to be thine, and thine alone ; whilst, 
almost as often, O loving Saviour, we have for- 
gotten and offended thee ! Put an end to this 
criminal inconstancy ; and enable us to apply 
all our powers and our will to choose what is 
good, and to do what is good, and to serve thee 
truly now and for ever ! Amen ! 
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SERMON III. 

THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF 
REPENTANCE. 

Gaussen. 
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Note.— 1» the original, the third and fourth Discouraei form 
but one ; which, on account of its wnumal, and (in relation to 
the rest of those selected for the present volume) its dispro-^ 
portionatekngth, the Editor has tahen the Uberty to dxoide in 
two, without, he trusts, any injury to the effect of the whoh* 
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SERMON III. 



Luke xiii. 1 — 5. 

There were present at that season some that told him of the 

Galileans^ whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 

sacrifices. 
And Jesus answering said nnto them. Suppose ye that these 

Galileans were sinners above kll the Galileans, because 

they suffered*such things ? 
I tell you, Nay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish. 
Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 

slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men 

that dwelt in Jerusalem ? 
I tell you. Nay : but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 

perish. 



A PREACHER remarkable for a truly chris- 
tian energy and for a persuasive tenderness of 
manner^ being asked what was the feeling which 
predominated in his mind^ whilst his imploring 
voice and his affectionate language penetrated 
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and various marks of a genuine repentance^ we 
shall content ourselves with submitting to you 
a series of such questions, respecting its leading 
features, as will enable you of yourselves, if 
you are sincerely disposed, to know the con- 
dition of your souls before God. 

Previously, however, to addressing them to 
you,, it b ^cessary that you be here put in 
mind of a leading principle, whidh too many 
pei^ons among us forget or overlook ; which is, 
thjBLt, although> doubtless^ the real childi^n of 
God are to be known by their fruits, repent- 
ance is not properly an outward #^ork. It is 
the heart which God regards; it is the heart 
vfiddti must change. And as the most indul- 
gent parent would reject with disgust the most 
officious respect and assiduous attentions of his 
child, if he knew that that child, weary of his 
presence, and entertaining no affection for him, 
served him merely from the slavish fear of in- 
curring correction, dv in order to secure a more 
considerable portion;. of the^patemal inherit- 
a^pe I .p^ch/more wou^ God, w:ho cl^ 
wncUvjlde^; lov^, ;^ho ff searcheth>tbe rein? and 
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hearts," and '* who knows what is in man/' 
refuse to accept a slayish wolrship, or the vam 
efforts of a heart devoid of love for him, where 
the creature is enthroned in the place of the 
Creator, i . 

*^ My son," he asks, ** give me thy heart/' 
— '* thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart;" — "the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth, for man looketh on the outward appear^ 
ance, but the Lord Iboketh on the heart ;"-*-* 
" and though you give all your godds to feed 
the poor, and though you give your body to Mt 
burned, and have not charity," that is io say, 
love in the heart, you ** are nothing." It id 
love that God asks of his creature ; it is with 
love that hcTeiquires to be served; it .is love 
which makes the life of the blessed; it is love 
which *' shall never perish." 

The work of repentance, therefore, is, I re^ 
peat, within; and, to make use of the defiai* 
tions of Scripture itself. It is the nmewing of 
'' the image of God" in the heart of fcdlen man; 
it is the conversion of the heart; it is the '* cir- 
cumcision of the heart ;" it is the '' taking 
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away of the heart of stone ;" it is the "obe- 
dience of the heart ;" it is '' the purification 
of the, heart;" it is ''the love of God in the 
he&rt." 

It might seem superfluous, perhaps, to re- 
call, in a Christian temple, principles so obvi- 
ous; and apparently so generally admitted: — 
but, in the name of all that is most precious 
to you, in the name of the soul and the eter- 
nity which are yours, be careful here; exa- 
mine your heart seriously ; and do not follow 
the example of so many unhappy persons, 
who, beguiled by the appearances of a refor- 
mation merely external, persuade themselves 
that they stand in no need of repentance, 
because they have received the washing of bap- 
tism, because they frequent Christian assem^ 
blies, because their conduct, with regard to men, 
is regular and decent; whilst at the same time 
their heart is, notwithstanding, secretly alie- 
nated from God; whilst the honours and the 
love of the world i^till usurp the place which 
ought to be occupied by the fear and the love of 
the Almighty ; whilst the maxims of the world. 
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the approbation of the world, the favour of the 
world, nevertheless, constitute at once their 
rule of life, their aim, and their recompence. 

Examine yourselves thoroughly, then. My 
Brethren, we conjure you. Think that those 
awful words, '* unless ye repent, ye shall 
PERISH," proceeded from the very mouth of 
Him, who had foregone the glories of heaven 
but to descend into the abyss of your miseries, 
and to *' deliver you from the wrath to come," 
by the wonders of a mercy higher than those 
heavens, and deeper than that abyss. Think 
that all the learning, all the anxieties^ all the 
splendour of this fleeting existence^ are, after 
all, no more than pompous puerilities, com- 
pared with that question, whereon depends 
an eternity before which a thousand genera- 
tions are but as a day : — '* Have I repented ? 
— Shall I be placed on the right hand or on 
the left ?— Am I in Christ or out of Christ ?" 

Lend, then, an attentive ear to the questions 
which I shall now address to you : — 

Do you love your God? — Is it your first 
ambition, your most earnest desire, to recover 
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the image of God in your heart, — to know and 
to love him daily more and more? — Is that 
the source of your fears and your joys« your 
wishes and your griefs ? — Is sin become more 
and more hateful to you ; and is your inclina- 
tion towards it at present your heaviest burden, 
your most grievous infirmity ? 

Do you love your God ? and, like a true son, 
do you love the children of your " Father who 
is in heaven V Is yours that " pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father," which 
consists in '' visiting the fatherless and the wi- 
dows, and in keeping yourselves unspotted from 
the world ?" Do you love those who love not 
you; or do you, like the Pharisees, cmly love 
them which love you ?"* Is the advent of 
Christ's kingdom the frequent subject of your 
aspirations, of your prayers, of your medita- 
tions? Do you witness with emotion, the 
wrongs which the ungodly inflict upon Christ's 
Church ; and if such live, in any degree, in the 
enjoyment of the worid's regard, do you avoid 
admitting them to that sort of familiarity which 
you would be careful not to entertain with the 
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eoenuea of your country > the slanderers of your 
faniily, or of your person ? 

Do you love your God ? And *' out of the 
abundimae of your hevt does your naouth 
speak r'-^The political zealot discourses of the 
occurrenQes of the day ; the dissipated woman 
of her pleasures ; the merchant of his calcula* 
tiouB;; — the good son, far ftom his paternal roof, 
the wife, or the. teilder mother, separated from 
the ohfect lof their affections, recall, without 
ceasing, in their conversation, the cherished 
being, whose loved idea returns at every in* 
stant to melt and to expand their hearts: — 
Wdl, then, youj fondest and most habitual sub- 
jects ctf conversation — are they those of a child 
of Grod, of oiie wedded to Jesus Christ? — Do 
you, with this view, search out the friends of 
your heeomoij Father? — ^Do you wonder, do 
you grieve^ to see so many persons, who, ne* 
verdieless,. would be greatly offended were 
the name of Christians denied to them, able 
to pasft.entire days, months, years, with their 
parents, .their children, their brothers, their 
sisters^ and all whom they love best on earth. 
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without ever naming to them their Saviour, 
their salvation, their ''treasures in heaven," 
and those unseen things which are everlasting? 
Are you surprised and concerned to' remark, 
on the one hand, whatever new warmth and 
interest so many people display in talking 
about business, sciences, and the most indif- 
ferent occurrences of life; and, on the other 
hand, with how much coldness, infrequency, 
and proneness to disgust, they converse re- 
specting the Holy Bible, a future eternity, the 
appearance of Christ among mankind ; respect- 
ing his promises, his presence in the midst of 
his people, and of those *' good tidings," which, 
nevertheless,, are intended to be, throughout 
all generations, "for a great joy to all people?" 
Do you love your God ? — Do you love, in a 
godly manner, your children, your parents, your 
friends, your servants? — Do you love their souls? 
What is, in respect of them, the chief object of 
your fears and of your griefs, of your hopes and 
of your joys ? Are you more occupied and more 
anxious respecting their progress in the know- 
ledge of Christ and. in holiness^ than respect- 
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ing that which they may make in their studies, 
in the favour of the world, and in temporal 
advantages? 

Do you love your God? and, in like manner, 
as an affectionate heart longs for nothing so 
much as to draw near to the object loved, to 
contemplate his beauties, to hear his beloved 
voice, and to lavish proofs of tenderness upon 
him ; do you feel it a want, is it to you a 
pleasure, to converse with your God in prayer, 
to listen to him in his Word, to contemplate 
him in his worship ? — Is heaven the place 
where you have laid up *' your treasure and 
your heart"? — Is eternity, that boundless ocean, 
which formerly entered so little into your 
conceptions, now the chief subject of your 
thoughts ? 

When you examine your most ordinary sen- 
timents, when you enquire what are your soli- 
tary meditations, in those moments of careless 
musing when you permit your imagination to 
wander freely, as your secret inchnations may 
direct, — in what direction do they lead you ? — 
heavenward, or to earth ? — towards the Crea- 
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tor, or towards the creature? — towat'ds the 
plea&ured of this fleeting life> or to^;ratds that 
'' inheritance incorruptible, undefiled> and^ that 
fedeth not away/' which Christ reserres for his 
people ? — Is the Word of God your deMght ? 
— Is your heart attentive to the Toice of ^^^he 
Good Shepherd?"-^I>o you give i£*the ptfe- 
ference abbve all else that you hear or read ?^-^ 
and, in &e words of an Apostle, doyotr, *^ a* 
new-bom babes, desire the sinoere milk of 
the Word, th W ye may grow thereby 1^-^D0 
you now, in your prayers, instead of the in* 
difference and secret dislike you lately felt, 
experience a solace, a consolation, a ^genuine 
satisfaction ? — Lastly, theOhristiah Sabbath^— 
that blessed day which the Lord hathset ap^ 
for his people, — do you find that blesised Sab- 
bath a day of festival ? — Do you '* call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of th6 Lord, ho- 
nourable ?"-^Is it to you a day of ^etf-eikmi- 
nationy of charity, of prayef; and of ^ly 
joy; instead of being, las formerly, before* jN^u 
knew your Saviour, one either of * tccfidtfs 
and gloomy constraint, or else of disisipation. 
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more devoted, perhaps, to the vanities of the 
world, than were even the oth6r six days of 
the weel^ ? , 

In a word, My Brethren, try. yoursdv^ by 
these diflFerent tests, whether you have 
repented; whether yjou worship G^d with the 
ingenuous ardour of a child, or with therea£orced 
service of a slave ; whether, in fine, yours[is that 
love without which no man ca^ know the Lord 
Jesus, and without which your pretended faith 
would be a '^ dead faith," an unreal &ith, ^' a 
body without a spirit/* Oh, then, ** return 
ye," (thus spake Jehovah to his people by the 
mouth of Malachi,) '^return ye; then shall ye 
di^em between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that serveth God, and him that 
serveth him not." — But how to repent? How 
to be changed in heart ; how, therefore, to obtain 
salvation ? 

III. How to repent ? It is so long since, 
deploring the corruptions of my heart, and feel* 
ing the need of a change in my life, and in my 
inmost feelings, I try to counteract the incli- 
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nations which betray me, and to effect my 
repentance; — it is so long since, at every fresh 
celebration of the Lord's Supper, I have re- 
course to godly books ; I entrench myself in 
serious ideas ; I renew my resolutions, my en- 
deavours, and my vows ; — and yet, for all this, 
I never fail to find myself again the same, 
always heartless, always suffering from evil 
thoughts which disturb my soul! — I give alms, 
but without pleasure* and without charity ; 
read works of piety, but from a mere sense of 
duty, and without relief; I pray, but without 
confidence or even attention. I talk of my. 
sins, but without genuine sorrow ; of my Sa- 
viour, but without delight; of the vanity of 
the world, but without detaching my affec- 
tions from it : and every day of my life I find 
myself under the necessity of repeating, in my 
evening devotions, together with the same con- 
fessions and the same regrets for the day past, 
the same resolutions for the morrow. — How 
then shall I repent ? How be changed in heart? 
How, therefore, attain salvation ? 

Hear,— ye that are religiously disposed, ye 
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" weary and heavy laden," who have learned 
to deplore your frailty, and to mourn over your 
lost condition, — ^hear the Gospel; hear, that 
is to say, the ** good tidings/' 

How shall you repent ? How consequently, 
you ask, obtain salvation? — My first answer 
shall be the same which our Lord himself made 
to his disciples, when they put a similar ques- 
tion to Him : " Jesus beheld them," the Scrip- 
ture informs us, '' and said unto them. With 
man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible." Only hear the Gospel, the good 
tidings, of which this is the substance : That 
you have a Saviour; that " He is come into 
. the world to seek that which is lost ; that *' He 
is able," as an Apostle saith, '* to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by him." 

Yes, hear attentively the declaration of Peter 
and the other Apostles to the people of Jeru- 
salem : ** Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins;" — 
not ^'forgiveness of sins'' only, but " repent- 
ance'' He merits it for us, he proclaims it to 

H 
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us, he obtains it for us. — Not only does he 
merit it for us by his blood, not only does he 
proclaim it to us in his Word, — but he more- 
over obtains it for us by his Holy Spirit, 
which makes the exhortations of his Gospel 
bear fruit in our souls. 

Yes, Christians, you have a Saviour! Ob- 
serve here carefully. My Brethren, the mode 
in which we preach repentance to you.— We 
preach it to you, as we do the remission of 
sins, by Jesus Christ. — We preach it to you, 
according to that *' preaching of the cross," 
which, however it may be throughout all ages, 
to some ** a stumbling-block," and to others 
^foolishness," is nevertheless, as St. Paul saith, 
** the wisdom and the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth." 

We do not, therefore, preach it to you 
after the fashion of the mpradists of the day. 
They, — ^if you go and ask; them how a nmn 
may work a reformation in his nature, how he 
may become repentsmt, how he may ^' nudke 
himself a new heart," — they, for their part, 
having recourse, as an Apostle expresses it, to 
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"philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ," will reply : ** Use your en- 
deavours to become righteous, and to stifle in 
your bosoms every evil wish; use your en- 
deavours to love God with all your heart, and 
to copy the Pauls, the Timothies, and all the 
nobler spirits who have gone before you;" — 
without ever directing you to Christ, although 
*' without him you can do nothing," and though 
he alone can render effectual those very endea- 
vours they require of you. These men, alas, 
in their blind security, are like the idiot, 
who, because he had beheld Jesus, at the en- 
trance of Bethany or Jerusalem, stretch forth 
his mighty arm and command the brother of 
Mary, *^ Lazarus, come forth !" — like him, I 
say, who, because he had seen the sick and the 
lifeless rise at the voice of Jesus, and display 
strength unfelt before, should tl^enceforth have 
imagined himself enabled to imitate the miraclai 
of our Lord, by a mimicry of his gestures and his 
mandates ; and shonld have begun, like him, to 
cry to the dead entombed in the sepulchres of 
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Bethany, or to the cripples stretched under the 
porticos of Bethesda : *' Come forth, ye dead, 
from your graves ! Ye paralytic, rise and walk 
with a firm foot ; follow the example of this 
Lazarus, who issues from the tomb ; imitate 
the courageous attempts of this paralytic, and 
walk without fear." 

We likewise. My Brethren, — we say to you. 
Use your endeavours ; we also — we command 
the paralytic to rise and to follow Jesus ; we 
also — ^we tell you to imitate the redeemed of 
the Lord, — to imitate the Pauls, the Timothies, 
the Stephens, and all those exalted characters 
whom the Saviour hath made his own. But we 
say it, as the Apostles did : '* In the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk; Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole, 
arise;" — but it is through your applying to 
Jesus, that ^* his strength may be made perfect 
in your weakness ;" that you may be "washed, 
sanctified, and justified, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our Grod ;"— butit is 
through your applying to Jesus, who alone is able 
to breathe back life into an extinct body, "who 
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upholdetb all things by the word of his power, 
without whom no maa cometh unto the Father," 
and in whom " they that are dead shall live/' * 
We also, — we say to you with the Apostles : 
''Repent ye," but not without adding, as 
they invariably do, " and believe the Gospel ;'* 
*' for, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in Christ." He is ** the vine, 
ye are the branches;" he " that dw^lleth in 
Christ, and in whom dwelleth the Spirit of 
Christ, the same bringeth forth much fruit: but 
without him ye can do nothing." — We also, we 
say to you, with the Apostle, strive to live 
holily, for " without holiness no man can see 
the Lord ;" but withal we pray to God, as he 
does, to ** make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which 
is well pleasing in his sight." — We, like Eze- 
kiel, say to you : '* Make you a new heart and 
a new spirit, for why will ye die. Oh, House of 
Israel ?" — but, like him, we add thereto, on the 
Lord's part : ** A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you : and I 
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will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes." 

Repentance, you see, therefore, is, in a 
certain sense, if you will, both the work of 
man and the work of Christ. It is^ Lazarus 
himself, no doubt, who raises himself from the 
tomb^ at the voice of the Saviour ; it is the 
sinner himself, no doubt, who, at the same 
voice of Jesus, raises himself from the tomb of 
his vices : *' Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light ;" nevertheless it is God, saith St. Paul, 
it is ** God, who for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in tres- 
passes and sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ." Nor, he adds, does this pro- 
ceed from ourselves ; *' it is the gift of Gt)d ; 
foir we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them." 

Repentance, then, you will s$y, must be a 
miracle ! — True, My Brethren, literally speak- 
ing, every genuine repentance is a miracle of 
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the Holy Ghost ; and hence it is that the 
penitent are denominated, " created of God," 
^^born of the Holy Ghost," ^^born of God," 
" children of God." — ^True, there is no question 
but that every sincere conversion is a miracle ; 
and this miracle, which is of daily occurrence in 
Christ's Church, differs from those instances of 
supernatural healing and of resurrection, which 
are handed down to us in the Gospel, in this 
r^pect alone, that those marvellous operations 
were external and visible, whilst the conversion 
of the heart is a miracle intertial ^nd invisible, 
and that, for the most part, it proceeds only by 
progressive advances and ipsengible degrees. 

Yes! Christ is a *' Prince and a Saviour," 
raised up to procure for his people repentance 

AND REMISSION OF SINS. 

Ami thou, Lord, thou livest yet!— Thou, Lord, 
hast declared in thy Word, that '* thou art the 
same yesterday, ta-day, and fof ever ;" and at 
this mc^Dent, in whiph (more than " two or 
three") we **are ga^ered together in thyname/' 
-r^ this moment, in whiph, in thy name, we 
are preaching thy Wofd»—- w^^ know that thou 
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art present '' in the midst of us/' and that 
thou art *' able to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Thee." 

Yes, Christians, yes, ye have a Saviour ! In 
his name it is, then, Oh, my hearers, — it is in 
his name, it is with the Bible in our hands, 
that I conjure you to come unto this Almighty 
Saviour ; whom, indeed, you behold not, but 
who calls you by my mouth this day, who 
stretches out his arms to you, and who crieth 
out to you : " Will ye not come unto me, that 
ye might have life!" Yes, *' we are ambas- 
sadors for Christ," and it is in his name that 
we call upon you to repent, — all, without ex- 
ception : That you all need it, we have 
demonstrated to you ; — but now we farther de- 
clare to you, that you are all capable of it. 

Go, then, to Christ, " ye that are weary 
and Jieavy laden," ye who long to be changed 
in heart; go to Christ, that ye may receive 
life; — but go without delay, without reserve, 
without distrust; — go, I say again, without 
an instant's delay, in sincerity and without 
reserve, freely and without distrust. 
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1. Yes! go, without delay. Procrastinate 
no longer from one day to another. Think 
how swiftly, with *'the fashion of this world," 
those visions of delight speed on, in which, 
even in laughter, the heart is sad." Think, 
that you, perhaps, will be called away from 
existence as unawares as the Galileans of the 
temple, or as the eighteen of Siloam. Think, 
that, in issuing from this sacred place, where 
you are employed in presenting to the Al- 
mighty your sacrifices of praise, the sword 
of death may fall upon you. — Oh, then, delay 
no longer ; but render thanks to God that yet 
there is time. 

2. But, we also say, go in sincerity and 
without reserve, seriously desiring to obey his 
commandments, and ''not to grieve his Spirit." 
Go as if unable to do any thing of yourselves, 
indeed, but go also as those *^ who can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
you." 

Yes, I would say to you, in the words of our 
Lord, " Wilt thou be made whole? If thou 
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canst believe," thou may est ; '* all things are 
possible to him thatbelieveth". — But, you must 
likewise act, as well as believe. Like the sick of 
the palsy, relying upon the energy of Him who 
said to him, " Rise up and walk," you must 
from this time walk in the train of your Sa- 
viour, and say to yourself: '* So long as I slum- 
ber in my criminal inactivity, I shall thereby 
afford a melancholy proof that I have not truly 
believed in his Word. There is no sincerity in 
an inactive belief; it is counterfeit ; it is ^ dead :' 
it is no more really belief or faith, than a body 
without soul, is a man. — Had I verily believed 
his Word, instead of lying still upon my palsied 
couch, or in my tomb, I should have risen at 
that voice which cried to me : * Awake, thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.' — Had I verily 
believed his Word, I should have gone forth to 
the fight, and said, as did David, as did Jona- 
than, as did Joshua : ' I will not trust in my 
bow, neither shall my sword save me ; this is 
the Lord's battle; the Lord is with me; be 
strengthen,' O my soul, ' and fight valiantly/*' 
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— Let us then go forward for ever, in tKe path 
of duty. — Let us go forward in that career to 
which he calls us, " looking to the Author and 
Finisher of our faith." — Let us go on, with the 
ardour of the ten lepers of the Gospel, in the 
heavenly course which he points out to us; 
and, like them, with the conviction, that 
through his grace we shall find there the heal- 
ing which was promised us. 

So be it. Oh, God ! Yes ! from this time forth, 
I am resolved to do thy will; — from this time 
forth, I am resolved to listen to thee in thy 
Word, for it is through thy Word that thy Spirit 
will influence my heart; — I will call upon thee 
in prayer, for without thee I can do nothing; — 
I will follow thee in the combat, for it is Thou 
liiat commandest me to fight. Oh, God! what, 
in regard to me, is thy will ? Wherein, from 
this time forth, shall I reform my habits, — my 
life before the world, my life in my seclusion, 
my life in my own bosom ? — Oh, Grod ! what 
int^course must I break ofi*, what danger must 
I fly from, wh^ thoughts must I repress, for 
what evil must I make reparation, what re* 
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concilement, what confession, what sacrifice 
must I make ?— Oh, God ! " if I have done 
wrong to any man," henceforth *' I restore 
to him fourfold." Oh, God ! what is thy will 
with regard to me ? 

3, But moreover. My Brethren,— but above 
all, go to Christ freely and without distrust. 
It is in this point, tnore than all, that I could 
wish you well to feel the force of his Word ; 
it is here that I could desire that it might 
*' pierce like a two-edged sword, even to the 
dividing asunder of joints apd marrow." — He 
calls you, he entreats you; he has sufiered 
every thing, he has merited every thing for you ; 
he hath '* perfected all things :" wherefore then 
should you stilJ hesitate ? Wherefore should 
you not go freely and without distrust ? Do 
I not from this place hear your fears and your 
scruples ; (and what honest mind ever sought 
its Saviour, without, like you, experiencing 
them?) You defer going to him, until you 
have such remembrances to call up in your life, 
and find such dispositions in your hearts, as may 
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embolden you, and justify a confidence which 
were else presumptuous. " My God!" you 
exclaim, '' I have confidence in the invitations 
of the Gospel ; I have confidence in the power 
of my Saviour: but I could wish to find in my- 
self more love, more longing, more holiness; 
but I feel myself still so unworthy of pre- 
suming to indulge an expectation, that in me 
are to be accomplished those magnificent pro- 
mises of mercy, of pardon, of help, of glory, 
of love eternal." 

Oh, My dear Brethren, . lay aside, at once 
lay aside, these scruples of a proud humility, 
these secret and always fatal researches into 
yourselves, after your own righteousness. — 
When will you go to Christ, if for that pur- 
pose you wait till you are worthy ? When 
will you go to the great Physician of souls, 
to the Redeemer of sinners, the ** Saviour of 
that which is lost," if you wait for that pur- 
pose till you are neither sick, nor a sinner, 
nor lost. 

True, he has declared to us, that ** unless 
we be bom again, we cannot enter into the 
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kingdom of heaven ; true, " except we re- 
pent" before we die, ** we shall all perish;" 
true, when the last hour shall come, " without 
holiness '' of heart '* no man shall see the 
Lord :" but in this life, — but so long as *' the 
Gospel is preached to the poor, healing to the 
broken-hearted and deliverance to the cap- 
tives," — but in this life, in order to go to 
Christ, nothing more is necessary than to be 
sensible of our unhappy condition, and sin- 
cerely to wish for relief ; it is only necessary 
to go to him in the manner of the publican, — 
*' Lord be merciful to me a sinner !" — in order, 
like him, to " return to our house justified :" 
But here on earth, in order to come to Christ, 
like Peter upon the Galilean waves, we must 
turn our attention, not to our natural tendency 
to sink, not to the depth of the waters, not to 
the violence of the winds, but to Jesus extend- 
ing his arms to us, and saying : " Come ! — 
O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt?" Nothing is necessary but, like the 
penitent woman, to cast ourselves at his feet, 
in order to hear those sweet and transporting 
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>rords: Go, my son; " thy faith hath saved 
thee ; go in peace." 

Go to him, then — go to him as you are, 
freely and without distrust, remembering that 
he invited unto him " all those Who are weary 
and heavy laden;" remembering that what he 
commands you in his Word, he will obtain for 
you by his Spirit, he has purchased for you by 
his blood ; and that himself hath said : ** He 
that Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out." Go therefore to him, exclaiming with 
your whole heart, in the words of David: 
*' Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 
OLord: If thou. Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
who shall stand ? But there is forgiveness with 
thee, that thou mayest be feared :" — Aye, for- 
giveness, that thou mayest be feared ! — I come 
then to thee, O my God; '' poor, miserable, 
blind, and naked," with no other offering than 
the confession of my unworthiness, with no 
other claim to thy mercies but my misery and 
thy promises; " Purge me, O God, with 
hyssop," and the blood of the Tabernacle, 
" and I shall be clean : Create in me a clean 
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heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me." 

If, My Brethren, you do these things, if you 
thus draw nigh to the Saviour, I am authorized 
to affirm to you, upon the word of God, " who 
cannot lie," that, assuredly you will find 
peace, assuredly your prayers will be heard, 
assuredly you will repent, assuredly you will 
be saved. / 

Herein trust the Word of God, herein trust 
the believers of every age and nation. These 
are the sole means which wrought the repent- 
ance and salvation of the sanguinary Saul of 
Tarsus, the sinful Mary, and the unjust pub- 
lican Zaccheus. These are the sole means 
which have wrought the repentance and justi- 
fication of believers of our own days ; who will 
all tell you, with the Apostle Paul : " This is 
a faithful saying, that Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me Jesus Christ might show forth all long 
suffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on Him, to life everlasting." 
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Then will the Saviour fulfil for you his two- 
fold promise,— the remission of your sins, and 
the conversion of your soul. Then will the 
spectacle of Jesus, dying for you with tortures 
at which humanity shudders, and amidst the 
anguish of the second death, — that spectacle 
unfolded to your view by the Holy Spirit, — sug- 
gest to you feelings and convictions respecting 
the enormity of sin and the goodness of God, 
compared with which every discourse of the 
most eloquent human wisdom, respecting vice 
and virtue, will appear to you no more than 
'* sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." — 
Then, in like manner as the earth, when the 
warmth of the sun returns after a protracted 
winter, feefe the melting of the ice which held 
it bound in the fetters of sterility and death, 
will your spirit, when once it shall have beheld 
Jesus " the sun of righteousness, with healing 
in his wings," drink in, together with the light 
of feith, the warmth, the peace, the joy, the 
spring-time of a new existence, causing it to 
be renewed in youth and freshness, to the glory 
of its God, — Then you will daily become more 

I 
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like your Saviour, ^' meek and lowly of heart ;'* 
you will f ^ put off all augar, wrath, malice, 
e^l doiicupiseence ;" you will ^^ put off the 
old man with his deeds," and will put on, as the 
^ dect of God, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
kmg suffering ; and the peace of God " will 
** rule in your heartsu" 

Oi '^ good tidings !" O, tidings how joyful to 
the heart of a sinner conscious of his .wretch- 
edliesa, and in search of peace ! O my soul, 
drink in icmg draughts :<tf these living waters of 
heawuy whose refreshing is unto ^eternal life! — 
Is not. My Brethren, is not this Gospel, — 
are not those good tidings indeed a subject of 
great joy to your exhausted souls ? 

Oups is a Saviour ** mighty to save/* Let 
us. not then refuse to go to him! Wretched 
sinners, wretcdied mortals, wretched worms as 
we are, on the brink of eternity, " to whom 
should we go?'^ Hath not he alone '^ the 
words of eternal life ?" It is such a joy, it is 
such a bliss, to resign one's self to Christ !— It 
is< so delightful a tlnng, even in the midst oi 
tears, even in exile, even under the darkest 
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cloud of woe^ even ii^ the house of mourning, 
even' on the bed of death »— it is so delightful 
a thing to disburden one's self, at the foot of 
the cross, of the load of one's sins — ^to deny 
one's self— to give one's self wholly up to him 
— to follow him— to resign our heart to him ! 

Almighty God! in thy name I have said to 
these thy people : " Repent ye ; except ye 
REPENT, ye shall perish finthyuamc I have 
said to them : ^' Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light," — but nevertheless what is it that I have 
been able to do, save only *^ to sow," and *' to 
water." It is Thou only, O God, *' that givest 
the increase," it is Thou only that givest salva- 
tion, it is Thou only that makest the dead to 
live ! Here then, O Lord God, we once more, 
in the presence of thy divine majesty, confess 
ourselves miserable sinners, deserving of con- 
demnation and death ; but humbly we fly for 
refuge to thy grace ; and we implore thee, for 
the love of thy Son, to help our wretchedness; 
to pardon our transgressions, to increase in us 
daily the graces of thy blessed Spirit : that so, 

I 2 
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acknowledging more and more our offences, 
and being converted to Thee, we may with all 
our heart forsake sin, and bring forth fruits of 
righteousness well pleasing to Thee, through 
Jesus Christ Our Lord. — ^Amen. 
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ON THE NATIVmr OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 
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SERMON V. 



Luke ii. 8, 9, 10. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about them : and they 

were sore afraid. 
And the Angel said unto them. Fear not ; for, behdd, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people. 



THE work of God, as far ^s man's salvation 
fe concerned, includes two things equally wor- 
thy of our adoration: — the one, the benefit in 
itself; the other, its application. The one is 
the gift, which he presents, of his Son, ahd. 
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together with him, of all other blessings that 
could accompany this amazing act of love ; the 
other is the knowledge which he affords of that 
Redeeming Son, to those individuals or na- 
tions, whom he judges prepared or worthy to 
receive him: — the whole means he employs 
for the manifesting of this ** great salvation," 
and for the propagation and triumph of his 
Gospel. 

There is, in these two branches of the divine 
proceedings, a character of grandeur and mag- 
nificence common to both: but, in both, that 
grandeur and that magnificence lose them- 
selves, as it were, in all that is most humble. 
The Almighty descends upon earth, in order, 
as it appears, to search out the obscurest, and 
the most abject forms, wherein to conceal him- 
self from the eyes of the ungodly, who are 
there incapable of perceiving him. 

A helpless child, to whom, in the recesses 
of a stable, a humble woman hath just given 
birth, is yet the Son of God, the future Lord 
of earth and heaven! The world knows him 
not; the nation which expects him for its 
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king, remains wholly unsuspicious of his iden- 
tity : — Such is the first step in the divine pro- 
ceedings, the earliest union of grandeur with 
meanness, by which weak minds are scanda- 
lised, but which deeply affects him who knows 
how righ^y to regard it, as thus giving to 
humanity a generous friend — to the poor, a 
brother — to the afflicted, a comforter. 

And with respect to the first manifestation 
which Heaven makes of this gift, you have just 
heard it related ; and must have remarked in 
it a similar conjunction of circumstances the 
most opposite: — so close is the analogy be- 
tween this mystery and that of which it is 
the promulgation. Let us, then, endeavour to 
pierce its depths, — if possible to justify it, — 
to obtain, at least, a glimpse of its object ; — 
above all, to draw from the narrative before us 
the valuable lessons it contains. Of these 
lessons some are afforded us in the conduct 
of Heaven itself, and of the angels by whom 
it was manifested ; others, in that of the 
humble individuals, who were honoured with 
this glorious revelation ; the former presenting 
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us with an opportunity of reflecting upon the 
ways of God, in the application of the ben^ts 
of grace, ^— the latter, upon the manner in which 
it is fit they should be received. — Oh, that we 
ourselves, blessed with the knowledge of that 
great salvation which the Lord hath obtained 
for us, may learn from this afiecting medita- 
tion, to feel its value, and to metit the posses* 
sion of it in eternity ! 

It is not the miraculous part of the event 
which we are considering, that could be of a 
nature to excite in us a painful astonishment ; 
Hor is it in that quarter, that scepticism could 
make the slightest attack upon our faith. It 
was natural, according to our human notions, 
that €rod should signalize, by a prodigy of the 
kind, the nativity of his Son ; that he should 
dignify it, in the eyes of the world, by such 
messengers. We no where read, that those 
celestial spirits were ever employed to an- 
nounce the birth of the greatest of men. They 
foretold, indeed, to Abraham, that Sarah should 
have a son; they conferred the like honour upon 
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the fether of John the Baptist ; but they came 
iKrt in angelic pag^mtry to proclaim to the world 
that either of them was bom. This privilege 
was justiy reserved for the RedeemBr, the ob- 
ject of their adoration, — for Him who came to 
unbar the gates of their glorious habitations, 
^ikd to present them with companions of their 
«9dmortality. 

The imagination, which, in a subject so 
adapted to exalt it, may be allowed to pic- 
tttT^ to itself those scenes which no eye hath 
witnessed, — the imagination delights torepne^ 
^nt those inhabitants of heaven, as attending, 
at his advent, upon the Son of the King of 
Glory; formmg his bright train; proclainung 
Mb praises; celebrating his love towards, us; 
minii^ering in the accomplishn^ent of that mjsr 
tery, in which he takes upon him mortal flesh ; 
sharing, after its consummation, in the hap- 
piness . of mankind ; assuming, with delight, 
a -visible form, in order to solenmize, by their 
hozannas, that glorious epoch; and affording 
to mankind a foretaste of the blessings with 
which Jesus came to crown them. Yes, 
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My Brethren, you will not deny, that the nK>re 
magnificent the mode of revelation, the more 
our minds would be disposed to give it crer 
dence, because the subject is worthy of it in 
the highest degree. 

What, therefore, at first sight, strikes with 
astonishment in this occurrence, is, that in one 
point of view, it seems to present something 
mean, or (shall we say?) little analogous to its 
other aspect; — it is, that not only the earth 
universally was not permitted to hear pro^ 
claimed its Benefactor and its Sovereign, but 
that the very people among whom he was 
bpm, — the People whom God, with a view to 
this great benefit, had separated from the 
rest, — ^to whom, for so long, it had been the 
delight of his prophets to announce him, — 
whose hearts were beating, and at that instant, 
which they had designated, especially, with 
the hope of at last possessing their glorious 
Messiah, — who, in short, were prepared to re- 
ceive with transport the heavenly infant into 
their arms — (since, as appears by the very words 
of the angel, the tidings of his birth were to be a 
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subject of GREAT JOY to the whole people ;) — 
that that people, I say, should, with an incon- 
siderable exception, be altogether excluded 
from this immediate revelation from heaven. 
What a contrast with ideas, apparently so 
natural and so just, is formed by these expres- 
sions of the Sacred Historian : ** There were in 
the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night" ! 

Such, then, is the theatre of the most amaz- 
ing spectacle that ever mortal eyes beheld, — 
fields covered with flocks ! Such the moment 
chosen for this solemnity, — the depth of night, 
when scarcely an eye could be enabled to 
enjoy it! Such are the persons, whom the 
Almighty exclusively distinguishes by this 
honour, — ^Shepherds ! men of the lowest de- 
greee, men of simple and credulous minds, — 
at least that is the first idea we conceive of 
them, — rude men, perhaps, whose exterior and 
whose character will, in some sort, justify the 
unbelief of the nation to whom they are sent 
with that joyful messa.ge! How is it possible, 
but that this relation should, for the moment. 
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suggest some difficulties and oocasion some 
doubts, even in mimds the most open to coa- 
viction? 

Nor does the Holy Spirit positively ooit- 
demn these faint misgivings, provided that we 
decline not, in order to their removal, ai^^ c^" 
the means of illumination which he pffers ufk. 
Before attempting, however, to place sucli 
means before you, I make my previous appeal 
to your feelings. — Is there not discoveral^ in 
these circumstances, that sort of divine cbarn^i 
which produces the presentiment of religious 
truth? — Does not your heart delight in Xhi^ 
rustic s^itude, and amongst the^ messengeiB 
of peace ?^ — And they — do they not theoiselves 
appear to yali in their place, rather here> thjstA 
wherever crowded assemblages of men giveaa 
ideal only of tumult and of corruption ? — Does 
there appear to you nothing calculated to at? 
tract Of to charm th^n^ in that midnight riepoM 
Ml which their celestial voices eaeounter not a 
urarmur that can 6bstruct their appit^ach totbe 
eoclMmted ear ?. On the ot^er band,;those qiqu, 
Whonr, notwithstanding the i*feriority of theif 
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condition, we should be wrong if we ranked 
them with the hired servants who keep our 
otvn flocks, — (for in those days the occupa- 
tion of a shepherd was much more honoured, 
David himself being one,) — do those men, ha- 
bituated, it may be, to contemplate, in that 
lovely climate, the works of the Almighty, 
appear to you, upon reflection, unworthy on 
their part to be thus favoured- of heaven? Is 
it not, in short, beneath that starry vault, 
and in the midst of that beneficent majesty of 
nature, that it became the mightiest benefit of 
Grod's grace to be proclaimed ? Is it not in 
this temple of creation, that Christ himself will 
come to worship his Father, and to instruct 
mankind ? — ^Yes, abode of innocence and of 
peace, it was due to thee, to resound with 
language that promulgated a Saviour to the 
w(nrldJ The heart, at least, finds nothing to 
ofibnd it here; and ^should the judgment yet 
remain unsatisfied, the means of informing if 
are in our hands : — ^To this end let us consider 
the subject more deeply. 
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If, Christians, you observe carefully, you 
will find that the event, which thus signalizes 
the opening of the Gospel dispensation, ife in 
perfect harmony with the spirit of the dispen- 
sation itself, — with the object, I would be un- 
derstood to say, which our Lord proposed to 
himself by his coming into the world. It 
was not his purpose, you need not be told, to 
transfer to earth the " brightness of his glory," 
— to erect over us an empire, of which the 
advantages would have had an exclusive ten- 
dency to promote his own glory, or of which 
even the benefits had been incompatible with 
our self-respect. " My kingdom," he said, 
when his death was at hand, " my kingdom 
is not of this world." And this he already 
gives us to understand at his nativity; an- 
nouncing, indeed, his celestial reign, by the 
train which attends him, and proclaims him the 
Lord, but indicating at the same time, that 
the object of his coming is not to summon the 
world to the acknowledgment of its King ; for, 
without doubt, in that case, he had presented 
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himself to it in another form^ than that of a 
frail infant, " wrapped in swaddling clothes," 
to whom poverty refuses even a cradle. If 
Jesus is pleased to constitute for himself aa 
earthly kingdom, it is one imperceptible to 
the senses, it is one in the hearts that freely 
acknowledge him for their Lord, — for God's 
vicegerent. The object he proposes, is, the 
solution of this important and difficult pro- 
blem. To furnish man with the precious, all- 
powerful, and triumphant guidance of Faith; 
without, however, forcing his belief, without 
depriving him of all merit, by rendering super- 
fluous the noble exercise ofhis reason, without 
thereby diminishing the value of his virtues, or 
endangering his title to their glorious rewards. 
Now, My Brethren, had Jesus made his ap- 
pearance with the overpowering magnificence 
which belonged to his nature, — had it been 
granted to every ear to hear his power pro- 
claimed, — this whole design, conceived by 
divine mercy, would thenceforward have been 
subverted; "every knee" would have ''bowed" 
instantly, before the time appointed for that 
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universal and involuntary submission, which 
will one day take place; but not till that 
of the heart and will shall have secured the 
glory of the elect. It was necessary that 
*' every knee" should ** bow ;" and then it 
had been, not with that delightful union of 
admiration and love, which breathed in the 
ejaculation of an Apostle, enraptured at be- 
holding, what he longed for, but had not dared 
to believe, his Master risen from the dead, — 
*' My Lord, and my God !" but with a dread- 
ful uncertainty of the fete prepared for frail 
humanity, by a Being, mighty, unknown, able 
to overwhelm it by the weight of his arbitrary 
will, or to consume it in the furnace of bis 
anger. — Oh, how much more honourable and 
merciful to mankind, is this entrance into the 
W€»rld, accompanied by circumstances, on the 
one part, glorious for thd Son of God, on the 
other part, calculated to remove all dread, by 
revealing him as the Son of Man, and to win 
the affections by so noble a sacrifice of all mag- 
nificence ! To cause himself to be announced 
to Israel, expecting him as their king, by shep- 
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herds — ^what humility ! Nor, you well know. 
Christians, is it solely upon this first manifes- 
tation of himself, that the great Friend of 
mankind is prepared to act towards them with 
this considerate tenderness. What Jesus does, 
upon leaving the mansions of his glory, by the 
ministry of a few shepherds, that will he do 
again, when he shall have re-entered there, by 
that of other p«son»~to use the world's lan- 
gM9^ — as mean; and all, ye genuine Chris- 
tians and fiiends of the truth, for your glory — 
to enhance the excellency of your fiiith ; to 
the end that, looking through this repulsive 
exterior, you may, by your instinctive per- 
ception of that which is divine, be enabled, in 
the midst of whatever is most contemptible 
and poor in human things, to discern Himself. 

Thus it is. Christians, that in every dis- 
pensation which has had for object to impart 
the benefits of grace, have " God's ways" 
been far from being '* our ways," and "his 
' thoughts" firom ** our thoughts." For, to "re- 
turn to the subject at present under con- 
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sideration, to what order of persons would 
you have judged it expedient to cause the 
first intimation to be given of an event, which 
the Israelitish nation was looking out for, witli 
such an eager impatience ? Would you even 
have made it a question, whether it should 
be to their princes, their magistrates, to the 
men of learning, to the ministers of religion, 
to all those, in a word, who compose the 
select portion of a people, and in whom it 
takes pride; or to some certain individuals 
of the class uniformly overlooked,^ — to a few 
country-people, who, whether we regard the 
narrbwness of those connections to which, in 
their seclusions, they are limited, or their 
poverty, their ignorance, their unacquaintance 
with ambition, have no influence upon society, 
and seem to place their happiness in their 
very insignificance? — Shall I shrink from the 
confession. My Brethren ? — It is oh this very 
account — because, in such a case, our prefer- 
ence would light upon the great and the wise 
of the world, that God denies them His, and 
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turns round to the objects of our neglect, 
perhaps of our undeserved contempt. 

Fsur be from us, at the same time, the absurd 
and inexcusable idea of contending, that God 
entertains an aversion for the great, the rich, 
or the wise ; and reserves his mercies only for 
the low, the wretched, the untaught. Such 
exaggerations are unworthy a preacher of 
truth : but it is not, therefore, the less cer- 
tain, that the unconquerable pride which is 
too commonly associated in men with every 
species of superiority, which presents in them 
the greatest obstacle to the faith, and to the 
sacrifices it requires, frequently renders them, 
for that very reason, unfit to co-operate with 
God, in the purposes of his grace. The learned 
and the great of the Jewish nation, deluded 
by that fond conceit which exalted them in 
their own eyes, above the rest of mankind, 
by the love of the world, by ambition, and 
false systems, — much more than deceived by 
the figurative language of the Prophets,— 
expected a Messiah who should give coun- 
tenance to these sentiments ; and could not 
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discover one in him who came to oppose and 
subdue them. There was, therefore, no pro- 
priety in announcing $im in the first place 
to them, who were incapacitated from believe 
ing in him ; but there was, to persons tmso^ 
phistleated, humble, content with the supply 
of nature's wants, and over whom no ptejii- 
dice of national greatness exercised an invin** 
cible controul. Such are the pardons to whom 
it was natural to announce-^what M^sskdi> 
Christians ?— Him who came to exalt, not a 
particillar nation, ^—not some certain elass^ 
in that hMiod, — not a few privileged indivi*- 
duals, — but human nature in general ; by in** 
Viting it to the practice of those virtues, which 
belong to all languages and to all stations,-*^ 
which put the peasant and the prince upon 
An equal fboting in the eyes of Hitti who hath 
cteated them both, and destined them to an 
equal fete.-^ 

No, My Brethren, God exalts not the mi^ 
serabl^ and the indigent> at the expense ctf the 
powerful and thie rich ; but he exalts bwnasritjf, 
in which the powerful and the rich Are cam*- 
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prised together with the miserable and the in- 
digent ; which had not been, if his choice had 
fallen upon the former ; for then the miserable 
and indigent might, perhaps, have deemed 
themselves passed by, —an idea which the 
Almighty has no wish that they should enter- 
tain^ or even conceive. As to the power&l and 
the rich, can there exist this danger for them ? 
That danger alone to which their fortunate 
circumstances expose them, is, lest they grow 
unmindful of the value of those advantage 
which God has thrown open to all alike,— more 
particularly of those virtues which every man 
is in a condition to cultivate ; and lest they 
neglect to place in them the only greatness 
worthy of themselves. Now, is not the divine 
conduct, upon this signal occasion, obviouitdy 
calculated to cure them of that fiital errot ? If 
still they permit their pride to blind them, 
they stand without excuse before Him, who, 
in the dispensation of grace, has done every 
thing that could be done to mortify and sob- 
due it. 
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If the scene chosen for the publication of 
the Saviour*s birth,— if the choice of persons 
to whpm was granted the privilege of hearing 
it; both give occasion to profitable reflections 
upon the ways of God, in the manifestation 
which he makes of the benefits of grace; the 
words of the Angel commissioned to deliver the 
blessed message, are not less pregnant with 
salutary lessons to the same effect. ** Fear 
NOT," he hastens to say to these favoured 
mortals, " for behold i bring you good 

TIDINGS of great JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO 
ALL PEOPLE. For unto you is BORN THIS DAY, 
IN THE CITY OF DaVID, A SaVIOUR, WHICH IS 

Christ the Lord," 

"Fear NOT," saith the Angel to the Shep- 
herds. They trembled, then; — those awe- 
struck, men trembled at the sudden appari- 
tion of an inhabitant of heaven, and because 
of " the glory of the Lord," which shone 
round about them." When they should have 
given way to an ecstacy of joy, they trembled. 
Alas! such is human nature! Always ready 
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to believe that the strong rejoiceth in the 
abuse of his strength, its first impression is 
terror at the idea of a power whose delight 
is alone in protecting the weak, and in bles- 
sing the innocent : and thus it is that it sub- 
mits itself to the degrading and intolerable 
yoke of superstition, and becomes the willing 
sport of her fantastic terrors. It belonged to 
Christianity to restore Religion to its true 
character of paternal love; and this, it appears 
to me, is finely expressed beforehand by those 
words of the Angel : '' Fear not." 

Can any communication, they seem to say, 
of evil import proceed from the abode of peacCj 
of love, of blessedness? Can there be any 
thought of evil in ** the mighty God," and 
his ministering Angels ? If we descend here 
below, it is not to bring destruction hither. 
At times, indeed, for the promotion of virtue 
and the real good of mankind, to put an end 
to crime, and to obviate worse calamities, 
we have appeared as ministers of justice and 
messengers of extermination : but it is not to 
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the peaceful inhabitants of the country, it is 
to the Sodoms and Gomorrahs of the world^ 
that we are terrible. This day, the Angel 
continues, a far other office entrusted to my 
ministry, conducts me to these solitudes. An 
act of love, such as a Deity alone is capable 
of conceiving, even now blends heaven, " the 
powers" of which " are shaken," with earth, 
which lies yet in ignorance of this divine work. 
To you alone it is granted, to learn it from my 
nK)uth; and to your guileless lips, to spread 
it through the land, among all those whose 
hearts shall be enabled to unfold for the re- 
ception of the joyful tidings : — *' For unto 
you is bohn this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord." 

Words worthy to engage our undivided 
attention ! — and which, with the assistance 
of Grod's grace, will form the subject of 
another religkms exercise : — Words which 
ought to produce in our souls, as they did in 
those of the Shepherds of Bethlehem, feelings 
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of rapture and adoration ! May we then again 
assemble together in this temple^ disposed^ in 
the spirit of true Christians, to celebrate the 
solemn festival now in preparation, and to 
receive, with faith, the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Lord ! Amen. 
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SERMON VI. 

ON THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 

Ph, Mouchon. 
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SERMON Vi: 



Luke ii. 11 — 20. 

For unto you is born this day in the City of David, a 

SaTioHr^ which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you : Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying : 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- will 

towards men. 
And it came to pass, as the Angels were gone away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another^ 

Let us now go even unto BetMehem, and see this thing 

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 

unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 

and the babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the 

saying which was told them concerning this child. 
And all they that heard it wondered at those things whioh 

were UAd them by the shepherds. 
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But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 

heart 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 

told unto them. 



LET us. Christians, employ ourselves a few 
moments in meditating upon these words, so 
worthy of our entire attention. It appears as 
if the celestial Spirit who uttered them, had 
studied to comprehend in every expression 
some subject of surprise, of admiration, or 
of joy ; and so to accumulate together 
every circumstance capable of exciting the 
curiosity of his hearers, of interesting and re- 
joicing their hearts, of striking and dazzling 
their imaginations, of creating in them rapture 
and adoration. 

The first thing upon which he fixes their 
attention, is the novelty of the event, *' This 
DAY," he tells them, — at this very instant, in 
a manner. Herein he has regard to that weak- 
ness, too common to the human heart, through 
which it gives itself wholly up to the things of 
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mdment ; permitting it, alas ! to lose, with the 
lapse of time, all its ardour, its freshness, its 
fascination ; even though the good in view, 
supremely great in itself, defies the influence 
of time, and outlives the flight of ages. 

The indifference of the greater part of Chris- 
tians of our days, with regard to the event in 
contemplation, — an event which makes them 
Christians, which, consequently, still retains 
all its real claims to their concern, — justifies 
this reflection but too well. 

*' In the citv of David :" the second cir- 
cumstance offered to the attention of the Shep- 
herds, and no less calculated to excite an 
interest in them ; from its referring to a place 
dear to them, as being their own country,-^as 
ennobled by proud associations, — as the birth- 
place of a King whose memory they held 
sacred: another condescension of the Angel to 
a weaikness — ^but a very affecting weakness-^ 
of the human heart. Alas, My Brethren ! do 
we not here too sensibly experience the 
absence, in our own case, of even this slender 
interest? Would not. their religion be held 

L 
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more dear by many Christians, if it had not 
had its origin in a country remote from their 
own, among a people unjustly held in extreme 
contempt? — Bethlehem! thou venerable and 
sainted name, thou speakest not to their 
afiectioDs : and yet thou oughtest never to be 
pronounced without emotion, — ^iiot for David's 
sake alone, but, above all, for the sake of Jesus, 
the friend of mankmd, and of each one of us in 
particular! 

*' Unto you is born a Saviour :" — Several 
ideas equally consoling are comprised in these 
words. '* A Saviour;" — the character of this 
extraordinary and endeared Being. This de- 
signation, it may be, suggested but a vague 
meaning to those who at that time heard it 
uttered. *' What deliver?mce," they asked, per- 
haps, of each other,— *^ what salvation comes 
he to accomplish ? But, in truth, is man any 
thing but an assemblage of weaknesses ? Is he 
not- liable to a thousand dangers, — to a thou- 
sand evils ? Whichsoever of these weaknesses 
it he, to the aid of which the Saviour is pleased 
to appear; whatsoever dangers, whatsoever 
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evils he comes to subdue, to dispel, or tb 
remedy, is he not a benefactor, whom our love 
should fly to welcome ? And if he be sent of 
Heaven, — if he brings with him Heaven's power 
and goodness, the ills which draw him to our 
help, are neither light, nor transitory, norinmgi- 
nary. But are there any evils more formidable, 
more lasting, more real, than those of the soid? 
If that, then, be the salvation he brings, bow 
precious is it !" — In this manner might men of 
discerning minds, such as we conceive the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, have reasoned. 

This Saviour *' is born :" — ^This is another 
circumstance to be observed; and one which 
humanises this divine Being. Although the 
benefit which he is to confer, is delayed 
by it, yet what an interest is added by this 
circumstance ! What ? this Almighty Being, 
our destined Protector, our future Saviour, — 
comes he as a feeble infant, to present himr 
self to us ? — as himself previously in need of 
protection, and of tenderness? Surely this 
touching affinity ought to secure him a more 
welcome reception, and render him yet more/ 
L 2 
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dear! The cradle of a King! — With what lan- 
guage does it not address the hearts of his 
people, when an oracle had. already pointed 
him out to them, as destined to be the greatest 
and most excellent of princes ! 

Lastly, it is *' unto you," that this Saviour 
is bom : ** Unto you is born a Saviour." 
This is a further particular, as the heavenly 
messenger appears to intimate, which.ought to 
make him inestimably dear to you. You will 
see in him no triumphant conqueror, who, 
proud of his heroic deeds, encircled by trophies,, 
and enriched with spoils, re-enters his palace 
amidst the acclamations of an intoxicated multi- 
tude, full of contempt, possibly, even for those 
who magnify , his exploits; animated, at the 
least, by no regard for any individual of them 
in particular, since he does not even know 
them. The Saviour's , benefits are not the 
benefits of vain glory ; they are addressed to- 
every one of you; to every one of you he 
comes to make the offer of himself; there is no . 
one among you with whom He is unacquainted, 
whom He does not love. And to give you this 
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assurance— you, the least among his people — 
is this not sijfficiently to set aside all excep- 
tion? Is it not to proclaim to you *' tidings 

WHICH SHALL BE OF GREAT JOY TO ALL 

PEOPLE ?" Is it not to give you to uiider- 
stand, that this salvation, now beginning to 
make its appearance in Israel, may be the 
portion of every individual, in every nation ? 
Is it not to recall to your minds that oracle of 
one of your prophets : *' I have appointed him 
to be my salvation to the ends of the earth." 

If the Shepherds, however, are yet unable 
perfectly to comprehend what this salvation is 
to be, a single circumstance which the Angel 
adds, although it have, not the effect of fully 
informing them, will have that of raising their 
conceptions, and of exciting their adoration. — 
'* A Saviour which is Christ," he, in the 
first place, tells them: ** that is to say, he 
is that Messiah, in whom are to be fulfilled 
the promises made of old to your fathers. He 
it is that the Lord your God had in view, 
in the calling of your father Abraham ; with- 
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out him Israel had not been. He it is, whom 
Moses — He it is, whom all the prophets h?ive 
made it their office to promise, and to point 
out to you : He it is, whom ' many prophets 
and kings desired to see, and have not seen ; 
and to hear, and have not heard:' He it i$^ 
whom, at the present crisis, above all, your 
wise men are expecting : He it is, who is the 
key of all the mysteries of your Covenant 
with your God,— the substance of all its sha*- 
dows^ — the explication of all its figures. Nor, 
in fine, is this all. Hear the whole, and adore ; 
fyr, as in duty bound, we adore him ourselves ; 
— know, that He is * the Lord.' Far, how- 
ever, from you be the thought of divining this 
mystery ; into which we ourselves, — we ' de- 
sire to look.' Humble yourselves, therefore : 
T— but, what do I say ? — O, mystery of love, 
far more than of the understanding ! — He him- 
iself humbles himself* Draw nigh to him ; it is 
you who appear, by comparison, the power- 
fu} and the rich ; for he hath made himself of 
no reputation. ' You will find him wrapped 
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in swaddling clottes, lying in u manger.' Yet 
be ye not oflfended ; but rslther let your hearts 
dissolve in thankfulness and love." 

Such were the words of the Messenger of 
Heaven^ on that memorable day, the anniver- 
sary of which we are now celebrating, in 
common with the Christian world. Such were 
the thoughts and dispositions which they might 
well call up in the Shepherds of Bethlehem, 
those happy objects of celestial favour. But 
what yet more transporting scene succeeds 
to that which we have been describing, cal** 
culated to impress upon them, that this gift of 
Heaven to earth is of a price transcending the 
estimation of mortal faculties ! *' A multitude 
of the heavenly host," declares the Evangelist, 
joining themselves to the Angel, appear, pro* 
claiming the part which they take in the 
happiness of mankind. For, My Brethren, all 
the intelligences of the universe are bound to- 
gether by secret relations, and compose one 
family, all the members of which are called 
by their Creator to take an interest each in 
the others' fate. Those who, in the abodes 
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6f bliss, distinguish themselves by the subli- 
mity of their faculties, yet more rich in love, 
employ themselves in prayer for every crea- 
ture that breathes. The incalculable distances 
of those heavenly abodes from each other are 
no obstacle to the exercise of their charities ; 
which, kindred to the divine nature, compre- 
hend the universe, and connect together all 
its regions. '* There is joy in heaven," saith 
the Saviour, *' over one sinner that repenteth." 
Oh, then, how can it be, but that the human 
race, altogether sunk in wretchedness, to whose 
assistance the Almighty, by an amazing exhi- 
bition of love, deigns to appear, should excite 
the most profound, the tenderest interest, in 
those pure spirits who look upon us as breth- 
ren^ and desire to have us for the companions 
of their immortality ! 

To express, therefore, their own peculiar 
delight, their admiration, their. transports,- at 
the moment when this work of love ineffable 
is completed, — to . express . these feelings to 
those fiivoured individuals, who themselves had 
just been made acquainted with it, — to express 
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them ia strains which mortal ears had never 
heard ;• — this they, set about with ardour^ in an 
hymn, in which their voices and their hearts 
alike are blended :— an hymn. Christians, of 
which, it is probable, the sacred historian pre- 
sents us with the substance only, but which, 
even if we imagine it complete, oflfers, in the 
three ejaculations it comprises, the expres- 
sion of praise, of love, of benediction, — wherein 
the divine sentiments are forcibly stamped. 

'f Glory to God in the highest!" * This 
was their first exclamation. We praise him, — 
we, his thousand thousands who minister unto 
him, and his thousand times ten thousand who 
bow before him, — we, who " continually cry" 
one to another : *' Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Hosts !" we praise him this day for his 
mercy. He has vouchsafed to come to the 
help of fallen man, — of man, hardly our inferior 
in his origin and by his nature; whom we 
have commiserated, and sometimes upheld; 
but who seemed for ever, in his wanderings, 
to elude. our wishes. *' We praise him for; a 
benefit designed to restore to Heaven him 
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whose loss Heaven deplored, — to open to hini^ 
to facilitate to him, the way, by teaching him 
how it may be deserved : — " Glory to God 

IN THE HIGHEST !" 

** Peace on earth T Oh, that earth may 
worthily answer this work of mercy ! — that 
she may accept this salvation ! — that she may 
rejoice in the Lord! He cometh to present 
her his *' peace." The Lord hath ** anointed 
him to preach the Gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent him to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised." 

He comes to subdue men's hearts ; but in 
his laws there is no severity ; they are dictated 
by love, they are fulfilled by love ; they con- 
vert this world into the image of heaven :— ^ 
" Peace on earth !" 

*' Good will towards men!" — Family of 
Jiuman kind, — ^family, miserable through thine 
own fault, — blessed, if thou wilt be so, through 
the loving-kindness of Him who takes upon 
him thy likeness, — we also, the Angels say, 
we partake of that love, and to his unit6 our 
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benedictions; we would offer thee our help, 
if the help of his Spirit were not sufficient for 
thy weaktieiss. But such of you as shall over- 
come, them will we receive with acclamations 
among us ; we will conduct them in triumph 
to the throne of Him, who, by his example, 
is now about to teach them how to overcome; 
we will proclaim them as the well-beloved of 
God : — ** Good will towards men." 

Thus was it. Christians, that the first mani- 
festation which was made of the dispensation 
of grace, the first knowledge that was afforded 
of salvation, and of him who came to bring it 
about, was accompanied by all that could give 
rise to ecstatic joy. Nevertheless, there is not 
a person of religious sensibility now in posses- 
sion of that knowledge, who can declare, that 
God has done less in this way to excite in 
his soul emotions of delight. The conduct of 
those who were the immediate objects of this 
divine revelation, indicates, therefore, to us, 
what ought also to be our own. To a con- 
sideration of this point we will devote the 
conclusion of this discourse. 
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Recovered from their first surprise, and be- 
come capable of reflection, after the Mronderful 
vision with which they had been honoured, 
the Shepherds of Bethlehem fix their thoughts 
less upon the joys which they had experienced, 
than upon the real and yet superior happiness 
in reserve for them ; which is not a bright and 
brief apparition, but a Saviour whom they 
possess; who is given them to contemplate, 
and of whom they are one day to receive 
benefits incalculable. A sentiment new to 
their enraptured minds— impatience-^succeeds 
to the delirium of their senses: they say one 
to another : " Let us now go unto Beth- 
lehem, AND SEE this THING WHICH IS COME 
TO PASS, WHICH THE LoRD HATH MADE KNOWN 
UNTO US." 

The Shepherds did not entertain a doubt 
concerning the truth of the Angel's discourse : 
but, notwithstanding, what a lively satisfac- 
tion must it have been to them, to have the 
further evidence of their eyes to the same 
effect! Arrived at the humble scene of the 
most august and the most affecting of miracles. 
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permitted to contemplate the peaceful spec- 
tacle which it displays — so little adapted to 
fix any regard but theirs, but by so much the 
more sublime to those initiated in this im- 
penetrable mystery; — into what temple do 
they not deem themselves introduced ! How 
sensibly does the divinity there make itself 
perceived! With what feelings of adoration 
do they fall down before that divine infant, 
the object of veneration and of love ! At first, 
doubtless, emotion chained their tongues. 
Soon, however, in the most animated lan- 
guage, with an eloquence proportioned to their 
artlessness, they pour forth the excess of their 
overflowing souls; in terms such as nature 
supplies, they recount to those around the 
wonderful things wdth which the Lord hath 
honoured them. Only truth forms the sub- 
ject of their honest tale, whilst discharging, 
with all the winning effect of ingenuous sim- 
plicity, their noble and most affecting mission 
— to make known the Saviour, to mark him 
out to the assembly, which this scene, this 
tumult of enthusiasm and of joy, has collected 
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round them: — ** they made known abroad 

THE SAYING WHICH WAS TOLD THEM CONCERN- 
ING THIS CHILD." 

Their artless narrative^ which declares^ as I 
have just said, truths alone^and truths respect- 
ing which the witnesi^es all agree, inspires 
confidence in the hearers. 

And this. My Brethren, it was, which, in the 
primitive times, in like manner ensured suc- 
cess to the preaching of Christianity in the 
world, — the simplicity, I say, of the mode of 
that preaching ; the detail, without affectation 
and without art, of the life of our divine Sa- 
viour; the pure and plain exposition of his 
doctrine, without other ornament than its own 
excellence : " That which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of Life, declare we 
unto you." 

Such was the language of the first heralds 
of the Gospel, and the lofty mysteries of our 
religion, — mysteries, which, set forth in their 
naked evangelic simplicity, present only claims 
to adoration, — subdued the reason, while they 
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addressed the heart. Happy, in any age, the 
Christian, who accepts the divine grace with 
a pious simplicity ! And how abundant are 
the fruits, — ^how precious are they, — which 
he is the instrument of its bringing forth, by 
means of the same simplicity in communi- 
cating it to others ! 

** And all they that heard it," says the 
sacred text, ** wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds/' 
And for ourselves. My dear Brethren, if our 
our minds were not, instead of being thrown 
open to the truth, and to the grace of God, 
subject, on the contrary, to the pernicious 
influence of the things of sense, should we not 
find occasion, let me ask, for a yet pro- 
founder admiration? Jesus proclaimed by 
angels, — is he is not surpassed by Jesus in 
person, showing forth the continual evidence 
of his power? Jesus bom in obscurity for 
our sake, — does he so overpower the imagina- 
tion, as Jesus nailed voluntarily to the ignomi- 
nious wood, in order to the completion of 
that achievement of love ? Jesus proclaimed 
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Lord in the hearing of a few shepherds,— has 
he. not been declared Son of God, much more 
effectually, in the hearing of the world, by his 
resurrection? — And has not Jesus, since his 
entrance into his glory, has he not caused the 
same to shine, without intermediation, upon 
ourselves, by the successive triumphs of his 
Gospel, and the accomplishment of his numer- 
ous . prophecies ? — Ah, all that brightness of 
his divinity appears dim to our eyes, only 
because it has, unhappily, to pass through the 
dense atmosphere of our worldliness, of our 
indifference, of our vices ! 

Yes, My Brethren, if God has done such 
great things for us, it is in order that admi- 
ration should be, in a manner, the habitual 
disposition of our souls ; but, secondly, it is, 
more particularly, in order to make sure of y 
our hearts: " But Mary kept all these i 
THINGS,'' says the Gospel, ** and pondered 

THEBl IN HER HEART." 

A second example, which the Holy Spirit 
proposes for our imitation. Nor. let us. My 
Brethren, ask here, what relation can exist 
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between our sentiments and those of that 
blessed Mother? This relation ye could your- 
selves, in some degree^ make appear, ye meek 
and Christian spirits, in that calm satis&c- 
tion, in that sweet and serene enjoyment, 
with which, in the seclusion of your pious and 
believing bosoms, you could retrace those 
numerous but neglected passages of our Gos- 
pels, which are calculated to excite in you the 
liveliest interest, and to familiarize you with 
your Saviour, Our piety ought not to be an 
affair of mere memory, the business of which is 
with words alone ; salvation is worthy of the 
exercise of other and far nobler faculties, — to 
come more home into our soul, to enter into 
it, to establish itself there, so fully to occupy 
it, that it may no longer live for itself, but for 
him who " hath lovedlus." 

And, finally, Christians, a third consequence 
of the knowledge of salvation, thus deeply re- 
ceived and exquisitely felt, is that which the 
Gospel indicates to us in these words, which 
so admirably close the narrative : " The shep- 

M 
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herds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had 
HEARD AND SEEN." Oh, how appropriate a 
tenminationiof this glorious scene! — ^The crea- 
ture honoured, succoured, saved, gladdened, 
by. the majrvellous bounties of the Creator, and 
to him ascribing the glory due^ in praises and 
thfuiksgivings ! See here the grand end which 
the Almighty ultimately proposes to himself, 
in conferring upon us these distinctions; — tb 
render us more fit for that glorifying of him- 
self, which is the perfection and final purpose 
of every intelligent and sentient being. We 
are, it is declared in the Holy Scripture, 
*' a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people ; that we should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light." 

Let us then make it our happiness, to utter 
forth his adorable praises; worthily to cele- 
brate his undeserved mercies; to repeat to 
ourselves, unceasingly, how far we had gone 
astray from him. ; all that has been found 
necessary on his part to overcome the hardness 
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of our hearts ; all the prodigies of power, of 
wisdom, of love, of long-suffering, which have 
been lavishly employed, in the preparation and 
accomplishment of this undertaking. Above 
all. My Brethren, let us celebrate his perfec- 
tions, by making our own actions a reflection 
of them ; for this is the only true glorification 
of him, — a good life. This is the most grateful 
incense, in which his holiness takes delight : 
and, after having presented it to him here 
below, we shall be permitted to unite our 
voices to those of the Angels of Heaven, and of 
'' the just made perfect." Amen. 
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SERMON Vn. 



ON THE HOLY GHOST. 



P. De Joux. 
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SERMON VII. 



John xiv. 16, 17. 

I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of Truth ; whom the world cannot receive. 



THE occasion upon which Christ pronounced 
those words you well know. It was upon the 
eve of his sacrifice of blood, of the last day of 
his life,— an evening such as there had never 
been before, and the like of which shall never be 
again. Prepared for the separation from those 
whom he had most loved, he wishes to open 
in their souls, oppressed by grief, some source 
of consolation ; — to call up before their eyes, 
bedimmed with tears, the dawn of a happier 
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time to come. The sweetness of his persua- 
sive accents gives birth to hope in the hearts 
of his disciples ; for a moment they forget the 
state of bereavement in which, they will pre- 
sently be left; they behold a divine energy 
descending from heaven to dry their tears, 
who will not abandon them as orphans in the 
world. Already this new star is rising upon 
them, — already a glorious light breaks in upon 
their souls, — they are already in possession of 
that CoMFOETEH, who will be tq them as the 
presence of their heavenly Friend, until their 
re-union beyond the gloom of the grave, with 
Him whom their hearts esteem dearer than 
all things beside^. 

Jhere was he yet I-r-that revered object of 
so much love and so many solicitudes, while 
he informed them that he was about to be 
snatched from their sight; that soon he must 
repose in the bosom of the earth; whence 
rising to the height of heaven, he will delegate 
to them the care of that holy universal Church, 
which he was to acquire at the price of his 
blood, It )s th^ upon them, — upon feeble 
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men/ that the charge is presently to fall of 
converting to the truth an idolatrous world! 
It is against them that the keen arrows of 
persecution will be all pointed. Shortly you 
may see them "as sheep having no shepherd," — 
as fragile reeds that bend every way at the plea- 
sure of the wind that tosses them. This they 
foresee and feel; and Jesus foresees it like- 
wise; he feels a thousand times more keenly 
than they, the sorrows which threaten them; 
he would arm them against their attacks ; he 
would strengthen them beforehand against the 
fatal hour of affliction ; he would afford them 
consolation when he should be no longer visi- 
ble among them. 

Such, My dear Brethren, such is mainly the 
object which our Saviour proposes in the words 
taken for the subject of this discourse : and 
assuredly, if the warmth of his feelings and the 
depth of his wisdom appear strikingly conspi- 
cuous, in every previous action of his life, it is 
here, in this, as that martyrdom which he is 
going to endure for us approaches, that the 
tenderness of his nature is fully pourtrayed. 
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It is while his last moment is drawing nigh, 
that he gives us the most sensible evidences 
of his love, by unfolding Jiis designs respecting 
the everlasting good of mankind, and the un- 
paralleled happiness, to which he permits us 
to aspire, of becoming sharers in the divine 
nature, of being made the recipients of the 
Holy Spirit, and of the powers of the world 
to come. 

1st. — To state to you. What is meant by 
" THE Comforter" promised by our Lord to 
his disciples, and to explain to you what is 
meant by the Holy Ghost, according to the 
text of the Sacred Writers, and the testimony 
of the Christian Church ; — 

2dly. — ^Tb prove to you. That the consola- 
tory promise of the text is made, not merely to 
the Apostles, but likewise " to us, and to our 
children ;" — 

3dly. — To exhort you to concur with the 
merciful designs, proposed to himself by the 
Almighty, in sending the spirit of truth : — 

Such is the plan of the discourse, to which 
you are now requested to afford a degree of 
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attention proportioned to the importance and 
the difficulty of the subject. 

I. — ^The word Spirit signifies a substance 
diflfereht from body and from matter ; it is em- 
ployed in particular to designate the divine 
nature. With regard to the Holy Spirit, we 
can know nothing but what is discovered in 
Scripture ; and God will not require that we 
should have comprehended any thing beyond 
^at he himself has revealed to us. Now, he 
teiichiBs us in the Gospel, that the Holy Spirit 
is not simply a faculty or attribute of God the 
Father ; but that he is distinct both from the 
Father and the Son. 

The New Testament attributes to him voli- 
tion and intelligence ; it speaks of him as 
descending upon holy men, and even as having 
appeared in a visible form ; it ascribes to him 
perfections which belong only to God ; it de- 
clares of him, that he " giveth life," — that he 
is every where present, — thit he " searcheth 
all things," — that he alone " knoweth the 
things of God," — that he understandeth men's 
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thoughts and *' searcheth out the depths" of 
them. Jesus, we are told by the Evangelists, 
was *' called the Son of the Highest," because 
he was *' conceived of the Holy Ghost;" and 
an eternal kingdom was destined to him on 
that account. 

Again : the Holy Ghost ** dwelleth" in 
the souls of true Christians; who are called 
formally *' the Temple of the Holy Ghost," 
or, according to another passage, "the Temple 
of God." And in a third place, it is affirmed 
by St. Peter, that Ananias, in lying to the 
Holy Ghost, lied not unto men, but unto 
God." It is He who was poured out upon 
the disciples of Christ on the day of Pente- 
cost, and who endowed them with extraor- 
dinary and miraculous gifts; it is the Holy 
Ghost to whose " fellowship" believers are 
admitted, and who distributes to us, severally, 
his saving gifts, ** according to his will." 

We read, moreover, in the Acts of the 
Apostles, that as the Elders of *^ the Church 
that was at Antioch, ministered to the " Lord 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate 
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me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them.'* Our Saviour, when 
preparing to quit his Apostles, represents the 
Holy Ghost as alone capable of supplying 
his place, — of enlightening their minds, and 
of converting their sorrow into joy; and he 
therefore gives him, in a supreme sense, the 
name of *' the Comforter." *' It is expe- 
dient for you," he says to them, '* that I 
go away; for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you. He shall 
glorify me: for he shall guide you into all 
truth." 

Lastly, the Holy Ghost is expressly joined 
with the Father and the Son in the divine 
^crament of Baptism, in which a co-equal 
authority is ascribed to him : " Teach ye all 
nations," saith Christ to his Apostles, ** bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." And in 
the solemn benediction with which St. Paul 
closes his epistle to the Church of Corinth, 
the HoJ^Y Ghost is understood to communi- 
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cate powers and gifts indispensable to the 
happiness of believers : ** The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," .writes the Apostle, *' and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with you all/' 

These expressions. My Brethren^ mi V^^U 
as many others to be found in our sacred wri^ 
ings, cannot certainly be employed to. desi^ 
nate any mere creature; and therefore they 
prove incpntestably that the. Holy G;Hft$7:pati* 
takes the same authority, the same perfections, 
and the same nature with God thet ^atherii 
We know, notwithstanding, that there is.biit 
one God, — that there cannot be three. SuH 
preme Beings, — that there is no bein0,f; infe- 
rior to God, who has a right to our adoration i' 
" Thus saith the Lord God of Hosts, There 
is no God but me. — Have I not deiqlared 
it ? Ye . are even my witnesses* Is theire ai 
God beside me ? , Yea* there is no oth6r QfOd. 
I know not any*— Before me there was 'no 
God formed, neither shall there be alter me.*r- • 
I am the. Lord: that is my name : and my » 
glory will I not give to another. — Thou shall 
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worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve." 

It is clear, from all these passages, as well 
as from reason, that there is no plurality 
m the Divine nature ; whilst at the same 
time, in the Apostles' Greedy the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are made to partake of the 
divinity with God the Father. Whence it 
plainly follows, as we profess to believe, that 
the Father, the Son, and the Hotr Ghost 
are essentially united in a manner inefiable 
and mcomprehensible, and that '' these three 
are one ;" according as it is declared by St. 
John, and by our sacred Liturgy ; which isaith 
of Jesus Christ, that he *^ liveth and reigneth, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end !" 

But, will not some one object, is no contra^ 
diction included in these positions? Is there 
not in this doctrine a manifest impossibility ? 
— ^No, Brethren, no : it is not a contradiction, 
for the same things to be,, in a certain sense 
and in a certain respect, identical, and yet to 
be at the same time different, eonsidared in 
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another sense, and undier another point of view. 
With regard to the precise nature of the union^ 
and the exact distinction of the three Divine . 
Persons, God has not thought proper to afford 
us any information ; probably because, in our 
present frail and limited state, it would surpass 
our comprehension : it is not surprising, there- 
fore, that we are able to form respecting it but 
an indistinct notion. But shall we, on that ac- 
count, deny the existence of those divine truths ? 
How many others are there, which, though in- 
finitely less removed from our observation, are, 
notwithstanding, no less absolutely beyond our 
reach. 

Wretched, indeed, should we be, were we 
to refuse to believe every thing not evident to 
our senses ;— to regard as existing, only what, 
under our present circumstances, lies within our 
sphere ; — to admit nothing in the universe, but 
that which we can fully comprehend! Then 
woiild there be for us no future life, no infinite 
being, nothing but things gross and palpable. — 
But, I conjure you, in the name of truth, you 
who, lowering every thing to your own con- 
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tracted standard, would prescribe to the Deity 
the mode of his existence, and the limits of his 
being, — do you understand the things which 
immediately surround you ? You hietve com- 
puted the march of the heavenly bodies, you 
have studied the laws of their mutual rela- 
tions, you have discovered the secret springs 
of their movements, and marked in the firma* 
ment the fixed point of space, which must 
tenxHuate their career. — ^Tell me, however, are 
yon accurately acquainted with the qualities 
of matter? You have examined every fibre 
of the human body, you have thoroughly scru- 
tinized every visible organ : but are you able 
to explain the grand problem of life ? You, 
who take so much pride in physical experi- 
ment, and are able to class the elements 
of matter, have you discovered the seat of 
thought? Have you investigated the invisi- 
ble and subtle connections which unite soul 
and body ? Or can you even tell, with any 
degree of certainty, in what consists that 
powerful attraction by which the magnetic 
needle turns invariably to the pole?" 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



178 

No, My Brethren, no; we need apply no 
other instruments of calculation in matters of 
religion, tlmn those made use of in the study 
of natural science ; and if we put faith in so 
many phenomena of daily occurrence which 
are above our comprehension, because we havei 
sufficient confirmation of them, — if we admit 
a mass of historical facts which almost exceed 
belief, because related by grave and judicious 
authors, and established upon credible testi- 
mony, — why should we reject the testimony 
of the sacred writers, respecting incorporesd 
existences? Why should we call in question 
those divine declarations and unfathomable 
truths which we find in the Holy Scriptures, 
concerning the adorable nature of that Infinite 
Being, whose Word is truth, and whose exis- 
tence is so manifest, that without it nothing is 
comprehensible ? 

In this Sacred Word, therefore, we shall place 
entire confidence ; and whilst, with thanksgiv- 
ing, with humility, and with unshaken faith, 
we embrace the awful mysteries which it hath 
revealed to us, we will add to it nothing of 
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our own, we will assert m>thing but upon the 
testimony of God himself; and to avoid all 
danger of expressing ourselires in inappro^ 
priate language respecting the divine essence, 
to which all human reascming is Inadequate^ 
we shall employ in this discussion/ either 
such terms as the Gospel supplies us with, or 
such as' experience has sho^n to foe most effed-^ 
tual for preventing error : thus, fot example, 
m speadking of the distinction between the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, W« 
say, in the language of Scripture, that the Sdti 
is begotten: ** Thou art my Soii," saith the 
Lord, addressing the Redeemer of the world; 

*' THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE." And 

thus again, in the language of the Church, W6 
add, that " the Holy Ghost proceeds from 
the Father and the Son." ^ 

In using these expi*essions, we pretend td 
utiderstand nothing more than that these two 
words mark a certain distinction, — that they 
cannot by any means imply a creation, — the 
l^mentafy act of giving existence to that 
l^dh had no existence previously ; since the 

N 2 
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Son and the Holy Gbost are declared by divine 
revelation to be no less eternal than the Father. 
And because revelation^ in order to express 
the distinction which exists between them, 
speaks of them as of different Persons, we 
also, without understanding that the word 
applies /to them in the same sense in which 
it is said of men, call them the three Persons 
OF THE Trinity, and class them reverently 
as they are classed in the Gospel ; in which 
we observe, that the Father is named the first 
in order ; that to him the Son is subordinated 
in rank, as is the Holy Ghost to them both ; 
and that the Creation is attributed particularly 
to the Father, as is Redemption to the Son, 
and Sanctification to the Holy Ghost. 

So profoundly humiliating are the thoughts 
with which we approach the adorable per- 
fections of the Divinity, that we should pre- 
serve, in regard to them, an eternal silence, 
had not God himself deigned to manifest them, 
mercifully to invite us to contemplate and in- 
voke them in our prayers ; and to indulge us 
with a hope that the time will come '* when 
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we shall know even as we are known." We 
are ready to acknowledge, that, doubtless, dif- 
ficulties of various kinds may be started in 
reference to this sublime subject, seeing that 
the Almighty has communicated to us no fur- 
ther knowledge respecting it. But we do not 
the less with heart and soul embrace these 
authentic truths, as being of divine inspiration : 
and, not pausing to indulge in captious sub- 
tleties, nor condescending to reply to such 
objections as are no more applicable here than 
to ten thousand other subjects, no less true 
nor less out of our reach, against which we 
have seen that they ihay be brought forward, 
we humbly submit our reason to the supreme 
reason of the Almighty; we are content to 
remain ignorant of what he has not thought 
proper to reveal to us; and, observing the 
most rigorous caution and diffidence in our 
discourses concerning this sacred article of our 
faith, we avoid all conjectures respecting a 
question which claims so much veneration 
from us; and lastly, we profess the utmost 
charity and unwearied forbearance towards 
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those who do not fully coincide in opinion 
with. ourselves, npon so profound a mystery. 
i If^ indeed. My Brethren, we are bound, on 
the one hand, to adhere firmly to every point 
ctodrly revealed upon the important subject of 
religious truth, we ought, on the other hand, 
te rest satisfied in our inquiries into those 
truths, with such researches as tend more or 
leisi^ to practical results ; bearing in mind that 
^^secret things belong unto God," whilst such 
things as are left as subjects of human know- 
ledge^ are meant to prepare the way to heaven 
for u& and for our children ; and that our ob-* 
ject in examining the Scriptures ought to be, 
by m^ms of obedience to the divine com- 
mandments,, to attain to eternal life^ These 
considerations will form the subject of the 
second part of this, discourse ; in which I now 
propose to show, that this Spirit of truth, the 
CoMFOBTER promiscd to the Apostles, did in 
effect enlighten their minds, and sanctiiy their 
hearts ; and that he yet, in our own time, jhto^ 
duces the same effects, and instils the same 
graces into the soul of the believer. 
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IL My Brethren, the Apostles received the 
divme gift promised to them by the Saviour^ 
— the gift of the Holy Ghost, who alone was 
able to supply by his illumination the corpo- 
real presence of their divine Master. The Com- 
forter was to them spiritually, what Jesus had 
been to them upon earth, — a guide to direct 
them, a teacher to instruct, a powerful friend 
to strengthen them ; another Saviour, in short, 
to inspire them with such fortitude and such 
love for God and men as aothing could over- 
come; to place upon their lips words such 
as no human language could gainsay ; to make 
their souls a temple whence God might ca^^e 
his voice to be heard continually,— whence, 
by miracles, by prophecy, and by demonstra- 
tions of a wisdom and a charity truly diving, 
he might rouse the attention of an unbeliev- 
ing world, — whence, in fine, he might convert 
the nations by a revelatipa of truth, which, 
amidst the overthrow of idolatry, and by 
triumphing over men's corruptioii and prid^> 
might bring back to this desolate world that 
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happiness and that innocence, which had been 
banished from it by sin. 

It was, indeed, the " Spirit of wisdom," 
THE Spirit of the Lord, which came down 
to give them life. As the seed confided 
to the soil is^ no sooner separated from the 
coarse integument which covers its precious 
germ, than its living principle unfolds itself, 
circulates through a thousand verdant stems, 
and distributes the treasures of an abundant 
iiarvest ; in like manner, no sooner had our 
Lord deposited in the sepulchre his material 
covering, — the veil of the '* temple of his 
body" bad been no sooner *' rent asunder," 
than his boundless spirit, its difiiisive ac- 
tivity now releais^d from all restraint, was dis- 
tributed through the bosoms of those whom 
he loved dearly as his life, — working in them 
effects infinitely exceeding all that he had ena- 
bled them to perform ere he had quitted the 
mortal vestment of his body ; — and what is a 
proof that the heavenly gift which they re- 
ceived, was indeed the very Spirit of the Lord, 
— ^is, that he is denominated in the text. The 
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Spirit of Truth, and that the Son of God 
saith of himself, " I am the truth ;" — that, 
in another place, speaking to Pilate, he said : 
" He that is of the truth heareth my voice :" 
which very thing is likewise expressly declared 
by the Apostles : — " If any man have not the 
SPIRIT of the Lord Jesus, he is none of his." 

Oh, blessed Apostles ! instructors of the 
whole world ! what admirable and what 
consolatory effects followed, to your glory 
and the blessing of suffering humanity, that 
precious gift which you obtained! Those 
things which you had heard from the mouth 
of your divine Master, — the wonders which 
you had seen effected by his superhuman 
power, — those, after the same Spirit had 
descended upon you, you also were enabled 
to say and do : — like Him, you comforted man- 
kind ; like Him, you raised the dead ; ^s He 
had done, you read in the folded book of 
men's consciences ! As He breathed upon you 
the Spirit of his Father, when about to 
ascend up to him, while he addressed to you 
those words of power : " Receive ye the Holy 
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Ghost !" in like manner^ upon the utterance 
pf your never-rejected prayers, and by the im- 
position of your hands, the Spirit of the Lord 
descended upon your disciples, and was poured 
forth upon all flesh ! 

Your Master was accustomed to say to the 
penitent : '* Thy sins be forgiven thee !" And 
now he saith to yourselves : *' Whatsoever ye 
bind on earth, I will bind in heaven ; and 
whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted." 
Your eyes, once too feeble and too dim to 
penetrate the depths of the Scriptures, con- 
template now the things which belong unto 
the Spirit of God. Ye no longer say to Jesus .• 
•' Show us tiie Father;" ye behold him in 
his Son ; ye know Him " whom the world 
knowedi not, — God manifest in the flesh." 
Things unknown from the foundation of the 
world, — all that, because as yet above your 
comprekensicHi, die Saviour left untold; all 
heavenly consolations ; all the stores of know- 
ledge jod of wisdom ; all that the heart de- 
sires to love, and the mind to learn ; whidi 
no ear hath heard, of which no mortal imagi- 
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nation ever divined the existence, and which 
never fell within the compass of the mind of 
man ; — ^in one word, all the *' mtsteby of 
GODLiNxss" now lies open to your contempla- 
tion, and the adorable Giver of *' every good 
and perfect gift" no longer conceals any. thing 
from his children ! 

Yes, My Brethren,, the Apostles became 
God's children, created anew after his image 

and in his likeness; and as the Saviour had 

« 

said : "What things soever the Father doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise," so also 
might it be said by the Apostles : *' All that 
the Saviour did, that do we; the same Spirit 
dwelleth in us: like Him we speak the words 
of grace and truth; through Him we force the 
unclean spirits to obey. We are no longer 
those * of little faith,' whom the fear of men 
put to flight, or reduced to silence : No ! we 
proclaim the truth even in presence of the 
rulers who condemn us ; nor can the bloody 
sword of the executioner, nor the ensnaring 
devices of deceit or falsehood, longer influence 
us !— Nothing, no, nothing is able to quench 
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the flame of holy love which has been lighted 
up in our souls ; with gladness and thanks- 
giving will we endure all things in the cause 
of Christ. Like him we are ready to die ft)r 
the salvation of our brethren ; because the 
love of God, that divine principle which the 
Saviour came to introduce into the world, ^ has 
been shed abroad in our hearts by his Holy 
Spirit which is given to us/ " 

Wonder not, ye men of after zge^ ! wonder 
not, when ye shall read of these marvels ! Let 
it not excite your amazement, that the chil- 
dren of God present, in their lineaments, in 
their conduct, and in their language, the glori- 
ous image of their parent. Learn rather. Chris- 
tians, learn of the Apostles, " men like unto 
yourselves," what you ought to become, and 
what it is in your power to become, — ^brethren, 
as well as they, of the only Son of God, of the 
first-bom of all creatures ! Forget, at least 
for some few moments each day, that body 
of sin and death which incloses your immortal 
souls; and, since you profess to believe in 
Jesus, dare to think as becometh his disciples. 
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All these gifts and powers he destines equally 
to you ; he would have you all partake alike 
of the divine perfections^ since he has invited 
you all, as once he invited his Apostles, to 
feed spiritually upon that flesh which giveth 
life to the world, and through faith to drink 
the Saviour's blood, which conveys immor* 
tality ; in order that you may be '* one with 
him, even as he and the Father are one,'' and 
that you all may ''arrive at the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ." 

And, what though neither you nor I have 
the power of calling back the dead to this sad 
perishable existence ? What though we speak 
not the various languages of every nation ? Is 
there any necessary connection between these 
extraordinary gifts, and happiness and virtue ? 
Did even our Lord himself speak in foreign 
tongues ? And, although he had promised to 
the founders of his divine religion, that they 
should perform miracles more splendid than he 
had himself ever done, does it follow, that his 
holy Apostles were in any sense upon a level 
with Him whose ''name is above every name"? 
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— with Him, wliois ** called Woxderful, the 
MIGHTY God, the everlasting Father" ? — 
Oh, strive rather to exalt yoursdves to the 
height of your destiny and of your hop^s. 
Instead of regretting those miraculous ^idow- 
n^nts which were conferred upon the first 
disciples, for die conversion of nations of 
every tongue and every climate, to the Gds^ 
pel,— instead of aspiring to those supernatural 
powers^ now become unnecessary, — let tbe 
knowledge of the truth, the love of wisdom, 
the view of heaven, and of the transporting 
joys there promised to you is your inherit^ 
ance, and the ability and the will to follow 
the commandments of your heavenly Father^ 
teach you to give a boundless range to your 
hopes and your aspirations. God himself and 
the supreme good are offered to our desires; 
which nothing less than infinite happiness— 4id 
object inferior to Him — can fully satisfy: And 
having given himself for us, will he not like- 
wise with himself **^fireely give us all things"? 

Should there, however, remain any dottfeft 
upon your minds, that the promise of the 
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Spirit of God relates to you, no less than to the 
first believers ; you may easily convince your- 
selves that, happily, such is the truth :^ — See 
how, in the Acts of the Apostles, not they 
only, not the seventy-two disciples only, but 
all besides who had been converted by onr 
Lord's preaching, — but persons of both sexes, 
have the Holy Ohost communicated to them. 
It w&s not for them merely who followed 
him in his ministry, that our Saviour prayed, 
but for every individual of ail times and places 
who should believe in the Gospel: neither 
was it merely upon that handful of Christians 
at Jerusalem, that he bestowed this wonderful 
endowment; but individuals of every nation, 
upon being converted to the Lord, obtained, 
either mediately through his Apostles, or, 
as was the case with St. Paul, immediately 
from himself, the precious gift of the Holt 
Ghost : — " The promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that we afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our Gt>d shall call.'" 
^—Sucjbi is the express language addressed to 
us by St. Peter. 
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And have you not read, how, even from the 
beginning of the v^orld, the Lord has held com- 
munion virith the human race, — how he has 
snatched sinners back from the brink of that 
frightful deluge, which nothing could have urged 
him to bring upon mankind, but a deluge more 
hideous still, of impieties and crimes ? '^ My 
Spirit," he saith to them, with the mild re- 
proof of a parent deeply a£fected by the ingra- 
titude of his children, whose destruction he 
had been willing to avert, — " My Spirit shall 
not always strive with you !" — And have you 
not read that consolatory declaration which he 
made to Abraham: — "In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed" ? And, says 
he not in another place, without exception, 
by the word of the prophet : — *' I will pour 
out MY Spirit upon all flesh"? Does he not, 
lastly, give this commandment to his Apos- 
tles : — " Go ye, teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" ? 

You then, also. My dear Brethren, you have 
been dedicated to this Holy Spirit ; and upon 
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you also, ever since your baptism, hath the 
saving grace of your Lord dwelt ! 

But, moreover, are we not, on the one hand, 
required by our divine Master and his Apos- 
tles, to believe cordially that He is the Christ 
— the Redeemer of our souls ? whilst, on the 
other hand, do they not declare, that no man can 
confess the Saviour but by the Holy Ghost? 
But can it be thought that the Almighty, 
without assisting our endeavours, would exact 
of us that which we have not, of ourselves, 
the strength to fulfil ? Are we ignorant, that 
feiith itself is a gift of God, which he never 
ceases from offering to us during our whole 
lives, but which we are free to reject ? Nor, 
lastly, was it the lessons of human wisdom, — 
nor was it '* flesh and blood that revealed " to 
us, any more than to Simon Peter, that Jesus 
Christ is "the Son of the living God ;" but only 
the Spirit of " our Father who is in heaven." 

We may, therefore, conclude, as a direct 

consequence of God's perfections,— of his in- 

finite justice and equity, — that the promise 

of his good Spirit was given "to us and 

o 
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to our ofaildren/' — to all ChristiaBs, uoto the 
end of the world :^ — a grand uid affecting trutb> 
which the Apostles so warmly admitted^ that 
ift writing to the members of the Universal 
Churchy they unanimously adopt this form of 
salutaticm: ''The communion of the Holy 
Ghost be with you all!" 

This conolu^on^ howeyer^ draws with it 
certam moral consequaices apfdicable in our 
case, and sacred duties to be fulfilled by vm 
towards this Spirit of Truth, who alone is aUe 
to sanctify our souls : — it is with the consi^ 
dwation of these, ,that I propose to terminate 
this discourse* 

1. In the first place. My dear Brethren, let 
us adore this Holy Spjrit, to whont we were 
consecrated by our baptism: let us adore 
this Spirit of Truth, of Justice, and of Joy, 
the sole -Author of our spiritual life ; let us 
render to this Spirit of Wisdom and of Truth 
'' ccmtinual thanks." It is to Him that we 
are indebted for the Gospel of our Lord|«-^ 
for his divine precepts,-^for the example <rf* 
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m itiost holy Hl^. Ym, If we rkiiow all thM 
tti« Son of God h&th ^(iffered for ils,--^l the 
sUigiiiih of soul, all the ^orfKireal toMure it 
^i^t bitn to tiklvA ouf cotlsitiences, to satisfy 
the jtistide of God the Ci'eatori to acquire for 
us a right to inifnortsl life ;-^it i& to thk 
Spirit of Light dud Safioiificatioa that we Owe 
thei&estitndh^ bi^efits of thatknowl^ge. <> 
AIM ! had ho not shed abroad his gtft& Upon 
naa&idiidr^had they been abandoned to their 
ettots, to their ignorance^ to their most degrad-* 
ing yicei^, we sihould be, even at this day, witb-» 
out God and without hope;^ and our memfn) 
Redeemer, who gave his own life to preserve 
the life of the souls of imn, would not I'eap the 
eli|oyment of his self-saerifice, and ''the tra- 
vail ofhissotiir 

' Oh, what shall we render to him, in return 
fisr so great a blessing^^fof favours so little 
meidited? How &ir do all out expresi^ons &11 
below 6w ^sentitamttd I How inadequate aitt 
all: the /powete of oui^ minds, fiilly to expreed 
the Gomfilrt^ tb6;giiafeitude, the joy^ which out 
hcttrtp tould not but feel at beholding the 
Z 
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Kfe-giving Spirit of the Most High descend 
a second time upon his creatures^ as in the 
days of the first creation, when he " moved 
upon the face " of the world, caused order to 
spring from the midst of chaos, and light to 
issue forth from the bosom of darkness I 

Now pass with me from those remote periods 
of might and miracle, to the age in which 
we live ; overleap in thought the vafet extent 
of time and space ; for, from the days of Enoch 
till this hour, the *' Spirit of the Lord" hath 
never ceased to " strive " with men. Al- 
though he acts not in a supernatural manner 
in these *' latter days/' yet be assured, that 
even whilst I am addressing you, and whilst 
with one accord we are met together to ask 
of God the Spirit of his grace, he is present 
" in the midst " of us, — that, moved by the 
fervour of your prayers, Heaven has granted 
the most earnest of your petitions ; learn, in 
the pious emotions which agitate your bosoms, 
to recognize that sanctifying influence which 
is the gift of Heaven, no less than the respi- 
ration by which we live, no less than the 
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breath of God Almighty^ which is felt by 
every soul that exists! These are the rays 
of divine splendour which pass through your 
souls, and enlighten your thoughts! These 
are the tongues of flame, which, resting upon 
each of you, light up that fire of giatitude, 
of love, and of religion which glows within 
your hearts ! 

Oh, how- powerful, great God! is the in- 
fluence of thy Word! To this unspeakable 
love we yield ; to tiiy mercies we resign our- 
selves! We have no strength but to adore 
thee, — no will save to dedicate it to thine, — 
no language but to glorify thee ! ** What is 
man that thou art mindful of him, O God ?" 
What is '' the son of man, diat thou visitest 
him?" 

Oh, let us praise the name of the Lord for 
ever: — I will sing unto the Lord as long as 
I live ; — I will sing praises unto my God as 
long as I have any being; because thou hast 
sent thy Spirit, according to thy promise, — 
and because thy creatures that were Minting 
and decayed, are created afresh^ — and because 
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by thy Itfe-rgiving hreatii l^ou ptoceedtet tbus 
to renew the fiatee of the earth I And this, in 
troth. Christians, wb should t^Btf day. pi^r- 
ceire, were we^not dktrai^d by oor pa^mapfii 
and abs(»rbed im the multipUpity Qf :iwr sffm^ ; 
this it is, which we allcought to oOQsid^r with 
an attentive eye,-^the waad«rfijj progress of 
grace and of a spiritual existence in tbo9e 
hearts which hay« be^n fig^n^ra^ by the 
Spia'iT of: Jssns GnRi9T>'r^l^i9' is the g^Qod 
lesson which I dmgn to dr»w from roy 
textv :'■-. . - . •'. 

2. My dear Br^thwn,-^you who jfe^r Gpd, 
wd are wise nnio salyfttion, meditltlte upoi» th^ 
ftivours and meroie^iof the ]U>rdl Drafv mv, 
and see them displayed in those whom qw 
l^viour adds to his Church. Si§, h^rq, the 
idck who are healed-rrheal^l of ikf^ inveterate 
maladies of the soulfrn-tbe instant thay beU^v^ 
in that promise of th^ Saviour: -^ Thi^^ sj^ 
ness shall not be npta deaths but fpr th$ g^?y 
of God.'^ There, bdbold , tho9« h^m in: blii)^ 
fiess: recover their mental vkipti; tl^ir ^ym^ 
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are opened; they $ee tiie troth of tha* rtUgum 
which they had demed ; they recognize their 
God, their Father, their Sayiowl Fiirtheroii^ 
see thos^ who were falimg cotitiauaUy SaIo trnp 
imsed up by the help o£ the Spirit of holi&es$» 
walk henceforth with &rm steps in the paths 
of r^hteousnes* and innocencal 0> cocoe, 
aod see how jgrawius the Lord i», aad what 
great things hi$ hand hath done: The right 
hand of the Lwd hath done mighty things I 
The right hand of the Lord hath done mi^y 
things 1 See the dead issuing forth fiaom 
their tombst-r-those who were ** dead in tres- 
passes and ' sins/' mi^ed to newness of life# 
See them, with triumph and with thanksgiying^ 
ascending from thegraveaof their unbelief and 
vice! They burst, at length, the cteg««iingi 
fetters of those paasi<>ns which held them ea^ 
slaved to unworthy eJbjeets ; axwi restoie to 
liberty, to life, to happm^ss, those who ba[ve 
heard the voice of tbe Son of Man. 

*^ Thus saith the Lord God» Come from th.e 
four winds, Q ^a^ATH of God, and breai^ 
^pon the»» slain, that they may live, that the^ 
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may know that I am the Lord, and thafethey may 
stand up upon their feet." O, if we did but 
always maintain a consciousness of the pre- 
sence of God, — if we never grieved the Spirit 
of his grace, — ^if we would but allow ourselves 
to be led by his good counsel, — what " peace 
which passeth all understanding," what inex- 
haustible consolations, what " joys unspeak- 
able" would become our portion, even in the 
midst of the calamities, the crosses, and the 
afflictions of this present life ! 

As mariners, overtaken by tempests, upon a 
sea strewn with shelves, are unable to distin- 
guisfa, save by the frightful gleams of the 
lightning, the heaven they supplicate; — no pro- 
pitious beam shines forth, and the light of day 
is plunged beneath the wave; — their hearts 
are torn by a thousand hideous shapes of 
doath, like the waves by the racking storm ; 
— they lift their hopeless eyes towards the 
blessed regions of day, when, suddenly, the 
morning star appears, and enables them to dis- 
cern, close to the abyss wherein they believed 
themselves doomed to perish, the wished-^for 
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port. Even so, when, upon the stormy ocean 
of this life, within sight of the grave which 
yawns beneath our steps, the hideous tempest 
of the passions is let loose within our bosoms, 
and mourning in our dwellings ; when reverse 
in every shape— our own nrisfortune and the 
malice of others — destroys to the foundation 
the edifice of our fair fame, of our vain riches, 
and our yet vainer hopes ;— when every resource 
fails, and the fickle world abandons us;— r 
Oh, then, if we raise our eyes to heaven, what 
a shining light is that which comes to dispel 
the gloom, and to cause joy to rise upon 
our souls! To the deepest sorrow a sweet 
serenity instantly succeeds, and the song 
of triumph to the cries of despair ! — It is 
THE Comforter, whom the Saviour "sends 
us/* From the shades of death, whither he 
descended for our salvation, he once more 
shakes the universe; and sends down from 
above his Spirit of Truth, to calm this men- 
tal tempest: at his command an unlooked-for 
tranquillity comes over us, and our miseries 
are ended; we reach the happy haven; we 
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sure bom again to a true life, to immortality, 
to bliss! And then is verified for us that 
noble exclamation of the Psalmist : '^ Liet God 
arise, and let" mine ^' enemies be scattered i^ 
let th^m "also that hate" me ** flee before" 
xne, "as smoke i^ driven away, as wax melteth 
before the fire*" t Then at last is accomplished 
in our behalf that transporting promise of Jesus 
Christ; "And your heart shall rejoice, and 
your joy no roan taketh from you." 

3. I wiLt pjiAY MY Father, and he shall 

GIVU TOU ANOTHER CoMFORTER, — OuT Lord 

hin^elf then prays in order to obtain for his 
disciples the divine Comforter, and at his 
prayer the Holy Ghost descends ! They also> 
the Apostl^ of Christ, w^re praying when this 
GIFT oj QoD was granted to them. Qh, then, 
A|y Brethiren, let us ask, with earnestness, with 
|iuniility> with perseverance ; and God Mrill not 
refuse w his gpod Spirit. We have a pledge 
fear ii in his Word, we have a guarantee of it in 
U^ Q^ample of ^e disciples mA of the saints. 
I urill-a^y yet Wipre ; whw ve pray, the SpOTt 
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himself will pray also within us. — How is it 
posi^iWe that our prayers shoukl not b^ heaid 
md answered ? He who will ask for us, He 
who will pray with us, is the same with Him 
who bears apd apiiwers. 

Th«n shall we pall God ovn- Fatbjer ! and he 
will answer ^s, UfML ah I! Then will all those 
qeiestial virtue^ whi^h we the fruits of the sjnrit 
of the l-cvd, spring up in our souls,-^the love of 
righteou^nesii and of peace, brotherly lore, mu^p 
tunl forbearance, gentlene^?, humility, temperi- 
an«e, holiness pf lik^ Then will these blessed 
diiqpositwns in u^ affi>rd ea^h other reciprooal 
support ; this will inspire us wiUi moderation 
in prosperity, that will enable us, in misfortune, 
''in our patience to possess our souls ;'' all will 
unite together to uphold us, in temptation, in 
the day of trial, and at the hour of death. 

O, then, descend into our hearts, thou 
Supreme Comforter of men! Thou, only 
Thou canst heal the wounds which sin has 
inflicted upon us; — ^Thou only canst direct the 
despairing sinner to peace and joy ; — Thou only 
canst supply the Savioiur*s place amongst us. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



204 

until Thou givest hitn back to our sight ! " O, 
make no long tarrying !" Our strength faileth us 
in thy absence. In this vale of tears be Thou our 
gtiide, and lead us the way of heaven ; be Thou 
light to the blind ; be Thou hope to those who 
have lost all hope ; be Thou the salvation of 
them that perish ! Bring forth in us more than 
we can ask, or even conceive; — sanctify our 
souls, — comfort us, — ^save us ! for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to whom, with Thee, the Spirit 
of adoption and grace, and to " our Father 
which is in Heaven," one Gtod blessed for 
EVER, be praise, adoration, dominion and glory, 
now and for ever ! Amen. 
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SERMON VIII. 

THE CROSS OF CHRIST, THE GLORY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN. 

Diodati. 
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SERMON VIIL 



Galat. vi. 14. 



God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



WHAT is this title of glory. My Brethren, 
which the Apostle intimates that he prefers to 
every thing that the universe can offer of dig* 
nity, of success, of power? before which all the 
distinctions of greatness fade away, and which 
alone appears to him worthy of engaging his 
thoughts and his affections? Can it foe a cros$ t 
the instrument, that is to say, of a punishment 
the most cruel and the most infamous ? And 
what is the spectacle which that cross presents 
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to him ? — He there beholds a wretch disgraced 
by the vilest outrages, ranked with malefactors, 
—a man no longer worthy of the name of a man, 
who, in the midst of tortures and ignominies, 
terminates a life of obscurity and contempt. 

At this sight, the sen^e shudders, the ima* 
gination is terrified, reason is confounded ; 
the Jew is offended, the Greek perceives only 
a " foolishness" deserving of scorn and deri- 
sion. But how do these alarms of nature and 
this blindness of reason disappear, as soon 
as the torch of faith is brought to light up 
that gloomy picture ! How does the mighty 
mystery of religion, which we then discover, 
disperse that spectacle of shame; and leave, 
to the eye of the believer, only such adorable 
objects as cause him to burst forth in cries of 
joy and triumph ! 

Yes, Christian, — child of light! in the cross, 
in the reproaches of Christ, thou hast presented 
to thee the sole title to true glory. For in 
what art thou allowed to glory ? — In the ex- 
cellency of thy nature, in thy privileges, in the 
Master whom thou hast to serve. Approach, 
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then, with humility^ the scene of the Lord's 
sufferings, and in the mystery of the cross 
behold thine own exaltation^ and the triumph 
of the Son of God. 

Such, My Brethren, is the subject ynth 
which I this day propose to occupy your 
thoughts : my aim wUl be, to l6ad you to place 
your glory in the cross of ChbisTi by show- 
ing you how the mystery of the cross discloses 
the excellence of our nature, and the dource of 
our highest privileges, and sets before us the 
triumph of our Lord. 

Almighty God, adorable JSaviour ! that didst 
expire upon the cross for us, soften our hearts 
by the influence of thy grace ; and so fortify 
our souls, that I may be the means of bringing 
these my brethren fully to perceive and to feel 
the glory that accrues to us from thine inesti - 
mable sacrifice. May they, whilst engaged in 
this contemplation, be kindled with that ar- 
dent love and that unalterable affection for thy 
service, with those divine sentiments of devo- 
tion and of zeal, which caused thine Apostle 
Paul to despise the world and the glory of it 
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and to el^ress his holy transports in tiiese 
sublime words : " I am crucified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me, God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

1. The study of the human heart. My Breth- 
ren, is a painful study: the further we advance 
in this melancholy science, the more afflictive 
are the discoveries we make. The knowledge 
of mankind consists only in an acquaintance, 
mord' or less profound, with the secret of our 
misery; and the longer we dwell upon the 
subject, we are but so much the more disposed 
to say with the royal Prophet, that man is only 
corruption and vanity. In vain does pride 
revolt against the truth that thus humiliates it ; 
our reason, our heart, and our conscience 
unite in its support; and on this point the 
force of self-love is constrained to give way 
to the combined strength of reflection and 
experience. 

Let us, for the purpose of more deeply 
impressing you with this sad but salutary 
truth, imagine a man of perfect sincerity — 
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one neither besotted by the illusions of pride^ 
nor enlightened by the divine revelations of 
the Gospel — to examine his heart and to re- 
trace his past life; and, after this scmtiny, 
to pronounce an impartial opinion respecting 
the degree of excellence belonging to his 
nature : what is the language that he would 
hold with himself? Methinks I hear him 
discourse after this manner : " The further I 
proceed in the study of myself, the less capable 
I feel of coming to any certain conclusions; 
1 know not to what end I have been called 
into life ; I am ignorant of what the future is 
preparing for me. In the midst, however, of 
all this obscurity, I have light enough to dis- 
cover that t am a wretched creature, whose 
existence is but a succession of miseries. If I 
look upon my body, I see it beset with a mul- 
titude of continually recurring wants, to satisfy 
which, requires painful and unceasing exer- 
tions; exposed to suflFering, to accident, to 
disease, to the injuries of time, which must in 
the end cause its dissolution. If I regard my 

p 2 
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soul, at first it seems to me that this spiritusd 
portion of my being redeems its dignity; I 
find there noble ideas, vast and insatiable de- 
sires, lofty sentiments, and magnificent con- 
ceptions. But presently I discover that my 
intellect, confined within the narrowest limits, 
and unequal to the most trivial difficulties, 
meets at every turn with countless impedi- 
ments, and falls into a thousand errors, upon 
subjects apparently the least worthy of its 
powers : — ^I discover that, the slave of unruly 
passions which my feeble will is insufficient to 
govern, my soul is hurried on by a thousand 
inclinations mutually contending with each 
other; which seem to dispute its possession as 
a prey, and by turns to wrest it from each 
other: — I discover that those vague percep- 
tions, those insatiable desires, which consume 
it, render my life a series of vexations, of 
restlessness, of continual torture: — I discover, 
in fine, that, the victim of distresses the most 
various, and which the most legitimate attach- 
ments give birth to, it is successively torr 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



213 

mented by inquietude, wasted by contempt, 
devoured by chagrin, worn by regrets, the 
sport of every bitter feeling and every harassing 
distress. Lastly, if I regard my entire beings 
I behold a creature whose duration is limited 
perhaps to a few moments — to a journey of a 
few years — for the most part laborious, always 
exposed to calamities, and wearisomeness, — 
to some few days checquered with imperfect 
pleasures and overwhelming cares ; at the end 
of which I shall go to join the dead, — the earth 
will close over me, — ^worms shall revel in my 
flesh, — and I shall become a thing abominable 
to my fellow-creatures: and all this^ irrevo- 
cably. Alas, miserable wretch ! Can the few 
faint traces of grandeur which survive amidst 
thy miseries, suffice to dignify thee? Are 
they not rather buried under a multitude of 
evidences which bear witness to thy imperfec- 
tion and thy frailty ? But, what do I say ? So 
far from redeeming, do they not rather serve, 
on the contrary, to aggravate still more the 
misery of my condition ? Do they not, by 
ennobling my desires, lend a more humiliating 
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poignancy to the sense of my infirmities? Ah, 
surely the brute, which, satisfied with the lot 
assigned him by his Creator, conducted blindly 
oy a happy instinct, finds food and rest, is 
exempt from the torment of desire and of re- 
flection, and sighs for nothing beyond the 
limits of his destiny ; whilst I,— the victim, on 
the one side, of fond imaginations, and strug- 
gles of unsatisfied passion, for ever attempting 
an unattainable felicity, — on the other, allied to 
ignorance through ray low and mortal condi- 
tion,*— find myself the last and most unfortunate 
of beings. Thus, the further my researches 
extend, I but arrive at the more deplorable 
convictions of my nothingness ; and am driven 
to the miserable acknowledgment, that it had 
been better for me never to have existed." 
Such, it appears to me. My Brethren, would 
be the course of argument of a man left to his 
own wretchedness ; and surely nothing could 
be more natural than such conclusions. 

Now, hear, in his turn, the Christian occu- 
pied in the same inquiry into the excellence of 
his nature : how difierent will his language be. 
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My Brethren ! — *^ When I reflect upon my 
bemg," he would say, " I confess that I per- 
ceive in myself so many marks of weakness 
and corruption, that the contemplation of my 
misery and nothingness leads me to the very 
verge of despair. But when, out of the depth 
of my distress, I raise my eyes to the Cross 
on which Christ died, — then how do my sor- 
rowful reflections disappear, and give place to 
nobler thoughts ! How does that which seemed 
to my view so mean, tower up ; and the majesty 
of my nature unfold itself! Yes, when I call 
to mind, that it was for me that He who existed 
from all eternity, — He whose voice summoned 
the universe out of nothing, — He who, su- 
premely blessed, enjoyed immortal glory in 
the bosom of the Father, — He whom the intel- 
ligences of Heaven adored and celebrated in 
their praises ; — that He so " humbled himself,'' 
as to " take upon him the form of a servant," — 
as to become like man, a creature, in appear- 
ance, so despicable ; — when I behold him ex- 
piring for me upon a cross of shame, under- 
going for me every species of ignominy and 
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cruel torture ;— then, however contemptibly i 
may appear in my own eyes, how can I but 
believe, that he, for whom all these amazing 
wpnders are performed, hides under his seeming 
yileness qualities of a high order? How can 
I but believe> that, in spite of this physical 
frailty, of this poverty of intellect, my passions 
and my griefs, the restlessness of my desires, 
— in spite, even, of that death to which I 
am condemned, — that the creature for whose 
sake the Son of God descends from heaven to 
earth, is of a noble and excellent nature, and 
appointed to a glorious destiny ? No ! In 
vain would all the attributes of my being com^ 
bine to demonstrate to . me my insignificance, 
to convince me of my baseness ! By means c^ 
the CROSS OF Jesus Christ, I should be enabled 
to confound these arguments, and to disperse 
these seeming ignominies; and should bring to 
light beneath them the real grandeur which 
they darkly veil. Let my Saviour descend 
from heaven, let him endure the most appalling 
tortures, let his blood flow, let him resign hk 
life, hi him. expire for me upon the cro^s : — 
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does not this mystery demonstrate with con- 
vincing force the excellency of my nature? 
Cease then, O my soul, to be cast down at the 
prospect of thy condition ! Christ hath died 
for thee ! Cast away, my spirit, these sad 
ideas of thy degradation ! Be filled with lofty 
thou^ts, and break forth into expressions of 
thanksgiving and triumph! Say to thyself: 
* No, man is no vile and miserable creature. 
Thou, O God, hast made him a little lower than 
the angels ; thou hast crowned him with glory 
and honour/ For his sake hast thou sent thy 
Son into the world, and hast ordained him to 
suffer the death of the cross ! — Cross of Jesus 
Christ, that art the source of all my greatness, 
how should I not make of thee my greatest 
subject of glory V 

Such, My Brethren, such are the exalted 
emotions which the believer must experience 
in the contemplation of that cross, which, by 
means of the excellence of the victim attached 
to it, emtbles him to estimate his nature's dig- 
nity ; but, without which, we are but mean 
and feeble creatures, mortal and miserable; 
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without it, confounded by the sense of my 
extreme unworthiness, I humble myself in dust 
and ashes, and say with the Psalmist, that ^* man 
at his best estate is altogether vanity." But 
when I raise my eyes to the cross whereon the 
Son of God expires, when I look upon that 
costly victim, whose blood is shed for me^ 
seized with a holy awe while I ccmtemplate 
this marvellous mystery, overwhelmed and 
^entranced with the immensity of the sacrifice, 
I take courage and dare to glory in my ow© 
greatness. 

2. Again: where shall we find a more 
genuine cause of exultation^ than our hopes of 
immortality ? — O man, privileged heir of hea- 
ven, — thou who, citizen of the heavenly Zion, 
and joint heir with Jesus Christ, shouldest 
f egard this world as a land of exile, and eternity 
as alone thy country ; — thou that, spite of thy 
seeming insignificance, shalt live for ever; and 
beholdest in thyself a being superior to this 
stupendous and magnificent universe, which, 
" when the day of the Lord cometh," must 
return tQ nothing ; — bast thou not cause to 
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triumph in the lofty destiny that lies before 
thee ? Hence may est thou brave the '* King of 
Terrors," and, nobly defying him, exclaim: 
*• O Death, where is thy sting ? O Grave, 
where is thy victory?" and in calm reliance 
upon that transporting hope, fearlessly descend 
into the tomb. The Everlasting himself is the 
surety of thy glorious privileges. Here again, it 
is to THE CROSS of Jcsus Christ, — it is to the 
cross, to that altar, which, through the excel- 
lence of the victim immolated there, enables 
thee to judge of the grandeur of thy own nature, 
— it is, moreover, to that sacred wood, that 
together with thy Saviour, are affixed thy 
proud titles to immortality. 

And, oh. My Brethren, what would be our 
condition without this marvellous sacrifice, 
which redeems and saves us? When I keep 
out of sight the Saviour's death, and contem- 
plate man as he is, deprived of those blessings 
which the blood of the New Covenant, shed 
" for the remission of sins," confers upon him, 
what a spectacle does he present to my ap- 
pall^ imagination! Alas! I behold him the 
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miserable victim of our first Father's disobe- 
dience, bearing every where with him the dole- 
ful heritage of death, marked with the seal of re- 
probation, tormented by fiery desires planted by 
Satan in his bosom ! I see him falling through 
temptation into the snares of the •* Prince 
of Darkness," oflTending his God, violating the 
law written in his conscience, becoming thus 
his enemy, finding no Mediator to reconcile him 
with his angry judge, raising in vain his suppli-* 
ant hands to Heaven, shedding unavailing tears 
of remorse; and, lost beyond redemption^ 
hurrying through life along the torrent of his 
sins, unmet by a single obstacle which might 
suspend his destructive course, or a liberator 
from its raging waves ; finally, on the whirl of 
these headlong waters, plunging for ever into 
the hideous abysses of justice, of wrath, and 
of vengeance ! 

Such is the picture of man, as a fallen, a dis- 
obedient, and guilty creature- But— O glory of 
the Christian and triumph of the cross I — ^Jesus 
Christ, abandoning the abodes of heaven, 
dwells in man's likeness in the midst of these 
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children of condemnation. They force him to 
*' bear his cross/' — he ascends the Mount of 
Calvary,— they bind him to the infamous 
wood, — they pierce him with nails, — from hi^ 
torn body the blood gushes forth ;-^and this 
victim offered up for sin, redeems and saves 
** that which was lost;" — Heaven is reconciled 
to earth, — the Eternal, satisfied with this ob- 
lation to his justice, no longer looks in wrath 
upon mankind; — his compassion yearns over 
the offenders, — children of Adam, he again 
becomes their parent ! 

Nor is this all : Not only does tne death of 
Christ open to us anew the access to a blessed 
eternity, but, in order to facilitate our ap- 
proach, he secures to us the privilege of repen- 
tance, which, through his adorable intercession, 
is capable of expiating every offence; — he 
lavishes upon us the manifold helps, of his 
instructions, of his promises, and of the graces 
of his Spirit; in order that we may mojre effec- 
tually struggle with error and vice, and that we 
may go on with greater confidence in the way 
of obedience md sanctification. The whole 
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world Mras then lost, and presented only vic- 
tims devoted to vengeance. In the prospect 
of futurity, there was only hell. Jesus, nailed 
to the cross, from the height of Calvary sum- 
mons to him all the human race; all are per- 
mitted to hear his voice, to share in the fruits 
of his sacrifice, to follow the sign of the Son 
of Man, and to attain to the abodes of everlas- 
ting joy in heaven. 

Break forth, then, O sinner, in exclamations 
of gratitude; and exult in the cross of Christ thy 
Saviour ! Heaven, which sin had shut against 
thee, his sacrifice throws open ; and through 
his merits thou mayest lay claim to bliss. Hell, 
which sin had opened for thee, his sacrifice 
closes ; and, unless the hairdness of thy heart 
plunges thee there, thou mayest escape its tpr- 
tures. Be it then for ever the subject of thy 
triumph, and place thy glory in the privil^gesr 
inestimable which it obtains for thee. 

Yes, cEOss of our Lord, cross of our salva- 
tion, thou art our only refuge ! Sinking under 
the weight of our unworthiness, covered with 
the shames of sin, tortured by remorse, we 
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cast ourselves at thy foot; we embrace thee 
with tears of repentance and of love ; we look 
up to Christ as the Israelites looked up in the 
wilderness to the Brazen Serpent^ and are 
healed by that blood which flowa from the 
blessed victim immolated upon thee. Wash 
our souls from their impurities ; procure for us 
pardon^ and the graces of hii^ enlightening 
Spirit; save us, and trapslate us to those hea- 
venly i^cies, where Jesus Christ dwellethi 
*' Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, when we were dead in tres- 
passes and sins, hath begotten us again into a 
lively hope by his Son Jesus Christ! God 
forbid that I should glory, save in th£ cross 
OF ouE Lord Jesus Christ !" 

3. After having contemplated in the cross 
your grandeur and your privileges, now. Chris- 
tians, behold there your Master himself; if you 
have souls capable of being influenced by any 
of those sublime emotions which inflame noble 
minds with heroic zeal, witness the sufierings 
of Jesas, and glory in calling yourselves by his 
name. 
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Oh, if the soldier glories in following a victo- 
rious chief, — if in the laurels of his triumph he 
can find his own, — soldiers of our Lord, when 
ye witness his triumph upon the cross, do you 
deem it no honour to be enrolled iii his ser- 
vice ? Yes, My Brethren, it is in the midst of 
the ignominies of Christ, that his glory is most 
apparent; it is there that his greatness, his 
power, his Godhead, unveil themselves^ and 
are seen in all their splendour. It is not bere^ 
however, my intention to exhibit him to you 
in his Almighty character, displaying in death 
his eternal power, by the crushing of hisf 
foiled enemy, by disarming death of his stinger 
and by triumphing over the grave j these 
awful articles of faith, these unfathomable 
mysteries, the objects of eternal fear, and hope, 
and love, I shall pass by. But I will show 
you in the cross a triumph, less august, I 
adlow^ but perhaps more profitable to contem-* 
plate, less worthy of a God, but more instEuc? 
tive to mankind, — Jesus triumphant over the 
weaknesses of mortality, crucifyii^ all hi^ 
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human desires, exhibiting the sublimest heroisoi 
in the midst of his tortures, and submitting to 
his sufferings, as the Apostle expresses it, ''for 
.our ensample." 

Approach, then, you whom the smallest sa- 
crifice alarms, you whom the smallest violence 
offered to your inclinations, drives back, or 
strikes with terror,-^approach, and see upon 
THE cuoss Him *' who in all things was like 
unto yourselves, sin only excepted," immola- 
ting all those affections which it would cost 
you so much to renounce; and, by the diffi- 
culty of the sacrifice, judge of his magnanimity. 
Come, and see him triumph over Pride, — over 
that pride which is your most cherished feel- 
ing, that pride which lives inseparably in your 
-heart. See this Jesus, '*in whom the fulness of 
the Godhead dwelt,'' but who clothed himself 
with mortal flesh, voluntarily exposing himself 
. to every insult, and embracing the death of the 
cross. See him rendering himself superior to 
the Senses— to those senses of which you are 
the slaves, and to the satisfiying of which you 
devote your entire existeirce. Behold that 

Q 
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lacerieited flesh,— those hiiaAa aSid those feet 
t>ierced with nails, that Aiartyred body which 
Jesus himself delitrers up to the te^etre. Oonle, 
and see him triumphing over ^he feeli%f df 
^tred, — a feeling which has to ^fHax ^cen- 
dency In yont bosoms, which is so hard to eWidl- 
tiate, and which is awitke&ed theti ^y )^ 
slightest injuries-. Behold hitn the ticr^m 6f 
th6 yilesft iittpo3t&re, surrounded by tiie e>te- 
eiitidners, Md by afti inhvitnan tabble; W<fa6, 
after hailing Mta to tbe-#tif<)d, ka^ti hlM, aivd 
moek At those "hgc^ieii chi bai^ thoti^ht of 
which teaJJe* tutoianitiy l^uader,— breatbiflg 
forth, in the Ihidst ^ i^o^e iiilisttUi^ ahd M- 
mtdtuouB cries, t^eise wor^s ef peme «nd 
mercy : " Fsfhe** fdrglte thein, fat 'they kt»«w 
iiot what th^y do^ !" Odine, mk see h&n tri4ttph- 
^g ove^ ^ose i^tbsib 'ties,-— H^he te^er^sft 6f 
those cohiie<5i^<tas Whicfc^nd yiiu ib fbtcMy 
to eibrt^, ^a%'het)»eikin|Of'Whi6hdr6Wa«rdtn 
ydu ^ mjiy latneuxittidns. See Mdi befl^^, 
frbih thie elSvaticm of the aioH^, Ms Ittbltft bf 
^kffetitibn u{Jofa his ini<%ll^ tthd l&e "^fe<^e 
^hoti» he loved,^" ^hdSte %bt»fe aJb ^e«iea% 
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^rief as by a sword, — quitting them with the 
heavenly calm of resigoatioA, imd, in his la$t 
farewell, oommending them to each other. 
Come, and see him triumphing over agonic the 
sli^est attacks of which deject and irrit^t^ 
yon, and cause you to give laway !to loud and 
often impious complaints. $iee Jesus, Bficom^ 
passed with the Jce^^iast^d the darkest douht^^ 
silently sufieriiDg like a lamb led to ithe slaugh'^ 
ter, and exclainsring : ** O Father, thy witl^ wrt 
mine, be done !" Come, la^y, aee him tri- 
umphing over the fear of Dealii,— of tba;t death 
the dread of which congeals you with horror, 
and overwhelms you wiib dastardly despair. 
See hino, when, at the point of entering into 
the gloomy hwrors (q( the tomb> he perceive 
between Mouself and the grav^ only the inters 
Yal of one rapid imtant, uttering in his extrexne 
agony : " feather, into Ifcy hao^s I commeiid 
.my spirit !" 

But, to w^hai €»d so ma^y sac^ific^ a«d 
itiSbsmphs ? For tibe display of a ra^ cqur^^ge 1 
an rinconsiderate self'-devotion ? Js it hMwan 
force which commaiMls it ? No : (and this it i^ 

Q 2 
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which fills up the measure of our Lord's glory,) 
it is his unbounded love that induces him to 
offer upon the cross a life which nothing could 
deprive him of. It is his love, his ardent love, 
which is his executioner. And, for whom does 
he devote himself? — For the ungrateful, who do 
him violence, — the cowardly, who abandon 
him,— the blinded, who go astray,— even for the 
brutal multitude, who mock and murder him. 
By the mightiest effort of love, he resigns his 
life — he dies — for us* 

Heroism beyond conception ! Death full of 
sublimity ! in which, while we exclusively 
regard the man, it is impossible for us not to 
perceive the God ; — so far do the divine linea- 
ments which shine out from the midst of these 
marks of humanity, reveal the perfect Being 
veiled beneath ! Oh, My Brethren, how is the 
greatness of the Saviour displayed upon the 
CROSS ! What a glorious model of devotedness, 
of courage, of love, of patience, of self-denial, 
of self-sacrifice, does he present in his death! 
Vanish before Him, ye who engage the world's 
admiration, and whose glory Time, the univer- 
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sal destroyer, appears even yet to be augment- 
ing ! Ye heroes of the elder times, and ye, 
the children of later ages, who have been found 
capable of dedicating your lives to your 
country, to your friends, to virtue, and whose 
generous sacrifices are so vaunted, be ye no 
more remembered! The Saviour blots out 
your united renown. What becomes of the 
splendour of your sacrifices, when put beside 
the sacrifice of the Son of Man ? Before Him 
your grandeur becomes but littleness. Your 
light, whose brightness is but of earth, grows 
all pale before the splendours of this luminary, 
— quenched is your glory, in the presence of 
the glory of Jesus! 

Yes, adorable Saviour, it is upon the cross, 
that I delight to contemplate thy triumph ! 
When I behold thee upon Mount Tabor^ en- 
veloped in a shining glory, — when I behold 
thee, the conqueror of death, springing upward 
victorious from the sepulchre, — when I behold 
thee, from the Mount of Olives, carried up into 
heaven upon a cloud of glory, fi;om the gaze 
of thy. wondering disciples, thy majesty ex- 
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cites my admiration, and causes me to burst 
forth in expressions of praise and of joy ; but 
never, never dost thou seem to me so glorious, 
as when encircled by thy shames. It is there, 
that all things combine to prove thee greatest 
in my estimation, There I recognize at once 
the infinite love and power of a God, and the 
lioblefet characters of the heroism of man. And 
shall any one pride himself in exemption from 
the service o^ such a master ? And does the 
being called to follow in his footsteps, not 
tend to exalt men m their own esteem ? Away 
with the sordid wretch, indifferent to so proud 
a privilege, who fears and hesitates, when 
Jesus, bearing his cross, and having his head 
fcrowned witii thorns, invites him to follow 
hito! But let the believer contemplate his 
erticified Saviour; let him glory in following 
him, in obeying him, in serving beneath his 
banner; then, beholding his glory, he feels 
the ^ow of that generous enthusiasm which 
draws him after his heavenly chieftain, and 
bears him with winged lightness along tiiat 
x^ett, whose <dose presents to him the ^eo- 
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tacle pf his Lprd's t^umph upon thp cross; 
his eyes being steadily fixed upon " Je^usiit t^ 
author and finisher of his faith^ who, haying 
endured the cross an4 despised the shame, 
sit^et^ on the right hfmd of God the Fattier/' 
upon the throne of his glory. 

What a blessed thing it is. My Brethren, 
tp be a Chri^ti^p ! What a sublime vocatipn, 
to be a disciple of Jpsus Christ, and of Jesus 
Christ crucified ! What a subject of exulta- 
tion is THE CROSS, — that cross of grac^ and 
of salvation, in which we contemplate our 
own greatness, pur lofty privileges, and the 
triumph of the Son of God ! Wh^^t titles of 
dimity and honour are offered us^ in this in- 
calculable sacrifice, ii^ tbe^ in^mprtal hope^ 
which invite us, in tl»is triumphant liprd of 
whom we are t)ie dear disciples ! Where shoiU 
we find a subject of glpry comparable to that 
i^hich the pross sets before us? How dp^ 
all which this earth can offier, fade away bfeT 
hte Him, who filled ^t. Paul with raptures 
so natural anfl sp noble 1 and what a contempT 
tible subject of triumph ought the possession 
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of the world to appear, if compared with the 
privileges of the Christian ! 

Nevertheless, however just may be this re- 
flection, however evident may be this truth — 
that every motive to glory becomes as nothing 
before Him, whom we this day contemplate — 
do we. My Brethren, make of it the first Ox 
those distinctions which invest us with dignity 
in our own eyes ? 

Do you place your glory — do you search 
for it — in that cross, which alone consti- 
tuted that of the Apostle? Alas! such is 
the blindness, such the ingratitude, such the 
slavish backwardness of man, that of this sacri- 
fice, which constitutes his sole dignity, his 
exclusive hope, and which sets before him the 
triumph of his Saviour, he disregards, he aban- 
dons, he forgets the prerogatives; and lives 
without so much as remembering the glory 
in which it arrays him. 

Where then, I ask you, where are those 
faithful disciples, the moving principle of 
whose lives is the reproach of Jesus Christ 
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— the glory of our nature?— The cross un- 
folds to us our greatness : — ^but do you glory 
in that greatness — you who appear to be at 
pains only to degrade your being, by giving 
yourselves up to unworthy and criminal affec- 
tions, to unsatisfying pleasures, to brutalizing 
excesses, to the degrading effect of intemper- 
ance, of avarice, to that multitude of idle or of 
guilty passions, that fill your souls with pollu- 
tion? The cross unfolds to us eternity, our 
grand privilege : — but, do you glory in these 
eternal hopes — you who regard only the good 
things of this world, who aspire after only visi- 
ble and passing objects — you, whose desires all 
tend to the creature, who incessantly strive to 
extract from unsubstantial things a happiness 
which they are incapable of yielding ? Lastly, 
the cross holds up to us the triumph of 
our Lord : — ^but, do you glory in this triumph 
— you, who, far from associating yourselves 
with the principle in which it originates, by 
following the divine models which . Christ 
holds out to us, are always ready to oppress 
the feeble with the weight of your pride, and 
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syre uAahb to .t6ki^i$» 9»y t^ii^g that wounds 
ittrrryou^ who, fw frqna ^^ CTmfyiag ihe fleshy 
with tb^ lufiftq thereof/' abandQii yourselves 
to w§h vile i»oliniiti<>n^ ai^i search out whatr 
evef may pamper them^yoo, who cannot for- 
give Y^ar bretbreo the «^ost trivial off^aces^ 
a»i who prefer feeding aa animoBity fer years, 
to fiOosentiDg to the least step towards recon^ 
cilktioftl-TT-you, whQ, fw from heiHg (disposed 
t» iQ^kfi those fraternal sacrifiaes which cha- 
rity dictates, shot your^^yes up in yqur self- 
suffipieney^ live for ycHirselves ^ne; and 
wovlfl make of your owq p^soas yaur uair 
Tei^e^ ht4 you no i^eed of others to promote 
y/o«r ^fisb ^ase, aud as the slaves of your 
ii^ere^jts aud your pleasures ?t-t.-You, in a word, 
who, wheu your trials cou^e, abandquing your- 
jielvee to a cowardly despair, cannot retrain 
yfmr murmurs-^whp, fe? from extracting from 
yjow afflif^tipns lessons of mortifiqation^ of jbu- 
mility, of repentance, derive from them only 
feelings of irritation, of rebellion, and of impa^ 
tien^ ? Aljis i A\b» I We glory in our wealth, 
m oiir birth, ip the rank we £11, in the oc- 
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casional brilliancy of our imperfect virtues; 
we glory in our talents^ our successes^ in our 
endowments of intellect and knowledge: — 
What shall I say more? — in still more fri- 
volous advantages, — in personal elegance, in 
the showy attractions of beauty ; gifts as vain 
as they are seductive. We even glory in our 
vices, in our disorderly lives, in our crimi- 
nal successes, in the cunning dexterity by 
which we obtain advancement. It seems as 
if our perverse vanity sought out, among 
things the most calculated to humble us, 
sources of pride, and subjects of exultation. 
But THY CROSS, O my Saviour! thy cross, 
in which alone our merit consists, from which 
done our immense privileges proceed, — thy 
CROSS, our only legitimate title to self-respect, 
on which we ought to rest our true glory, — we 
forget the prerogatives it confers upon us, and 
almost live as if it were no concern of ours ! 
Nay, liiere are even found some impious 
enou^ to despise it, to be ashamed of thy 
reproach, to turn it, in their moments of hide- 
ous franticness, into a subject of mockery. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



236 

These, then, are the returns we make to the 
immeasureable love of our Saviour ! This,, 
then, is the use we make of those exalted pri- 
vileges which, by his sufferings and his blood, 
he hath obtained for us I Thus is '* the cross^ 
of Christ of none effect;" we ^Vcrucify him 
afresh;" in the words of the Apostle, by our 
vices and disordered passions, we '* count the 
blood of the Covenant, wherewith we are 
sanctified, an unholy thing !" 

Ungrateful and degraded men ! tremble, lest 
ye draw down upon yourselves those divine 
judgments, which the Spirit of God denounces 
against the enemies of the cro3s of Christ! 
Tremble, lest that cross of Christ, which 
should have been your glory, one day become 
the cause of your everlasting infamy! Yes, 
this adorable Redeemer will one day return; 
he will appear ** in the clouds of heaven ;" 
surrounded by his Father's glory, bearing aloft 
his sign, he will appear ** to judge the quick 
and the dead." Then will he say to the sinner^ 
trembling in his majestic presence : '* Behold my 
caoss, by which thou mightest have been saved: 
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I had given it to thee, in order that it might 
enable thee to overthrow thine enemies, and 
might lead thee on to glory: by that cross it 
is that I will judge thee. Thou shouldest have 
perceived in it the dignity of thy nature ; and 
thou hast seen there only my ignominy ; and 
hast sought thy greatness in the yain advam- 
tages of the world, or in the indulgence of thy 
guilty passions : thou shouldest have rested 
thy hope thereon ; and thy expectations and 
desires have Jiad no other aim than the vanities 
of life : thou shouldest have found there an ex- 
ample ; and thou hast lived as if in ignorance of 
it, or else, through thy pride, thy corruption, thy 
enmities, thy complaints, thou hast continually 
revolted against its lessons. Since, therefore, 
thou wouldest not that it should be thy salva- 
tion, be it then at this final day thy condem- 
nation everlasting. Go, then, ungrateful and 
rebellious soul! — Go, enemy of the cross! I 
cast thee off— I reject thee ! By despising the 
title of glory which I hold out to thee, thou 
hast denied me before men : I now deny thee 
befpre my Father ; and I cast thee forth iwr 
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ever/ to take thy lot with those lost bemgs 
whom I know not." 

Let us. My Brethren, — let us save ourselves 
from this awful sentence, this dread decree, 
which for ever cuts us off from our Saviour and 
our Grod. To that end, let us fix our thoughts 
steadily upon the cross of Jesus Christ^ 
Let us recognize in it our greatness, our prrvi*- 
leges, the triumphs of our Lord. May the con- 
templation of Uiat sd3cred object so elevate our 
souls, that t^y may place all their glory in 
tiiose divine prerogatives of the Chrisitian ; and 
may we, after having, during our entire lives, 
gloried in the Saviour's cross, be enabled, when 
he shall come to exercise his awful ju(^ments, 
to say: "Lord Jesus, my Saviour and my 
£rod, that didst die upon the cross ! thy cross 
alone hath ever been my refuge, and is the 
continual subject of my glory. When over* 
whelmed by a sensed my unworthiness, it was 
that which raised my desponding mind; when, 
looiking upon my disobedieaeice and wretched- 
ness, I despaired of salvation, it was that which * 
tecail^d hope into my saddened heart; when I 
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wandered in the ways of vice, it was that which 
brought me back, by means of thy great ex- 
ample, in the way of holiness. I cast myself 
therefore at thy feet, waiting for the fulfilment 
of thy divine promises: Oh, may I, in spite 
of my deep corruption, have obtained pardon 
through the merits of that blood which flows 
from thy wounds! May I, through that cross 
which is our salvation, be admitted into those 
blessed abodes, where tlh>u wilt mdce us be- 
holders of thine eternal triumph, and sharers in 
thy glory !" Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 

ON THE CONDITIONS OF JUSTIFICATION: 
EASTER SERMON. 

A. Tkouron, 
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SERMON IX. 



Romans viii. 1. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit 



THESE, My Brethren, are the days of love 
and of salvation : this is the time at which 
the Universal Father prepares his table, and 
invites to it all his children ; it is at this time 
that he addresses to us those words of con- 
solation: *' Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest/* 
— " Come unto me, ye who are forsaken by 
the world, ye wearied and worn with the trials 

R 2 
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of life. Come unto me, and I will give you 
the promise of a better country, and will show 
you ' new heavens and a new earth.' Come 
unto me, ye who are tormented by the remem- 
brance of some sin, which, though concealed 
from the knowledge of men, embitters all your 
existence :— ^come to me, and, by making you 
objects of my pardoning mercy, I will expel 
the worm of remorse from your bosoms, and 
will impose silence upon the voice that there 
accuses you. Come unto me, ye who desire to 
live a life of greater purity, more conformable 
to the precepts of my law ; but who are dis- 
heartened by a sense of your weakness, and by 
a recollection of so many good resolutions 
which no amendment has succeeded: — come 
to me, and I will supply you with strength 
and firmness, and will uphold you in the way 
of righteousness." 

But does Christ confer upon us this inappre- 
ciable advantage which he offers, whilst we, 
on our part, do nothing towards rendering our- 
selves worthy of it ? Is salvation a thing of so 
little value, that it is to be obtained with- 
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out eflTort and without self-denial ? Does the 
Creator so often invite his creatures, without 
their deigning to make the least correspondent 
return? No, My Brethren, you have heard 
otherwise in the text which I have now read 
to you. Two conditions are required- in 
order to salvation, viz : Faith, and Newness 
of Life : — '* There is now no condemnation 

TO THEM WHICH ARE IN ChRIST JeSUS, WHO 
WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 
SPIRIT." 

Upon these cheering words let us meditate, 
with all the profound attention which they 
demand : let us question our consciences ; let 
us scrutinize our hearts ; let us examine every 
action of our lives; let. us prove whether we 
are worthy to draw nigh to the holy table, 
and, in the awful symbols of the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ, to receive the sacred 
pledge of our immortality and of our resurrec- 
tion. — O God! inspire me with such language 
as may persuade those who now hear me; 
that so we may all derive from this act of 
devotion a livelier faith, and a will more ear- 
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nestly disposed to please tbee^ and to seek 
thy fiivour and thy love ! 

There are, My Brethren, two considerations 
upon which we are entitled to hope for the par- 
don of our sins : to believe in Jesus Christ, 
(for the expressions, to. " believe in Christ," 
to " be in Christ," to be " of Christ," signify 
the same thing, ajid are employed by the 
sacred writers indifferently one for the other;) 
and, in consequence of that belief, to obtain 

THE VICTORY OVER OUR PASSIONS and TO BiE 
obedient to the HOLY precepts OF THE Gos- 

PEL ; which are operations of the Spirit of God. 
To examine ourselves. My Brethren, respect- 
ing the first of these conditions — ^What is it to 
believe in Jesus Christ ? It is to believe all that 
the Gospel reveals to us respecting this Divine 
Person.— It is to believe jthat He has fulfilled all 
those oracles, by which the Prophets foretold 
the Messiah. — It is to believe, that, during his 
abode upon earth, He presented a perfect model 
of all virtue ; and that there was in him not the 
least semblance of sin. — ^It is to believe, that 
He submitted to a voluntary 4eath^ in order to 
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procure the expiation of our sins^ aiid to sa- 
tisfy the divine justice. — It is to believe, that* 
three days after being placed in the tomb. He 
rose again gloriously from the dead. — It i$ to 
believe that He ascended up into heaven^ after 
havi];ig remained forty days upon the earthy 
for the purpose of giving his final instructions 
to his disciples. — ^It is to believe, that, ten 
days after his ascension, He sent down Im 
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, from whose 
inspiration all that they have left for our 
instruction proceeded.— It is to believe, that 
He is our King, our Saviour, our High Priest, 
our Redeemer ; and that at the iast day He 
will be our Judge. — ^It is to believe, that He 
is the " beloved Son '' of the Father, ^* in 
whom He is well pleased;" that ^^ neither is 
there salvation in any other; ^fbr there is 
none other name given under heaven among 
men whereby we must be saved/'— -It i$ to 
believe, that He hath become, through the 
divine appointment, our wisdom, our righte- 
ousness, our sanctification^ our re^mption;-^ 
that " all the treasqre^ of wisdom and of k&ow- 
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ledge'' which before were " hid/' are now 
found united together in Him. 

And here. My Brethren, observe well, that we 
make use of such expressions only as are taken 
from holy writ. We have no disposition to force 
upon your belief the dictates of men, the opi- 
nions of men, the systems of men. What need 
is there that man should speak, upon points re- 
specting which the Spirit of God hath spoken ? 
What need is there for man to offer expla- 
nations^ respecting points upon which it hath 
pleased the Spirit of God to giye no explana- 
tion? What need has man to form conjec- 
tures, where the Spirit of God has chosen to 
leave us. in uncertainty and ignorance? To 
believe in Jesus' Christ, is to adopt,' accord- 
ing to the precept given us by our blessed 
Saviour, the humbleness and simplicity of a 
child; and in that disposition to read his Holy 
Word. There if we find mysteries, he asks 
not of lis to search them out: If there are 
difficulties, he does not burden us with their 
solution : If there are some apparent contra- 
dicti«ns — and they are only apparent — ^he will 
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reconcile them at the last day. To us it 
matters little: we shall be, notwithstanding, 
disciples of Jesus Christ ; we shall have, not- 
withstanding, fulfilled the first condition which 
he requires of us ; if we receive with a full 
and entire faith all that we find in the Holy 
Scriptures, without the retrenchment of a 
single word, — a single syllable, — a single 
letter. 

Now, My Brethren, I ask, have we that full 
and entire belief in Jesus Christ, and in the 
writings of his Apostles? — Alas! when, swollen 
by tempests, the torrents rush with fury from the 
hills, and sweep away from the plains below 
their fertile harvests; — ^when some appalling 
conflagration destroys, in a few hours, those 
dwellings and monuments which men had 
reared at the cost of so much time and la- 
bour; — long after the waters have subsided, — 
long after the flames have become extinct, — 
you may perceive the desolate traces which 
those devouring scourges have left behind: 
And thus^ not in vain has Infidelity of late 
walked arrogantly forth. She has poured forth. 
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« 

ther than blamed, should we fail in our object ; 
more especially, if, conscious of the extent 
of our misfortune, we have abstained from 
every thing, whether in conduct or in dis- 
course, which might have had the effect of 
poisoning other men's minds with our doubts 
and uncertainties : I will even add, that, should 
there, by possibility, exist a man so unhap- 
pily circumstanced (which, however, I find it 
hard to conceive,) God would assuredly come 
to his aid; and would finally cause such a 
light to shine into his soul, as would effec- 
tually banish all the obscurity of doubt. But 
when a man, instead of endeavouring to satisfy 
his doubts, has, on the contrary,, suffered him- 
self to peruse such works, and to lend an ear 
to the utterance of such principles and such 
pleasantries, as tend naturally to suggest or 
to strengthen them; when, in short, he has 
omitted every precaution that might have se- 
cured his heart and mind from this baleful 
contagion; — in such a case he is not to be 
pitied merely, but severely blamed, and most 
justly condemned. You, then, who have not 
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that firm belief in the Son of God which might 
be expected of you, — are you desirous to 
escape out of this state of condemnation ? For 
the attainment of that end, three nearly infal- 
lible methods are offered to you. Of these 
the first is, to peruse some of thpse excel- 
lent productions, wherein men of competent 
learning have set forth the arguments and 
evidences, to which they have been indebted 
for the confirmation and fixedness of their own 
faith. Why should such reasons as have car- 
ried conviction into the minds of men of the 
best information, and the least disposed to 
take up with a too easy belief,* fail to pro- 
duce the same efiect upon you ? As the sun, 
at his rising, disperses in an instant the heavy 
vapours that shrouded the world, so will the 
perusal of these writings disperse every doubt 
from your minds, and convince you of their 
weakness and absurdity, and of the folly of 
those arguments, sophisms, and sarcasms, upon 
which your incredulity was grounded. 

But it may be that you have not the lei- 
sure nor the knowledge necessary for devoting 
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yourselves to this reading, or for pursuing 
these studies. Question and consult, then, 
those who have advantages in this respect 
denied to you. There is, thank God I among 
us no want of enlightened individuals, whose 
replies wotuld tend to the confirmatibn of your 
faith ; if you deem the testimony of your pas- 
tors unsatisfactory, because you cobceive the 
language they hold to you upon the subject, 
to be such as is dictated by their office. And, 
even allowing the truth of what I by no means 
admit — that the arguments of unbelievers are 
not without some force and foundation, — al- 
lowing that they could assign as many motives 
for rejecting the religion of our Saviour, as his 
disciples can adduce for receiving it,-r-therc 
is yet one consideration, which, when its in(i- 
portance is fairly estimated, will at once de- 
cide your preference. It is this: that he who 
embraces the faith of Jesus Christ, whether 
he be right or wrong, at the same time that 
he sides with principles, which, even in this 
life, contribute rather to augment, than to 
diminish his happiness, secures himself also 
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from all danger as to the next ; whereaife, he 
who rejects Christianity, hazards the salvatidn 
of his soul, without adding any thing to his 
teriaporal happitidss, if Christ be iiideed, as 
we cannot doubt, the Son of God and the only 
Saviour of mankind. 

If, however, the conversation of learned and 
religious persons, and the study of their 
writings, has the effect of confirming our faith, 
that happy effect will, yet more decidedly, fol- 
low the reading of the Holy Scriptures. Every 
portion of this sacred Book is so impresised 
with the seal of the Spirit of God; it com- 
mands such virtues ; it inspires feelings before 
so foreign to the human heart, and at the same 
time so entirely in unison with the nature and 
happiness of mankind; that it is not possi- 
ble to entertain a doubt of its divine origin. 
When the perusal of the Gospel is regularly 
persisted in, and no day is suffered to pass 
without the performance of this sacred duty, 
the beautiful, the affecting, the divine lessons 
of our Saviour, like a gentle rain which insi- 
i nuates itself into and fertilizes the earth, sink 
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deep within the hearty and communicate life 
and growth to the precious seeds of faith. 

Lastly, My Brethren, shall 1 recommend 
another mode by which you may acquire the 
inestimable benefit of faith ? — Apply to the 
fountain of grace, the " Author of, every good 
and perfect gift," — to Him who *'giveth wisdom 
to all men liberally" that ask of him. Lay before 
Him, with sincerity, the sorrows that distress 
your heart, and the darkness that overshadows 
your mind ; and he will disperse them by the 
beams of his everlasting light. He will give 
you that faith in his blessed Son, which maketh 
us to " pass from death unto life," from dark- 
ness to the pure light of the Gospel, — a 
faith which not only implies the being per- 
suaded and convinced, but which will besides 
render you superior to the snares of the world, 
and secure you the victory over the evil dis- 
positions of your own nature. Fo^ this. My 
Brethren, is the result of a genuine faith; as 
it is also the second condition pointed out by 
St. Paul, upon which we may obtain .salva- 
tion : — *' There is now no condemnation to 
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THEM WHICH ARE IN ChRIST JeSUS, W'HO WAtlfe 
NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT-" 

II. The sense of this passage is obvious f 
There is now no condemnation to those who, 
taking the Gospel, the work of God's Spirit, 
for the rule of their principles and of their, 
conduct, are enabled, by that almighty help, 
to obtain. an effectual mastery over their pas- 
sions, and their will : but it is not so easy to 
ascertain whether we possess this necessary 
condition of salvation. For, on the one hand, 
we know but too well that we have many 
times disobeyed the laws of the Gospel, and 
that hardly a day passes without some addition 
to those instances of disobedience ; whilst, on 
the other hand, there are some of us who feel 
a sincere desire to master their evil inclina- 
tions, and whose endeavours to *' walk no 
more after the flesh," but *' after the spirit,'* 
are ntrt devoid of sincerity. 

We shall lay before you such reflections as 
may be the means of relieving you from this 
state of uncertainty, and of enabling you to 
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give an answer to this important question: 
Do we possess this indispensable condition? 

Do we *^ WALK NO MORE AFTER THE FLESH ?" 

Do we "walk after the spirit ?" 

1. Let ns^ in the first place, examine our^ 
selves respecting the principles of our virtuous 
actions. 

In point of fact, there is not a person, with 
a very few excepticms, who might not boast 
of possessing some of Uie virtues prescribed in 
the Gospel. Our religion is so consistent with 
all that reason, when unbiassed by the pas- 
sions^ teaches us, that a judicious and prudent 
man is able, merely by the hdp of prudence 
and judgment, to follow the same line of con- 
duct upon many dccasidns with the disciple of 
Jesus Christ; without having any claim to the 
Christian character of ^' walking not after the 
flesh, but after the spirit." 

If, therefore, you are desirous of putting an 
end to all uncertainty oh this head, examine whe- 
ther, in the practice of your virtues, you confine 
yourselves to those which are usually followed 
by some worldly recompence; or whether. 
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neglecting such advantages, you do good fot 
its own sake, because you have learned from 
the Gospel to love it, and to hate its oppo- 
site, evil. With regard to Moral Purity, for 
example : You, my dear Brother, you afe holy 
— ^you are wise and regular in conduct, and 
of morals the most irreproachable. But, are 
you so, because you view with horror every 
pollution of that body, which is called "the 
Temple of the Holy Ghost" ? — because the same 
sentiment animates you, which caused Joseph 
to exclaim : " How shall I do this great evil, 
and sin against God ?" If so, then are you a 
genuine disciple of Christ : you " walk not 
rfter the flesh, but after the spirit." But, on 
the other hand, is a dread of the pains, the 
miseries, and the shames, which are the por- 
tion of those who give themselves up^to a 
life of sensuality, the principle by which you 
are actuated ? Or is it a well-balanced na- 
ture, joined fto a timidity of character, to 
which you owe your preservation from those 
sins, which have been the opprobrium of men 
of more imaginative an/d morei ardent dispo- 
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sitions ?— Then you are no longer Christ's 
genuine disciple : you walk not " after the 
spirit," but " after the flesh." 

Again, with regard to Charity. — ^You are 
what the world calls charitable : you give libe- 
rally to the poor; you cannot look without 
emotion upon the miserable and the afflicted. 
—Is it because you see in your fellow-crea- 
tures your brethren, the children of God, 
and the redeemed of Jesus Christ ? Is it from 
a consciousness that it is Jesus Christ who 
is **an hungered," to whom you "give meat;" 
— that it is Christ who is ** thirsty," to whom 
you " give to drink ;" — that it is Christ who is 
*' naked," whom "ye clothe" ? Is your cha- 
rity beyond the reach of those causes of dis- 
gust, which we never fail to encounter in the 
exercise of beneficence?— Then are you indeed 
a true disciple of Jesus Christ : you " walk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit." But, 
do you not, on the contrary, follow the sug- 
gestions and impulses of a disposition rather 
prodigal and improvident than truly generous? 
Do you delight to indulge yourselves in the 
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luxury of those praises which your charity 
elicits? Do you take offence, the moment 
you discover, in the objects of your genero- 
sity, the absence of those sentiments of de- 
voted gratitude, which you think you have 
a right to expect in them? If, in short, you 
rest your charity upon any human principle, 
you are not a true disciple of Jesus : you "walk 
after the flesh," and not ** after the spirit." 

Lastly, extend this same mode of self-ex- 
amination to the virtue of Humility. — You are 
humble. My Brother — you are known for your 
mildness and modesty, for patience, for selfr 
control, and a discreet backwardness in word 
and deed. — Is it because our Saviour hath 
said: "Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God " ? Is your 
humility of that sort, which constitutes the 
ground-work and essence of the Christian chB,- 
racter? Are you humble, because you know 
that ** whosoever is least on earth, the same 
shall be greatest in the kingdom of heayen "? 
— You are a true disciple of Jesus Christ: 
you " Walk not after the: flesh, but after the 
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ispirit" But, on the contrary, is it the lessons 
of merely human wisdom, which have taught 
you, that, in order to go on prosperously in 
life, in order to secure the affections and ap- 
plause of the world, it is necessary to injure 
no one, to give umbrage to no one, to study 
the caprices of all with whom we find our- 
selves in any way connected ; — that the most 
certain method of securing influence over 
olfaei's, is to seem, in all cases, ready to give 
way to them ; — that, to gain proselytes to one's 
own opinions, and one's own sentiments, it is 
only necessary to affect the adoption of other 
men's opinions, and seemingly to coincide 
with other men's s^timents? You are no 
tiru6 disciple of Jesus Christ: you '* walk after 
the flesh,'' and not '* after the spirit." — ^Alas, 
how ofteta does a ^ecious exterior conceal 
deformity within 1 How many ** whited sepul^ 
chres" do we meet with> in which tb^:^ is 
only dust 'and the ranknesis of corruption ; be- 
cause Christ is not there to impart the '< odour 
of life!" How maiay springs, whoi^ ws^ers 
appear p^tic^, while they a^e udndisturbed. 
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but which grow muddy with motion, because, ait 
bottom, they are full of earth and foulness. 

2, We ought, secondly, to examine ourr 
selves respecting the passions which possei^ 
the greatest influence over us; in order to 
ascertain how far our vigilance and our efforts 
have been turned against them. If it may 
with truth be said, that there is scarcely aji 
individual who possesses not some one virtue ; 
still more truly may we assert, that there is 
not one but is prone to some vice, not one bi|t 
is the slave of some passion. 

If, therefore^ you would ascertain whether 
you '* walk no more after the flesh, but after 
the spirit," your self-examination must be very 
different from that of the majority of mankind ; 
who dwell with delighted complacency upon 
their better qualities^ and love to contemplate 
their virtues ; but derive from that examina^ 
tion only fresh motives for giving themselves 
up freely and without restraint to their beset: 
ting propensity. Else would you resemble 
Uie Pharisee of whpm it is said, that lie 
thanked God that he was not an ^' es^tortioner^ 
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unjust, an, adulterer ;" while he overlooked 
that pride — that shocking pride — ^with which 
his whole soul was imbued, and which was 
alone sufficient to justify his condemnation. 
You ought rather to say: It is possible, I 
may not be devoid of some of those qualities 
which mankind esteem ; — that, for example, 
I conscientiously discharge the duties of my 
calling, and of the station which I occupy 
in the world ^ that I may be a good father, a 
good husband, a good master, a good citizen : 
but it is certain, at the same time, that there 
lurks within my soul such a secret jealpusy 
and envy, as leads me at every instant into 
the sin of slander and detraction. This is the 
side on which I fail ; it is to this point that 
I ought to direct my most vigilant efforts; 
and so long as I forbear to call myself to a 
just account-^so long as I am willing to give 
to slander a milder name than that of an un^ 
pardonable vice — I shall be walking '' after 
the flesh," and not '^ after the spirit." 

It is possible, you ought to say, that. I am 
uot wholly devoid of those : qualities which 
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attract the love of my associates,— such as 
goodriiature, liberality, an obliging disposition, 
disinterested friendship : Yet, O my soul, thou 
art not exempt from the dark stains of some 
hateful vice f Yet, O my heart, an unhal- 
lowed flame consumes thee! There is the 
enemy with whom it is my business to con- 
tend, — there lies the way which leads to my 
inevitable destruction, — there is the point to 
which I ought to direct every effort! And 
so long as this forbidden passion remains 
unsubdued, I walk, alas, " not after the spirit, 
but after the flesh." 

It is possible, you ought to say, that I have 
what the world calls a generous and exalted 
mind. True : whatever is grand and noble 
attracts my admiration : I abhor all that bears 
the character of meanness and of falsehobd. 
But pride — pride enslaves me ! I cannot live 
without being praised and admired. I never 
pardon an injury; and with regard to those 
who rank as my superiors in the world, so far 
from their ever obtaining any sincere proofs 
of my respect and veneration, I look upon 
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them with haughtiness and disdain. This w 
t\^e passion which will undo me, as it has 
already so many besides : — ^it is against this 
that ) ought to direct my most vigilant en- 
deayours; and so long as I continue the slave 
of pride, I shall always ** walk after the flesh,'^ 
smd not ** after the spirit.** 

In fact. My Brethren, — and this is a ques- 
tion which deserves your attention — how can 
we convert those qualities which we may fairly 
regard as merely the result of our particular 
tfemperament, or of our education, or of the 
circumstances by which we have been casually 
surrounded, into a title to the rewards of Hea- 
ven ? They are benefits which the Almighty 
has bestowed upon us for our happiness, — 
talents which he has entrusted to us, and for 
th^ use of which he will call us to a strict 
account: but the efforts we make use of, in 
order to shake off the yoke of the passion 
which disturbs snd enslaves us, because we 
are convinced that sin is the object of the 
Almighty's horror, and that it is sin whidi 
** qrucified the Lord of Glory/' and which 
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daily hurls its thousands into perdition ; — these 
constitute virtue — these are the sure evidences 
that we ''walk no more after the flesh, but 
after the spirit." 

Lastly: the most effectual mode of ascer- 
taining whether we comply with the condition^ 
of salvation^ is to examine the thoughts which 
occupy, and the sentiments which animate us, 
upon occasions such as this ; when we are 
assembled for the purpose of celebrating the 
triumph which our Lord has achieved over sia 
and death. 

Alas, My Brethren, the man who ''tvalks 

AFTER THE FLESH, AND NOT AFTEJl THE SPIRIT,"' 

perceives in this Hallowed Rite nothing but 
what strikes the sense. Pe eats the breaf},— r 
he drinks the wine, — he sees a njan who spe?iks, 
and others who listen to him,— cpldly ^pcj 
unmoved, unless by curiosity to know in what 
manner he who officiates acquits himself of hig 
task. He is conscious of nothing which strifcfii^f 
him — nothing which calls up any emotion i^ 
his soul. Having come to this Holy Table, 
without preparation, he leaves it withoiut 
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effect; and, once withdrawn from it, he re- 
members it no more. Perhaps, alas ! this day- 
is for him but a day of vanity— an occasion 
of dissipation and indulgence ! 

The natural man cannot comprehend the 
things which belong to the Spirit of God : to 
him they appear "foolishness," because they 
can only be judged of spiritually: but the true 
believer, who *' walketh not after the fleshy 
but after the spirit," — O how different a spec- 
tacle does his heart present to God, who con- 
templates it, and to the Angels of God who 
" have a delight therein !" Having prepared 
himself, — by the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures — by acts of charity — by the forgiveness 
of injuries — by meditation and by prayer, — for 
sharing in this sacred feast to which Christ in- 
vites his disciples, no sooner does he enter the 
temple — no sooner behold the awful symbols 
of his Saviour's body and blood — than a mul- 
titude of thoughts and feelings rush mingled 
through his soul: — He calls to mind the 
sufferings that Christ has endured for the 
salvation of human kind ; — His obscure Lot : 
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He was bom in a stable, and cradled in a 
manger; — the Poverty in which he lived, so 
touchingly told in his own melancholy lan- 
guage — '* the foxes have holes, and the fowls 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head;" — the Persecu- 
tions to which he was exposed : an object of 
hatred to all the powerful and the great of his 
nation. He found nqt an asylum, even in pri- 
vate friendship ; but, betrayed by one disci- 
ple, and denied by another, in the hour of trial 
and of danger He was deserted by them all ; 
— the Agonies that assailed Him in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane : From his body there fell 
"as it were great drops of blood" — his soul 
was overwhelmed — expressions of complaint 
burst from his sad lips — He implores the 
Father, that, ** if it were possible, that cup 
might pass from Him ;" — the Scene of Horror 
which closed his life: His hands and feet 
pierced with nails — Jiis temples crowned with 
thorns — his side lacerated by the murderous 
spear!— It is for me, he repeats to himself, 
it is for mcy that Christ suffered all this 
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woe! And if there be any thing that can 
yet more deeply affect him, — if g^ny thing can 
augment his flowing tears, — they gush afresh 
at witnessing, in imagination, that spectacle 
of grief, never to be forgotten, when the Scm 
of God's love, just before his latest sigh is 
breathed, gives final utterance to his sorrows^ 
in that piercing cry, which, sent through the 
land of Israel, represents so well his human 
nature contending with the grasp of death: 
" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
mel" 

Faith, however, by representing to the 
Christian his Lord's sufferings and death, not 
only gives rise to those thoughts and senti- 
ments which are the most becoming in the com- 
municant, but she likewise inspires him with 
the sublimest hopes : she tells him, that since 
Jesus Christ is risen again from the dead, he 
kho shall be raised again ; that since Jesus 
Christ is glorified, he shall be glorified also; 
that since Jesus Christ hath ^^ sat down at 
the right hand of God," he also, having been 
victorious over the world, shall be permitted to 
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sit at Christ's right hand :— She tells him, Ihat, 
having npcni him the mark of that spotless 
** Lamb of God which taketh away the sins 
of the worid," he has nothing to dread from 
tte sword of the destroying Angel; that 
^^ Death" is for ever deprived of his *' stnag^** 
and the *' Grave " of its ^* victory ;** that, 
after a period of quiet sleep, during which he 
will be refreshed from the toils and the tra- 
vail of earth, he shall awake at the dawn c^ 
an everlasting day ; and shall behold, with 
transports unutterable, **new Heavens and a 
new Earth ;" where his Lord shall xeign over 
the '*just made perfect," and every bless- 
ing shall come to embellish an abode, com- 
pared with which, all the splendours and the 
glory and the magnificence of this world, are 
but as the melancholy glooms of a dungeon \ 

May these sentiments and these hopes accom- 
pany you to the Lord's Table ! May the vow 
of fidelity that you are now going to make to 
Christ your Saviour, be inscribed in the Book 
of Life, upon a page that shall never be blotted 
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put! May you imbibe from the participa- 
tion of this blessed Sacrament such renewed 
strength and help, as will enable you to rise 
victorious over sin, and henceforth to *' walk 

NO MORE ^FT£R THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 

SPIRIT !" Ameo. 
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SERMON X. 

ON BENEFICENCE. 

P. Pkot. 
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SERMON X. 



2 Cor. ix. 9. 

He hadi dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor! 
his righteousness remainedi for ever* 



IT is a very common thing to hear complaints 
made rejecting the inequality of men's 
fortunes and conditions. Such complaints, 
although proceeding, for the most part, from 
the victims of that inequality, are likewise 
occasionally heard from men of feeling among 
the superior classes, whose commiseration had 
been powerfully excited by the sufferings of 
the lower orders. Personal interest in the 
T 2 
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one class, and even the common feelings of 
humanity in the other, are apt to impart to 
these complaints an excess of bitterness and of 
poignancy. It is the inequality of conditions 
in which the necessity of labour originates, 
and upon which subordination chiefly depends; 
this it is, which fosters emulation, excites 
industry, affords scope to talents, gives birth 
to the arts, — which constitutes, in a word, 
the life and spirit of society. At the same 
time it cannot be denied, that if there is 
exaggeration in these complaints, they are not 
always without the appearance of being well 
founded ; — to a certain extent, they are so in 
reality. So many abuses may, and in fact, 
do, cause the inequalities of rank to bear 
grievously upon the poor and the powerless, 
—the advantages of the privileged orders so 
frequently degenerate into oppression aiid con- 
tempt of the rest, — and, in most cases, such 3, 
disproportion appears between toen's means 
and their wants, that it is impossible not to 
be struck with the fact. 
: Doubtless, however, My Brethren, the proT 
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vidence of God has not contrived this uneqiJAl 
xiistributioii of rank, without a sufficient jus- 
tification of himself. It consists in this : Ths^t 
by allowing the distinctions of rich and pQ(Mr 
to exist, the Creator of both has given, occa- 
sion to the exercise of beneficence ; He has 
ordained the spectacle of the indigence of those 
who endure privation, to be a conticmal spur 
.to the liberality of such as are blessed with 
abundance. The more various and extreme 
are the inequalities of fortune, the^ more for- 
cible and impressive is that voice of conscience, 
which commands us to dispose of our super* 
fluities in works^ of charity. 

If, Christians, there be any one virtue re- 
specting the excellency of which there. C9ii 
be no difference of opinion, it i^ that, which 
we are now called upon to recommegad. To 
speak to you of Beneficence, is to describe a 
duty to which you are already in the habit 
of attaching only pleasurable ideas— U is to 
paint to you human nature in its most favour- 
able point of view— i^it is to dignify you in 
your own esteem — ^it is to show you ah image 
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cf ycmrsehres, ia which the Purest featilres 
ofily are hrcmght to light ^ and this, by a deli^ 
neatidii of tbois^ exalted emotions^ which if 
you are not m the habit of experiencing, yon, 
flit least, have it always in your power to expe*- 
^enee. Yon, that have tasted Ae dielights of 
aetite charity, it is to retrace wiOi ytm the 
pteasant paths that you hare trodden, and to 
renew the sfense of their enjoyments ! — Ye, 
whose cempassionate tenderness sloth hu 
rendered nugatory, it is to second the fesce of 
the impulse which urges yon I — ^To you^yedosi^- 
titute, it is to bring consolation I — Religion of 
my Saviour, it is to display thee in all Hxy 
glory I— Church of my country and my home, 
it is to declare thy praises! 

Oh, that, in discoursing upoft this noble 
subject^ we may effisctuaBy foM the duties 
of our miniirtry-*-that, by haj^ily ponring 
fdrth in words, tte thoughts which we fed 
within, we may at tiie siube time tfaeseby opta 
a way for the cunrent of your fa^neficeace! 
Do Thou, O Grod of charity, enaloAe uft to 
resemble ^e ( 
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RIging oitf charity towards tlie pQcap, m^kfi^ 
use here of one of those natural and affecting. 
exprQssiws of commendation^ which w^ our- 
selves SQ frequently utter^ upon h^apng o£ 
a geaerous action <^ upon calling to mnxd 
the life (tf 4t charitable maxk: '' H^ 114 w 

n£SlPi:ftS£n AMUWiX^i H« ».A|1{i^ ajLVEN, T7 ?¥^£^ 

joor: hi» iWGHif*og^NM^ EjfPVWE-iqH nioj^ 
EYEa.-' The woi^ '' »ghil»«iiSftpsfl '' ^ pujt ift 
this place for charity, ojE^e^r^^tp^tl^g^ilj^ 
of scripture language ; and also because it is 
iaiteiMled by thejWw^y, t^wt Qn€^ pitrt of 
&e po99^sms ^ the rich ^t^^ld bf» h^ by^ 
tfaem^ d»^ itt a ]^«(ei»L s«)0e« the^ M«^«ii;d^ of: 
ibeir po<nm bretbi:0Q ; the Qx^uppl^ ^p»fifi Wi 
JiU room of at preeef^t llhe pernHtpencef qi 
cimriiy is ^m poM»$ dwelt. i^p^H^ Bere^ tbeo^ 
at thia iirter^tifig j^t of yiew> let us, lyiy 
Brediren^ stwrvey the QWbject i and w¥le Mre 
esdcaTOur to draw a pei^ec^t I^V^^ of G|uri;^ 
tiw BffiieiceQee,. let U9 i& psM^i^sur ^te^id 
to tihat (&tia)g»isbed a4v9ntage». by ^^vHmh it is. 
here charactfiarized* 
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Of the thaiity of him who '^hatb dispersed" 
his benefits aniong the poor, that whicdi ^'re- 
mameth/' is, 

" 1. The immediate fruits of €harity; or, 
€ble good which it produces in the world : 

2» The EXAMPLE of Charity ; or, the model 
which it proposes to those who witness it: 

3. The RECOMP^KCE of Charity ; or, the 
rewards which it meets with from God and 
man: — Each of which points offers an abun-i 
dant source of meditation. 

I. That which " remaineth " of charity is,. 
I have said, in the first place, the fruits of 
it, or the good which it producei^ in the worlds 
Its tendency is to diminish tbe quantity of 
eVil, to increase the amount of good, — ^in all 
respects, by preventing misery and softening 
affliction, to meliorate the conditicHi of man^ 
kind. Benefits are, I know, sometimes thrown 
away; but experience proves, notwithstand^ 
ing, thai a few benevolent individuals in so- 
ciety suffice to render thousands^ of others 
happy ; and that the consequences of charitj^ 
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oftea sdnrive through generations. To be cdn^ 
viaced of, this. My Brethren, let us consider 
this virtue in the details of some of its opera<> 
ticms.-r-You see, in the first place, the man of 
Beneficence selecting some one of those chil^ 
dren of misfortune, whose evident distress 
it will require. continued exertions to relive* 
He acquaints himself with all the features of 
his cai3e, and by a knowledge of these parti- 
culars, is enabled to apply his aid in the 
most efficient mode; he seconds bm assis-i 
tance by his advice, attends in person to the 
application of his benefits, — in short, makes, 
in a manner, all the sufferer's interests his 
own. Is the. object of his charities young? 
He uses all his means for establishing him 
in the world, and by serving him to benefit 
society. Is he old? He finds him out an 
asylum — ^manages for him his little resources 
—procures him friends, — thus directing his 
generous exertions less to the present than 
to the future. See him next doing good 
upon a wider scale. — He makes himself the 
i^tector and support of a whole &mily. la 
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this *^ bouse of mottrnrng'' every indiTid^al 
m a suKeter* What an undertaking, to afford 
rcdaef to each of these uafortunaiea! Yet^ 
having listened to the detail of their dkersified 
sorrows^ with a patience unwearied by their 
sspetition^ cuid havings as he thinks, diseovecedb 
for each some course of life, in whidb he has 
k ia his pcmrer to injure ^ir adnrancemeat^ 
be sets about the task. FrcFoa strag^ii^ id 
thigt lowdsi depths of poverty, thrf £»id ^tiiem-- 
seb^ev izmed^ by his paternal band, to respee* 
tability auid oomfovt. In imifeatiion of tfast 
QoA whose earthly image he is, *^ not letidoi^ 
them gv^ except he feless^them/' he creat^i 
foir them a new world; and^ HM^iving mem 
life fnim his^ beneficence, they nejoiee toff^tkttt ^ 
al the d«wn of their openifBg prosperity. 

Let us take a yet more striking exaiople. 
— ^We owe to a principle of beneficence, ^ 
Ib^nddtion of charitable institutions and relr- 
gious bouses. But who, My Brethren, tet 
me ask you, is capable of calcuIatiDg the 
amount of good, which mstitutions of tfans 
kind, when judiciously directed, ha^e coat 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



28» 

ferred upon society? By these charitabk 
iostitntioiis^ how many families have been 
sttpported in their decline^ and preserved 
from fain, — how many individuals have beoi 
snatched from untimely death, — how maay 
tears have been prevented, — how many oe<^H 
sions of despair have been avoided ! The hope 
that ia generated in the bosom of indigence 
calk its resourees into activity ; and it is the 
effwt of these institutiims to strengthen the 
fiDortituite of th^ poor, to encourage the efforts 
of industry, and in every way to promote 
individual exertion. By means abo of the 
establishment of reUgious hcmses, how many 
genns of virtue are planted^ — what blessed 
eoMequences may we not h>ok forward to 
from the instflling of that fear of God„ winch 
is the most powerful motive upon the human 
mind, — how many persons are ^ traiined up 
in the way they should go,'' — what a multi- 
tude of crimes are prevented I Blessings im* 
perkbable be upon you, itt the name of yout 
country and of the unfortunate, ye wha are 
the authors of these lasting benefits! The 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



284 

effect of charities such as these, is not confined 
to the immediate objects of them^ — they are 
carried down to their children. There is thus, 
as it were, a spirit of perpetual emulation of 
honest independence, and piety of life,, esta- 
blished between them and their descendants. 
The original benefits, like seed cbmmitted 
to the soil, leare brixind them an abundant 
produce; the harvest of which is in some caises 
gathered in by generation after generation; 
and who can tell to what extent ttey may 
have changed the condition of , the world? 
Among those who now hear me, how many, 
perhaps, are there who owe it to the chan* 
ties of the benevolent, that they are what they 
are,— how many are the families, now pros- 
perous, that we should have seen perishing 
and becoming extinct, had not the hand of 
those that could help been stretched out. for 
their support! The early Christians distri- 
buted largely in charity ; poverty w^is not 
known among them ;, the society flourished ; 
it became the asylum of the virtues ; and, by 
a natural consequence, they enjoyed a degree 
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of happiness which excited the envy of their 
persecutors ; and to such an extent did their 
numbers increase^ that the Emperor Julian, 
astonished at a prosperity which redoubled 
persecutions had no effect in repressing, at 
length discovered the source of it in the mag- 
nitude of their alms ; and recommended to his 
pagan subjects, after their example, the foun- 
dation of hospitds. 

What improvements, indeed, in society, — 
what a favourable change in the condition of 
each of its members, have we not a right to ex- 
pect from the practice of beneficence ? Is there 
a single necessity of body or of mind to whiph 
it is not applicable? Or what bitterness of 
soul is there, which we may not pour into 
its pitying bosom ? — Thou desolate mother, 
that, like Hagar in the wilderness, removest 
far off from thy famishing babe, exclaiming in 
thy grief: "Let me not see my child die!" 
Tesign thyself not to despair: — ^thou thinkest 
thyself deserted ; but thou art not: raise thy 
weeping eyes, and behold at thy side the man 
of Beneficence — that messenger of Heaven and 
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minister of its bounties ! He is come to diy^ 
thy tears— he shall preserve thy boy's life — 
be shall say to thee : '' Fear not, I have heard 
the voice of thy child ;" or, in the words of 
Joseph to his brethren : '^ God did send me 
before you to preserve your lives/' Nor are 
these all the happy effects produced by this 
virtue. Is it not to Benevolence that recouise 
may be most effectually had, to remedy the 
inevkable defects of governments ? Is it not 
Benevoletice that gives a grace and auftho^ 
rity to religion, of which it is the first diity» 
•^that keeps alive liberality of sentiment in 
a nation, mid strengthens the bonds of sodety t 
Is it not the most effectual barrier of luxury, 
the most natural antidote to excessive riches, 
the silken tie which connects together opulence 
and want? Through its means, in the best 
sense of the word, " the rich and the poor 
meet together,*' without the collision of pas- 
sions or of interests, for tihe sole purpose of 
promoting mutual charity. A preservative from 
envy, and the never-feiling cure of pride and 
selfi^ness, it obviates, says a celebrated 
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jMntesmaii, almost every public vice, mote 
e^eciaUy in small states. 

It IB not then without reason. My Brethren, 

timt tihe fruits of charity are said to ** remain.^ 

fle who lia& lived in the practice of it, may 

disappecu* from among mankind — ^not so his 

Jienefits. like Ae vital Uood which bears 

with it life and heabli in its passage to the 

femotest ramifications of the body, the icba- 

rities which he has scatteted abn^^ circulate, 

when he is gone, through the sodal eomtiku- 

4iiMi, 4md convey vitality to its penslung mem- 

hemz every estjoyment of tiiose lie has te- 

ertaMished in prosperity, is afrerii ebligatkm 

due to him; every instant's continuation of their 

iwrell-being is another benefit of his hand* And 

.whilst aU that attracts the world's admiration 

passes with the fleeting faour,-^wfailat glory 

evaporates like a cloud,r<-T^wlul8t pleasure 

"taketh to itself wings,'^ — whilst fortune 

a^paears and disappears in Uie same day, — 

wfa^ the most brilliant intellectual qualilias, 

the lightning of the mind, the glowing gifts 

of ^genius, sparkle for a moment and expire, 
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—whilst life itself, with its idle pageantry, 
vanishes like a dream ; the substantial effects 
of charity ''remain/' and proclaim the praises 
of the Benevolent. Alas ! how many are there 
of the favourites of fortune, who desolate the 
«arth by their destructive passions ; how^ many 
men, in whose hands riches are as an overflow*- 
ing pestilence, that ravages society; whilst, 
in the possession of the avaricious, treasures 
become stagnant waters, which, instead of 
fertilizing the land, poison and infect theirown 
bed. — ^Thanks to the virtue of Benefic^ice, 
we sometimes enjoy the delight of behold- 
ing these same waters flowing like gentle 
currents through the world, rolling serenely 
their prolific waves, fulfilling their destined 
course, covering their borders with abundance; 
and not disappearing from the fields till the 
work of fertilization is complete^ 

II. If such is the utility of Beneficence, its 
EXAMPLE can hardly fail of making an impres- 
sion« We never think of a beneficent man 
without wishing to resemble him. This is a 
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fact, My Brethren, verified by experience. 
Those, at least, who have been its objects, will, 
for the most part, hold the virtue itself in 
esteem, will inspire others with the love of it, 
and will keep their attention steadily fixed 
upon the model offered to the world by their 
benefactor. Describing, with that force and that 
vivacity which are excited in every man by 
his own personal aflSictions, both the distresses 
which they have experienced, and the relief 
afforded them, they will not fail to interest 
their hearers. Nothing is more eloquent than 
thankfulness ; nothing more expansive than a 
personal feeling of gratitude, when joined with 
admiration. In him who proclaims his obli- 
gations, it is rewarded by esteem. Except in 
some few cases of thankless and heartless men, 
there is formed in the bosom of every family 
that have been indebted to Beneficence, in 
every collection of sufferers which it has re- 
lieved, so many schools and seminaries for its 
propagation. 

They, likewise, who have been witnesses to 
acts of charity, take a pleasure in recounting 

u 
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them; more especially if they be unequivocjiljr 
praiseworthy, and of such a sort that the cha<^ 
racter of the benefactor is a secarity for his 
motives. If, therefore, one has occasion to 
speak of any of those uncommon individuals, 
the ornaments of their age, the * * lights * of the 
world," the general Benefactors of the indigent^ 
—of those distinguished, but concealed tmd 
unostentatious givers of alms, whomthe pubHe 
voice consecrates to our esteem, and proposes 
for our imitation, and whose names are aisso- 
ciated in our minds with the idea of goodness, 
— if one has occasion to speak of any of those 
venerable men, to relate an example of thek 
good works, or to bring tbgether any of the 
circumstances of their lives, it is done with so 
much warmth of heiart^ with such a delightftil 
cordiality of enjoyment, with such an entire 
assurance on the part of the speaker, that the 
hearer's heart is with him, the sympathy of 
their common nature is felt so forcibly, that all 
with one Voice exclaim: And let us also^ let 
us, according to our ability, follow the example 
of these men! 
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How, indeed, can we help endeavouring ta. 
imitate them ? Is there any principle -riiore 
congenial with the soul than Charity ? What' 
is there the thought of which mlore stiriS, the* 
hosom, than the being able to say, ^* I have it 
in my power to extricate a wretch from his^ 
afflictions : I have at my disposal the hap^nnesd^ 
of more than one fellow-creature'*? What is- 
there so transporting as the conviction that ybti 
are infiising joy into a' grief- worn' ' spirit ?? 
Surely, My Brethren, surely there is n6t- ano- 
ther delight worthy to be compared with thisV 
To do good is the soul's real existence-*-the 
only existence wholly adapted to its naturfe— the 
only one which leaves it without void, without 
satiety, without longings, without regrets. This 
is the only occupation suited to personis of all 
ages. It is the only pleasure into which the 
ebullient spirit of the young, and t^ei active 
strength of the matjure man, and the lingering 
affections of old age, may plunge alike, without 
fear and without restraint. All human pursuits, 
alas^ end in weariness and insipidity .^ There is 
but their season for the fiery feelings of early 
u 2 
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youth, — there is but theirs for the love of 
glory, — there is but theirs for the aspirings of 
ambition. Habit withers every delight, blunts 
every sensation, extinguishes every glowing 
desire. From this law the sublime pleasure of 
doing good is alone exempt : whilst the ten- 
dency of all the rest is to distract and weary, 
this alone continually satisfies, but never pro- 
duces disorder. Like the eternal fire of the 
goddess whom Rome adored, this holy flame 
ceases not to glow in the minds of the good, 
till quenched by the damps of the tomb. Oh, 
then, my soul, taught by those examples of 
charity which are offered to thy consideration, 
seek no longer beyond thyself, that happiness 
which is nearer to thee than thou thinkest; 
no longer traverse land and sea, every where 
begging for contentment and repose ; strive no 
longer to enlarge, by struggling, the bounds 
of thy existence, that thou mayest lead thy 
vagrant thoughts through scenes of infinite 
variety ; rather circumscribe thyself within 
thyself, and the immediate circle of the afflicted 
that surround thee ; employ thyself in doing 
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good; alleviate the pressure of tkine own 
desires by alleviating their misery ; persevere 
in this course^ and having done good, do so 
yet again. 

With such enthusiasm. My Brethren, does 
the recollection of |he man of Beneficence set 
before us that virtue, in the practice of which 
was his delight. How is it possible not to 
feel the force of an example that has such 
a legitimate hold upon our feelings? A life 
of beneficence, however, imposes, it cannot be 
denied, some privations. It implies such vir- 
tues as are little suited to the generality of 
mankind : — the renunciation of one's self; but 
a great part of the ^vorld love only themselves 
and their pleasures : — the habit of sensibility ; 
but firivolousness is commonly the grave of 
feeling : — sympathy ever wakeful ; but multi- 
tudes of persons grow unfeeling from suffering 
theirs to be deadened : — a familiarity with 
melancholy and disgustful scenes ; but the 
worldly man averts his sight from such spec- 
tacles: — the ntmost patience to hear and to 
examine a thousand humble details; but the 
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tboughtl^s has no leisure for these things, and 
is fretted with them at the very outset : — a 
fletennination nfit tp , yield tp^th^ disgust 
caused by ingratitude, and by those mistakes 
in the distribution of bpnefits,, whi^ cs^nnot be 
altogether ?^voided ; but these gIo^; f>^ cove- 
tousness a?e, pRrh^psi .more generally adopted 
than the argui^e^l^which^prov^ their futility : 
— such ^ applipatipii of ^^perfluity a^ jdiffers 
from the i^sfi^al appUgatjqn of H y but it seldom 
Jiapp^ns, that any portion of thi^jsup^rflui^y 
escapes the greqdy claims of lijxuyyjmd extra- 
yagai^cp :^— a Ijfe of greater activity^ yet ofless 
publicity and par^dpi butyanity is never easy 
jb^t ^ :VM? h^^ pW^ijen are. , pjhjijipt^d , in the 
c^ftwdQd .thqrpu^hfaxep .pf.]ile^^^^ J^f, My 
. Prptjiren,^ Benegpe^c^ ^dqniand^^ sppje degree 
of ^elf-j52^9rificp:r^th^ c^ns^Bc^tion^ f(f a portipn 
. pf p]ajr; .|im^, and inclipatiouj to4b^ public goQ^, 
^tp thepqori and the un^o)«^ ; anji vip^ ar^.ltpp 
Tfealf, t^o^ lijij^le je?^pnab]te, wb4 hay^^^pp .little 
pf ^e tjfue spirit .pf phrigtian^tyj^^^ thu^tp ;d^Yp^ 
9U|selve^ I^,any .thii^g, .hqwj^yer, |C.an . qyfuf- 
jppn^e. tl^ese ^p^^st^cJles, ^ jif ntj^ere ^ be ^.an j , tlm& 
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capable of powerfully inclining us to works 
of charity — it is the example of men such as 
we have been instancing. The sight, the very 
idea of them speaks volumes in favour of the 
poor. In their presence no one can be unfeel- 
ing. Wherever they go they collect converts. 
Blessings spring beneath their steps. All that 
are pf a kindred spirit flock round them. Be- 
neath their standard assemble the chosen 
troops of virtue, the Enemies of wretchedness, 
the Protectors of the weak, the Restorers of 
the fallen. Their household, their sons and 
daughters, learn of them the art of doing good. 
They train them to it, as to a profession or an 
employment; they lay open to them the 
secrets of this science ; inspire them with the 
love of it ; give them a taste of its pleasures ; 
and thus prepare them for one day taking their 
place. Do thou, O God! when it is thy will 
to take them from us, do thou at least main- 
tain this glorious succession ! Transmit, in an 
unbroken line, their virtues, with their patri- 
mony ; that the noble office of beneficence may 
be counted by their c}iildren as among their 
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rights of inheritance ! May they be, from gene- 
ration to generation, the fathers of the poor ! 
If these Abrahams have walked before thee in 
integrity and in uprightness, do thou also make 
a covenant with the Isaacs, their descendants ! 
Grant, O Lord, in the multitude of thy mercies, 
grant to these Solomons the heart of the Davids, 
their fathers ; and accomplish, by pouring forth 
upon them thy benefits, what thou thyself hast 
said of him who succoureth the poor, that "his 
posterity is blessed/' 

III. Nor, Christians, can we believe, that 
the man whose useful life and great example 
survive with so much permanence, is deprived 
of the recompence of earthly prosperity. And, 
first, his charity lives in the memory of men. 
After what has been said, need I occupy your 
time in the proof of this ? However power.- 
ful and appropriate an argument I might de- 
rive here from a reference to historj% I will 
not bring forward its pages for that pur- 
pose: I will not remind you that the first 
bene&ctors of mankind were looked upon as 
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gods — that the first masters chosen by theiii 
were men of Beneficence; I will not recall 
to you, that the sole opinion which has re- 
mained unaltered through all ages, regards 
the esteem exacted by humanity ; I will not 
paint to you Posterity, that impartial judge 
of the deeds of kings, hurling down the monu-^ 
ments of pride, condemning to oblivion all 
who were great for themselves alone, — above 
all, rending away, with one indignant hand, 
the blood-stained laurel, whilst with the other 
she crowns with flowers the godlike images 
of such sovereigns as Titus, as Antoninus, as 
Trajan, as Marcus Aurelius, as Henry. My 
Brethren, all ages have the .same general fea- 
tures. Let us recall our attention to the as- 
pect of society, as it appears in times nearer to 
our own ; and let us ask ourselves : Amongst 
the crowd of those that by various means 
attract the world's regard, who are they on 
whom we love to dwell with fondness and 
esteem? Is it upon those who differ from 
other men in respect only of their talents, 
their immense riches, their exalted rank? 



x' 
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posure he enters into that eternal night, or 
rather sinks to rest upon the bosom of his 
God. Oh, scene which excites emotions 
never to be forgotten ! Approach his bed of 
death, all you who desire to die in peace. 
There shall ye behold with your eyes that 
which brings consolation at the last hour; 
you will learn to appreciate justly the no- 
thingness of life, and the importance of " the 
one thing needful." There what tears are 
shed by the poor, — what blessings follow him 
to the grave, — what prayers for his children, 
— what a lesson on the power of virtue, — 
what a speaking demonstration in behalf of 
the truth I am now proclaiming! Oh, "let 
me die the death of the Righteous, and let my 
last end be like his !" 

All this approbation, however, these earthly 
recompences, are. but the prelude to a higher 
reward. It is before God, and in eternity, 
that charity *' remaineth for ever;" and this 
is the true sense of the promise declared in 
the text. ^Whatever may have been the lot 
of the m^n of Beneficence while on earth. 
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what is our eloquence — ^what our tears — to his 
unconscious dust ? The righteous is but half 
repaid on earth; his recompence is in eternity. 
Thither, My Brethren, into that new con- 
dition, let us follow him; and there seek the 
true reward of his virtues. What a spectacle 
of glory here unfolds before me! It is the 
preparation for the General Judgment. The 
assembled Universe appears before its Judge. 
A profound silence reigns on every side. AH 
mankind, mingled below, wait in trembling 
apprehension their final doom. Above that 
multitude of human beings, the throne of 
Christ alone appears. There is the Just, with 
his good works following him; there also, 
followed by his iniquities, is the Wicked : each 
appearing with his deeds and with his con- 
science. The faithful record of men's actions 
is produced. At the sounding of the trum- 
pet, the seals of this dread Book are broken* 
The Judge, holding in his hands, on the one 
part misery and shame, on the other feli- 
cities and rewards, proceeds to their distri- 
bution. He reads — ^To whom, think you„ 
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My Brethren, will he adjudge the highest 
recompence ? To the great ? All greatness 
shall disappear before the Almighty.— To the 
rich? None shall bring any thing with him 
into this new scene of things.— To £hem who 
shall hate dazzled the world with their glory ? 
Glory will b6 as nothing, when virtue shall 
be all in all. ]^o ! It is to the Beneficent 
that the first and greatest rewards will be- 
long, — to those who shall have wiped away 
the most tears, assisted the greatest number 
of the wtetched, blessed with the most numer- 
ous benefits those who surrounded them in 
life. Heavens ! how many wretches come for- 
ward to plead their cause; how many Lazaruses, 
whoto they have made their friends, advance 
to intercede for them ! How aflFectingly the 
mingled acclamations o^ the poor unite in 
their praise f Methiriks I hear the Supreme 
Being addressing, at ttis awful moment, one 
of these just persons, in language such as 
this : '^'W'ell done, thbu good anti faithful Ser- 
vant! Thou hast fulfilled the task which I 
allotted thee; thou hast loved thy brethren; 
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thou hast not ttirned thy back upoti'ftiy fi^l- 
low-men; thou hast been obedient ti'inine 
own heart; thotl hast kept my ittdkt hbly few/ 
I had given thee fiches, — thou hast been a 
faithful steward: I had nlultiplied thy goo^^, 
— ^thdu hast bfeen just in' thy administt^tioii^ 
Thou hast seconded my Watchful' prdvidence. 
Every time that thod hast b'e^n'a blessing to 
the indigent, I havfe seen thee. I'he Voice of 
his gratitude, no less thail th6 cry of his suji- 
plications, has come up before me ! I knoW 
also thy weaknesses and thy iuiperfectionis ; 
even now the thought of them confounds thfee^ 
in my sight. But fear hot 5 1 am thy Gdi;— 
I forgive thee them: thy Saviotir'^ tears khd 
blood have washed them kway. My he^vefn, 
my' love; eternity, ate thine: go, possess for 
evermore the joys that are laid up for my 
children.'* 

And, assuredly. My Brethren, if 'any thing 
can cbnstitute' a claim to eveWiStihg happi- 
nefeg; it is the *hatirig passed a life in doing' 
good. The confidence of the Charitable rests 
upon the firmest basis. Assuredly, God had 
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not made the love of others the first want of 
the heart — ^he had not given to the sentiment of 
compassion such force, such activity, such a 
charm — ^he had hot surrounded us with so 
many objects of distress — he had not revealed 
to us a religion whose first care is for the poor 
— he had not chosen for the founder of that 
religion, himself bom in a condition of poverty, 
the noblest and most benevolent of beings — ^he 
had not imprinted upon every page, upon every 
line of the august depository of his will, maxims 
like these: "Disperse thy riches — Give alms of 
that thou hast"— "To do good forget not"— he 
had not " shaken the heavens and, the earth," 
in order to confirm these lessons of charity — he 
had not exhausted his divine promises in the 
behalf of this virtue, to leave his work hence- 
forth imperfect after the close of this existence. 
No, Christians ! The life and death of the cha- 
ritable man are but the preparation for a better 
life, but an evidence of immortality. That that 
divine spark which glowed in his mind, those 
generous feelings by which he was actuated, 
that spotless soul which dwelt within him,^ — 
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thai all this should be extinguished with his 
breath; that the active principle of unceasing 
benevolence should descend into the night of 
the tomb^ together with the lifeless clod which 
is the food of worms; that in the same dungeon 
should be immured at once the most noble of 
things with that which is the meanest ; that all 
the hopes of this excellent human being should 
be found but a dream and a chimera ; — this is 
an idea not to be borne, an idea insulting to 
the goodness of that God, who is able to con- 
tinue to infinitude the duration of those spirits 
which are emanations of himself, — who is able 
to make them for ever blessed through the senti- 
ment of love, by uniting them with objects upon 
whom their benevolence may be exercised, — 
who, in order to draw forth the adoring aflFections 
of the Blessed that encircle Him — even of " the 
rapt and burning Seraphim" — hath no need but 
of Himself, needs only to manifest his attributes 
and his works, to draw aside for a moment the 
veil which conceals his adorable essence, to 
permit the divine Intelligences to dive into the 
unfathomable depths of his goodness. 
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And this is the reason why Scripture is so 
rich m splendid images, and speaks witii sm 
amplitude so persnasive, when it represents 
charity as transferred to heaven, and describes 
the rewards which await it there. It repre- 
sents alms as a seed scattered by the righteous 
over the field of eternity, where he wDl 
one day find their harvest : '' He that soweth 
plenteously, shall reap plenteously." They 
are a loan deposited with the Almighty, who 
undertakes to return it with interest t ^* He 
that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord: and look, what he layeth out it shall be 
paid him again/' They are a transfer of capital 
by which better securities are obtained — they 
are fragments recovered from the shipwreck of 
death — ^the realizing of a possession-^mea- 
sengers whom the provident man sends before 
to prepare for his coming — a train which 
follows him — a compensation for the miseries 
of life^ — a body of evidence in his favour — 
an assemblage of titles which will witness for 
hJm before the great Judge. "A cup of cold 
water" ( — ^what a touching expression !)— a cup 
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of cold water is regarded by the son of God as 
a debt which he binds himself to repay. St. 
Paul institutes a comparison between Charity, 
and such gifts and such virtues as are most 
precious and most excellent; and that, in order 
to declare that those gifts and those virtues are 
as nothing in the comparison : " And now 
abideth faith, hope, and charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is Charity." Lastly, 
when our Lord anticipates for an instant, in 
idea, his sitting upon the throne of " the Judge 
of all the earth," he does it in order to place 
at the foot of that throne the choseii object of 
his regard — the charitable man; it is to ad-» 
dress him in these affecting terms : ** I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat : I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me. Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren^ 
ye have done it unto me. Come, ye blessed 
of ray Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world." 

X 2 
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My Brethren, all beyond is concealed by 
a veil which mortal curiosity is not allowed 
to penetrate. In order to follow any further 
the righteous and his reward, it would be 
necessary to have entered with St. Paul, by 
the power of the understanding and the ardour 
of faith, into those untried realms whence none 
hath ever returned; it would be necessary to 
feel as none feel but the blessed ; it would 
be necessary to have the privilege of a ^ew 
revelation. Eternity! thou inestimable trea- 
sure, abyss unfathomable ; thou shoreless 
ocean, thou limitless extent, thou endless du- 
ration ! it suflSceth us to know that thou art 
his. Still he loves ! — with him are the angels 
—the blessed spirits — Jesus ! He beholds 
God face to face. Every moment he com- 
municates> refines, exalts, extends his affec- 
tions. The capacity of his heart, the sphere 
of his tenderness, go on widening in an eternal 
progression. Perhaps, by means we know 
not of, he still assuages the holy thirst which 
consumed him here, — perhaps he is still occu- 
pied IN DOING GOOD ! 
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Now, Christians, let us withdraw our daz- 
zled eyes from gazing on his glory; and b^ 
it permitted me to ask how you are aflfected 
by the picture that has been presented to 
you. We have not been describing, we are 
well convinced, a character unknaVn in this 
Church. Some among you may in this por- 
trait have recognized their own features.— Y^ 
benevolent Disciples of Christ ! may the bles- 
sing of that God whom you represent on earth, 
of your country, and of the afflicted, be upon 
you ! If the enumeration of those delights 
which are dear to you, has glad.dened your 
hearts,— if the hope of those heavenly; plea? 
sures which we have described has lent pew 
vigour to your efforts, then ours are well 
rewarded. Proceed in your noble career. Yet 
go on. with unabated zeal to the attainment 
of the incorruptible crown, followed by our 
benedictions, still unwearied with the diffusion 
of blessings; and may the eye of the Great 
Giver of all good rest upon you for ever. And 
you, Poor, that have seen who are your: real 
friends, may consolation spring up within your 
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souls. Let your gratitude and your industry 
second and support the care of your bene^ 
factors. Let us not, My Brethren, despair of 
happiness, so long as charity exists Bmoag 
ns : let us cherish it in our hearts. Every 
thing incites us to the practice of charity — 
our feelings as men, and our duty as Chris- 
tians. More may be effected than we our- 
selves imagine, if we give ourselves up with 
enthusiasm to the ardour of doing good. Oh, 
you— if any such there be in this assembly 
— ^who were before but imperfectly acquainted 
with this godlike gratification, had I been 
able to add to your happiness^ by inducing 
you to love and cultivate it, — had my feeUe 
arguments, seconded by the divine grace, 
proved the spailc destined to kindle the fire 
of charity in your souls ; — ye affluent, whom 
your conscience perfaa!(>8 even now reproaches 
with having failed to do all the good that it 
has been in your power to do, aind with hav- 
ing been rich, less in good works than in 
splendid meai^, but who are yet enabled to 
remedy this oversight, to correct this error. 
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— had I hoexk able to set h^fotQ ypu a splen- 
dour more desirable than the pomps and luxu- 
ries of opulence, a greatness less dajttling but 
more genuine^ joys less turbulent but more 
substantial ;<-^^ould I have e^bited that 
greatness and those. delights which consist in 
doing good, in colours so attractive as to lead 
you to prefer them before that luxury which 
perverts the application of your riches, which 
stifles Beneficence at its very birth, which, 
by confining the attention exclusively to self, 
engenders a contempt or forgetfulness of the 
poor, and excludes the indigent firom your cal- 
culations of means and plans of expenditure, 
which impoverishes those of narrow income 
by their attempts to rival you, and so mul- 
tiplies the number of the indigent while it 
contracts their resources; — had I been able 
to withdraw you firom the seductions of that 
luxury, but for which, Oh, my country ! thou 
hadst still survived in thy unsullied pros- 
perity, but which now is silently mining be- 
neath thy strength ; — had but I been able to 
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teach you to place your glory in your muni- 
ficence, and to rest your greatness upon the 
multitude of your benefits, — how might we 
have rejoiced in the fruits of this present exer- 
cise of devotion ! O God of love, teach us 
Thyself to resemble Thee ! Amen. 
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SERMON XI. 

ON THE REAL OBSTACLES tO A HOLY 
LIFE. 

L. Feniere. 
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SERMON XI. 

2 Cob. ii. 16. 

Who is sufficient for these things ? 



SUCH was the reflection of St. Paul, upon a 
view of the labours of his apostleship: How 
then shall unassisted individuals like ourselves 
form such an union ynth the Almighty, and with 
his Holy Spirit, as may enable us to dispel 
the clouds of auperstition; to overthrow the 
idols of human passion ; to spread abroad the 
light of truth ; to re-establish the empire of vir- 
tue ; to act as the regenerators of the world ? — 
"Who is sufficient for thesje things?'' 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



316 

Such likewise is the earnest reflection of those 
sincere servants of Christ, who are deeply sen- 
sible of the importance of their duties, and of 
the necessity of their walking uprightly before 
God : " Who is sufficient for these 
THINGS ?" they exclaim, humbly clinging to 
the foot of their Saviour's cross, imploring his 
help, resolved to leave nothing unattempted 
that may insure success. These words, how- 
ever, which , in the mouth of the true believer, 
are expressive of a prudent distrust, and of a 
sincere desire to be supported by divine help, 
are unfortunately perverted by many persons 
into an excuse for sloth, and a pretext for eva- 
ding the performance of their duties. They, 
too, cry out, " Who is sufficient for these 
THINGS ?" but in a sense very different from 
the Apostle — Who is sufficient for the attain- 
ment of ; that exalted virtue, required by the 
Opspel ? We acknowledge the excellence of 
the Christian morality, and would willingly 
follow it; but to this great undertaking, our 
strength is unequal ; we cannot discharge so 
many duties: He who Jxath o^ade us ia ae- 
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quainted with our frailties — upon his mercy 
we cast ourselves. 

To dispel this pernicious illusion which has 
led so many to indulge in habits of sin, is the 
desirable object which we are now about to 
attempt ; and in pursuance of our design, the 
language we shall address to the victims of this 
dangerous error will be of this tenour: God 
has bestowed upon you sufficient strength 
to practise the duties assigned you. If you 
neglect those duties, it is because you fail to do 
all that lies within your power. If you remain 
without alarm on account of your supineness, 
it is because you presumptuously calculate 
upon the divine support; and, without the 
slightest effort to obtain it, slumber in a false 
security. Almighty God ! who by Redemption 
hast exhausted for us the treasuses of thy 
mercy, — ^who hast put into our hands all 
the helps necessary to enable us to attain 
everlasting life, suffer not the seductive lan- 
guage of our passions to lead us out of the path 
of righteousness — to cause us to wander from 
that holiness without which no man shall see 
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the abodes of the blessed ! Enable thy servant 
to dispel every error — thy children to receive 
into their souls the light of tmth ! 

When an earthly potentate, gifted at once 
with consummate wisdom, and with much 
goodness, issues his mandates to his subjects, 
they would deem themselves deficient in the 
veneration due to him, and would justly regard 
themselves as guilty, should they dare to 
charge those commands with severity. Such 
would, at least, be the sentiments of all but 
the most degraded minds : yet do men pre* 
sume to charge with severity The Eternal 
Good, The Supremely Wise 1 For, to com- 
plain of being unable to perform the command^ 
ments of God, is to declare that the laws He 
imposes are too severe. Hence we cannot^ 
without offending the Almighty, assert that we 
are too weak to comply with his siacred ordi*- 
nances. 

We imagine, perhaps, that we shall escape 
his indignation, because we believe that God 
does not mark all that we do amiss ; that it is 
impossible for an habitual neglect of duty to 
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take place, without being Mlowed by the 
divine chastisement. But where have we 
learned that there are any of God's commands 
which we are not bound to obey? Do we noU 
on the contrary, find it written in the Holy 
Scriptures, that He pardons no infirmities but 
those which excite our sorrow — against which 
we nndntain an unceasing struggle ? tiiat he 
pardons no wilful weakness — none which has 
been allowed to degenerate into a habit ? that 
it is in the course of this unceasing struggle 
with sin, that that regeneration is brought 
about, through the merits of the Saviour, and 
under the influence of the Holy' Spirit, upon 
which our forgiveness depends. Do we not 
read in the Holy Scriptures, that we ought 
" to work out our salvation with fear and trem- 
bling'' — that God hates " lukewarmness" — ths^ 
the kingdom of Heaven is to be inherited only 
by those who shall obtain it by ceaselessly 
renewed endeavours ? After declarations such 
as these, on the part of God, "who is not 
a man that^ he should lie, neither the son of 
man that he should repent," it is impossible t9 
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believe that he should pardon habitual sin. 
Consequently, to complain that we are too, 
weak to obey his laws, is, I repeat, to declare 
that the laws he imposes are too severe; to 
harbour doubts respecting the sovereign justice, 
wisdom, and goodness of the Creator: it is to 
incur the guilt of offending Almighty God. 

Let us> after this reflection, let us examine 
our own lives, and see whether we do in reality 
labour under that infirmity, which we allege 
in excuse for our sins. In this examination let 
us discard every consideration of self-love, and 
seek the truth alone. In what I am now, going 
to address to you, you are requested to see 
nothing but the wish I entertain to scrutinize 
with humility my own heart, to ^enlighten 
yours, and conscientiously to discharge the 
ministry with which I am entrusted. 

It is not possible for me, says one, to subdue 
my disposition to anger, and to restrain ray 
habitual temper; I have already exerted my 
efforts for that purpose, but always without 
effect : and yet you know how to suppress your 
feelings of irritation against those whose esteem 
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or whose kindness it is of importance to yoti 
to preserve— before a superior, for instance, 
who would have it in his power to punish your 
bursts of irritation ; or before the public, of 
whose censure you stand in awe. In these 
cases, you show yourself able to put up with 
oflFence, and to moderate the impetuosity of 
your character : how does it happen that it is 
only with the companion of ypur life, with 
your domestics, with your children, that you 
are unable to repress the violence of your 
disposition ? Thus, My Brother, you see, it is 
not the ability which you want, but the will : 
you could amend this vice in you, if you 
would only do for God what you do for the 
world. 

I, says another person, cannot restrain my 
natural tendency to detraction ; I mal^e conti- 
nual but unavailing resolutions; I load myself 
on this account with unceasing reproaches — 
but in vain. True, you are incautious enough 
when the question concerns the reputation of 
your neighbour ; but you know very well how 
to exercise discretion respecting your own; 

Y 
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then, you can stop »hort in your discourse pre* 
cisely at the necessary point, without letting 
a syllable escape which might hare the effect 
of creating the least suspicion unfarourable to 
you. You see. My Brother, it is not the power, 
but the will, which you want: you could 
restrain this inclination, if you would only do 
for God what you do for the world. 

That man, who seems to be incapable of 
overcoming his avarice — who has not resolution 
to open his purse in the cause of charity, when 
there are no witnesses to observe him, he also 
knows how to conquer his infirmity, and to 
offer some little share of his gold to the dis- 
tressed, when the eyes of others are turned 
upon him, and he is in the company of persons 
whom he wishes to please: he could amend 
his vice ; but he does not choose to do that 
for God which he does for the world. 

Yon slave to indolence, also, who, when 
urged to labour, alleges as his excuse an un- 
conquerable slothfulness, is roused into acti- 
vity the moment the love of pleasure seizes 
upon him : he could amend his vice ; but he 
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refuses to do that for God which he does for 
himself. 

And how is it, that we do not choose to 
practise the virtues we can command ? Why 
io we not use in the service of God the ability 
with which his goodness has gifted ns, and 
which we can caH forth when our worldly 
interests are concerned ? How is it, that our 
ability serves us for pursuing our business and 
our pleasures ; whilst, as soon as we are required 
to exert ourselves to please our Maker, we find 
neither power nor resolution ? Because, alas, 
our will is corrupted by sin, by evil habits, by 
carnal desires. We are, nevertheless, inex* 
cusable if we neglect the divine command- 
ments. For when we are beset by temporal 
dangers, without sufficient strength to extricate 
ourselves, what course do we adopt? We 
seek on every side for help- — the child implores 
the protection of the parent, the infirm solicits 
the support of the strong. Why dp we not 
then pursue the same method, in the trials to 
which virtue exposes us? Why decline to 
make use of the aid offered to us by religion, 

Y 2 
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and then begin to allege our incapacity ? It 
cannot be said, that God leaves us to depend 
solely upon our own strength : He has given us 
his Word ; which, if we read it with serious 
attention, cannot fail to endue our minds and 
hearts with strength and fortitude : — He invites 
us to his Temples ; where are laid open to us 
all the means of acquiring religious wisdom. — 
What saving mercies does he set before us 
in the adorable mystery of redemption! By 
exhibiting to us, in our Lord's humiliation, the 
fulfilment of those oracles which announce the 
Messiah, and in his life on earth, a model of 
divine excellence, he affords confirmation to 
our faith ; by teaching us how Christ hath 
suflfered, he presents us with a perfect example 
of wisdom ; by informing us that he hath suf- 
fered for us — for the purpose of redeeming us 
from death — he subjects to a salutary humilia- 
tion that pride which conceals from us and pre- 
vents us from deiploring our misery, cures us of 
that unsettled disposition which so shamefully 
exposes us to falling into sin, instructs us that 
the God of mercies is at the same time a God 
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of justice and holiness ; by teaching us that 
he suffered for us, in order to deliver us from 
eternal death, — that he is ascended into hea- 
ven to intercede for us, and to prepare a place 
for us also ;— He hath mortified in our hearts 
that love of the world which is our destruction, 
and kindled in them that love of God which is 
our salvation. After such abundant mercies, 
he invites us to majee yet further claims upon 
his grace ; unasked he extends his protecting 
hand, for the purpose of raising us above the 
seductions of the world ! And there are those 
— ^nor are they few in number — who, calling 
themselves Christians, yet seem to regard these 
precious benefits with contempt! Seldom do 
they peruse the Holy Scriptures ; they are 
irregular in their attendance in the house of 
God ; when they appear at the Holy Table, it 
is frequently without preparation; they neg- 
lect the sanctifying practice of prayer ; they 
expose themselves to temptation, without im- 
ploring the divine help; and then they com- 
plain of their frailty! . But, My Brethren, 
would you not, in like manner, sink under the 
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ordinary difficulties of life» wew yoa to en- 
counter them with the same presumptuoas 
self-confidence, and ike same ungxiarded radk- 
ness ? I find myself, you say, unequal to the 
discharge of my duties, Gonfessing thereby 
your need of help ; and yet you ask that hdp 
with coldness and indiiFerence— ©ay^notimfire- 
quendy neglect to ask it altogether — of Him, 
from i^om you have a right to expect it 
Creatures of du«t, we are permitted to fly &x 
succour to the Omnipotent — Sinners, the bless- 
ed privilege is ours of calling down tiie help €:£ 
the Most Holy — and we know not, or refuse to 
understand, the value of this benefit, asd to 
avail ourselves of it with thankfulness and 
humility ! — Oh, were it even fkr less certain 
than it is, tlm*t prayer is the means of tnringing 
down upon us the help of Heaven, its eflfect in 
recalling us to a sense of the divine pre^eoace, 
would be salutary, notwithstanding I What is 
ihe Kason why we find virtue difficult ? Why 
do we find our inclinations so hard to subdue ? 
It is, in the first place, because we suffer 4Mir- 
«elves to foi^t dxat ^'the ey^cs of the tord are 
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upon '' us, — it is, because, secondly, we forget 
to implore the aids of bis gracious spirit 

Young man, who make your impetuous pas-- 
sions the subject of complaint, and are con- 
stantly repeating how much it costs you to 
keep the path of virtue, lift up your heart to 
God, ajod you will find strength 1 Remember, 
that in your moments of sinful frailty, when it 
seemed to you impossible to stem the torrent 
of temptation, the unexpected appearance of a 
yirtuous father has sufficed to arm you with 
fortitude ; — ^would you derive less support from 
the presence of your Heayenly Father ? Pray 
to God, — and the sense of his immediate pre- 
sence will of itself supply strength to your 
endeavours ; pray to God, — and you will ob- 
tain the help of his grace! Ah, My Brethren, 
you would need no further conviction of the 
efficacy of prayer, in communicating the 
strenglli necessary to the performan^ee <rf the 
most arduous duties^ had you but accompanied 
us to yon bed of sickness, upon which a 
wretched fis^thi^ has lain for years, wiHi pain 
jand poverty for his companions, encircled by a 
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family to whom he can give neither instruction 
nor even food; who cry to him for bread, 
whilst all that he has to share with them is 
his tears. Unhappy man! yet he is patient 
— for he is accustomed to pray ! never does a 
murmur escape him, — Never is he seen fretful or 
morose, — never known to despond. His every 
word and sentiment is marked by pious resig- 
nation and habitual meekness of disposition. 
We, who went to convey comfort to him, our- 
selves received a salutary lesson; we learned 
what th^ Lord does for those who call upon Him 
in their distress ; we learned what the Christian 
is enabled to do, who relies with cordial faith 
upon Heaven ; we were eye-witnesses of the 
efficacy of the prayers of the righteous, in cal- 
ling down into his soul the strengthening and 
consoling graces of the Holy Spirit. 

Methinks I perceive, in the looks of some 
present, a wish, if it Were allowed them, to 
say : And we have prayed, but without obtain- 
ing; we have supplicated the divine aid in 
temptation, but were left to struggle with our 
weakness; But, have you, before you prayed, 
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been careful to examine your hearts, and to 
search out all your sins ? Then, did you pre- 
sent yourselves before your God, full of grief 
for your errors, humbled by a sense of your 
corruption, animated with an eager desire of 
amendment ? Did you implore the divine help 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, and implore 
it with humility and with earnestness ? Have 
you meantime done all that depended upon 
you, to watch over your passions, and to resist 
the influence of your evil habits ? When the 
object of your supplication has not been granted 
in the first instance, have you still persevered in 
prayer, with resignation and confidence ? This 
is what God requires : if you have not felt thus, 
if you have not used these persevering efforts, 
the reason why you have failed to obtain the 
divine aid is easily understood — you have not 
complied with the terms upon which God has 
promised his grace; you have "not received," 
because, "you have asked amiss." In order to 
obtain help of God, it is necessary to ask ac- 
cording to the^ mode which God prescribes in 
his Word : you have only to make use of that 
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mode, and he will not withhold his merciful 
help, and you will receive strength in your 
weakness. 

I.et us then. My Brethren, cease to urge 
groundless excuses, and to gloss our delin- 
quencies with this illusive pretence: let us 
frankly acknowledge, that, to carry through the 
momentous business of salvation, it is iK)t in 
ability that we are deficient, but in will : we 
allow the world too strong a hold upon our 
affections : our wishes to please God have not 
the zeal and ardour which they should have: 
we are not animatecl by that ardent love of 
God, which his adorable perfections, his affect- 
ing goodness, his unlimited mercy, ought to 
excite in our souls ; the great truths of religion 
possess no attractions for us, and we have no 
more than a faint and ineffective desire to ob- 
serve the laws of the GospeL Here is the real 
source of those pretexts, by which we seek to 
palliate the coldness and slackness of our tibe* 
dience. When our desire to obey the will <rf 
God becomes deep and earnest, we shall dis^ 
cover that his commandments ai^e not haid to 
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fulfil ; when we have really resigned our affec- 
tions to the Saviour, we shall find " his yoke 
easy and his burden light.'^ Let us only love 
God in the degree in which he deserves our 
love — let us dread, beyond all things, his dis- 
pleasure — let us bestow our best and wannest 
affections upon the All -perfect Being, our 
highest Benefactor, our Heavenly Father — let 
us take advantage of the assistance which he 
offers to us in the practice of our duties ; and, 
instead of feeling disposed to complain of the 
difficulties of obedience, we shall experience 
the noble delights of virtue, we shall taste the 
sweetness of piety — the charm of a good con- 
science — the hope of eternal happiness j we 
shall exclaim with the Prophets and the Saints 
of old; Thy law, O God, refiresheth the soul, 
thy precepts rejoice the heart, thy grace is 
made perfect in our infirmity — " We can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth us !'* 
God grant that this blessed state may be ours ! 
Amen. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SERMON Xn. 

CHRIST WASHING HIS DISCIPLES' FEET:— 
A LESSON OF HUMILITY. 

/. El. Cdleri&r. 
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SERMON XII. 



John xiii.l — 16. 

Now before the feast of the passover^ when Jesus knew 
that this hour was come that he should depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved his own wluch were 
in the world, he loved them "Unto the end ; Scc» 



IT is approaching — the awful hour is approach- 
ing, when our Lord must leave this world, and 
go unto his Father; and the Saviour's ac- 
tions and instructions assume a chapcter yet 
more sacred^ In ^is more marked gravity of 
language, in the increased solemnity of his 
actions, and a more touching pathos in the 
subjects of his discourse, we perceive the ap- 
proach of the final scene of his divine ministry. 
One feels, in reading this portion of our Gos- 
pels, that every word which proceeds from the 
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mouth of Christ, every further trace of his 
existence in this world, which he is about to 
redeem by his death, is destined to enlighten 
future generations, and worthy to be engraven 
upon the hearts of his people, with the remem- 
brance of his blood and of his cross. But if 
there be one of these his parting lessons which 
ought to awaken our attention, and attach our 
affections to our Master, it is that which he 
gives us this day. This day, My Brethren, 
the Son of God humbles himself before you, so 
far as to ** take upon him the form of a servant ;" 
this day he attacks the grand enemy of Charity 
—Pride ; and by abasing himself, by stooping 
to the office of a servant, and by '* loving unto 
the end," he overwhelms it with the whole 
weight of his example and of his authority. 
Let us, then, make haste to follow in the steps 
of our Lord, that we may collect his instruc- 
tions; let us enter into that humble abode, 
which conceals Him who is an object of adora- 
tion to angels ; let us mingle in His train with 
his earnest and affectionate disciples. Let us 
contemplate this, amazing lesson, and attend to 
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the miautest circumstances la tlus iietipa of 
Jesus ; while He speaks^ let us lend au attea-^ 
tive ear» and apply his precepts to ourselves : 
this is the order we shall observe intheyu- 
folding of our subject. Let ua, My Bretl^ea, 
draw near to Christ, as we would draw near to 
the death-bed of a venerated par^att, preparifig» 
for the last time^ to set before us our duties 9od, 
bis will ; let us draw near with an huo^ble 
heart and a well*affected mind : Apjpcoacb— the 
Parent whom Death, is about to snatch fr^m ua 
is the Redeemer of mankind ; his last lessons 
are lessons of love and of humility ^ bis death- 
bed is the cross ! 

I. The first object proposed for our attention^ 
is the extraordinary spectacle here set before 
ufi, with the various circumstances th^t belonj^ 
to it. In entering upon so grand a subject* My 
Brethren, we feel impatient to arrive at the 
essential meaniiig of the text. We woujd wil- 
lingly pass over in silence every particular 
merely accessory, did not their Humbert their 
importance, their close connectioflt) wit^ tW 
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leading tact, forbid. Thus, however secondary 
in importance it may appear, we must, in order 
folly to comprehend the action erf our Saviour, 
determine the precise period of the " Supper'^ 
mentioned in the text. Our own opinion is, 
that the meal referred to is the Paschal Supper. 
Some few commentators assert the contrary, 
and thereby detract much from the solemnity 
of our Lord's action. It is im^died, however, 
in the sequel of St. John's narrative, that it was 
the very night on which Christ was betrayed 
that he washed his disciples' feet. This solemn 
and symbolical action appears to be connected 
with the institution of the Lord's Supper, and, 
perhaps, with the contention in which, accord- 
ing to the account of St. Luke, the Apostles 
disputed who among them should be greatest. 
Nor is this all : we think we can discover, in 
the language of the text itself, allusions, more 
or less manifest, to the sacred repast. " Be- 
fore THE FEAST OF THE PaSSOVER, WHEN 

Jesus knew that his hour was come that 
he should depart out of thls world unto 
THE Father, having loved his own which: 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



J 



339 

WERE IS THE WORLD, HE LOVED THEM UNTO THE 

END." What is this mark of love which Jesus 
farther gives ** unto the end," to those whom 
he had always loved ? Shall we not find it to 
be the bread and wine of the new Covenant — 
of which the Apostle makes mention in no other 
place, because his object was, not to repeat 
what had already been related by the other 
Evangelists, but only to supply their omissions? 
To continue : " And suppee being ended" — 
What supper ? St. John had not before spoken 
of any meal, nor of the preparation for any. 
WTiat supper, therefore, is presented to the 
mind of every reader, unless that which is 
related with so much solenmity in the pre- 
ceding Gospels ? It is then, in our opinion, at 
the supper of the Passover — in presence of that 
bread which is broken, and that wine which is 
poured out — that Christ offers this new lesson 
to his disciples. Associated in their memory 
with the idea and the memorial of his death, 
occurring between the supper and the cross, 
it will not fail to leave upon their hearts a deep 
and effectual impression. So far, the precise 
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moment of the action : let its now examine the 
action itself. *' Jesus knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his 
handsy and that he was come from god, 

AND WENT TO God; RISETH FROU SUFFER, AND 
LAID ASIDE HIS GARMENTS, AND TOOK A TOWEL, 
AND GIRDED HIMSELF. AfTER THAT HE POUR* 
ETH WATER INTO A BASON, AND BEGAN TO WAJMl 
fHE DISCIPLES* FEET, AND TO WIPE THEM WITH 
THE TOWEL WHEREWITH HE WAS GIRDED !" — 

Hare we rightly understood. My Brethren? 
«« Jesus, knowing that his Father had giyen all 
things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God, rose from supper, 
laid aside his giarments, and took a towel/' — ^A 
strange association of ideas and circumstances; 
but which recurs ievery i^ere, in the words of 
Jesus and in his actions, in his life and in hk 
death — ^throughout his entire history. It is, 
indeed, the conciousness which the Son g£ God 
had of the surpassing dignity of his nature, and 
the unbounded extent of his authority, thatim*- 
parts force to the lesson he gives us, and that 
determines him to give it. He who was at oiice 
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in " the form of a servant/' and in '^ the form 
of God"~" the Word that was made fleshy- 
transports himself in spirit to that invisible and 
celestial worlds in which he must ere long re- 
sume his abode and his glory. The Redeemer, 
looking back, cont^nplates himself as existing 
in the ages of eternity, before the universe re- 
ceived its beings in the bosom of the Father ; he 
beholds the creation decked in its new-bora 
loveliness, offering its first homage of gladness 
to Him, through whom and for whom all thingsf 
were made ; he beholds the spirits of heaven, 
bending before his throne— seraphim and arch- 
angel uniting in adoration of the Only begotten 
of the Father : — ^Then looking forward along the 
line of future ages, he sees that spiritual and 
heavenly kingdom which the Father hath com- 
mitted to his hands — those accumulated gencf- 
rations of men unenlightened by revelatioq, who 
now invoke his intercession and atonement, and 
come to claim the place which he ** hath pre- 
pared for them in the mansions of bliss ;" he 
hears the iningled voices of Angels, Saints, and 
£lderjs, who join ip '^ singing the song of thef 
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Lamb;" he hears the Hallelujahs of the Re- 
deemed, that without remission succeed each 
other for ever and ever. From a review of this 
two- fold infinity of power, and glory, and 
duration, returning once more to this vale of 
miseries, which he is about to save. He contem- 
plates himself veil^ in perishable flesh, clothed 
with the humblest garb, surrounded by igno- 
rant and sinful men, poorly lodged within the 
guilty walls of Jerusalem; and viewing this 
depth of his abasement, he sees fit to descend 
still lower — Hear! oh. Earth and Heaven ! Dis- 
ciples of Jesus, listcA I He rises firom the table 
— he assumes the attributes of a degrading ser- 
vitude — stoops to perform the meanest duties of 
a slave — He appears at the feet of his Apostles, 
who ** are not worthy so much as to unloose 
the latchet from his own I" 

Oh! what must they have felt who beheld 
then the King of God's people and "the Desire 
of all nations," discharging for them the office 
of a servant ! They perceive, long since, that 
the actions of Christ have an object which some- 
times escapes their unassisted comprehension, 
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,and they wait in silent astonishment and re- 
spect, until he deign to offer an explanation of 
what they are not able to understand; whilst a 
variety of impressions find a place more or less 
deep within their bosoms. Two of the most 
prominent of their number attract attention by 
advancing beyond the rest; — of these, one is 
St. Peter, the most zealous and impetuous of 
the disciples ; the other is that Apostle, whose 
guilty breast conceals a project of monstrous 
criminality — a hideous secret. The Evangelist 
relates the exclamations and reluctance of the 
one — ^with regard to the other, he is wholly 
silent. But it is that very silence which rivets 
my attention upon Judas, and will not permit 
me to withdraw my eyes. At his feet is Christ 
— He touches him with his hands ;— his pene- 
. trating and sorrowful looks encounter the 
traitor's ; — his countenance expresses compas- 
sion—the affectionate and touching melancholy 
of a betrayed benefactor, who yet loves his be- 
trayer, and is ready to die for him ; whilst Judas 
is silent, hardens himself, and persists. Jesus, 
moved no doubt by divine compassion, lets fall 
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a word wtdch, giving tlie perfidious diseiple to 
understand that he penetrates his purpose, 
ought to have Isdd him, as with the stroke of 
lightning, athismaster^s feet — " Ye are clean, 
BtJT Ntyr all:" Judas is silent, hardens himself, 
end still persists! St. Peter shows himself, in 
tlje text, true to his character. Always hur- 
ried away !>y the warmth and vehemence of his 
feelings, zealous but rash, imprudent yet de- 
v^yted, more prompt to fed than to reflect, to 
act than to understand, the Apostle is indigpnant 
at Ae thought of the humiliating office which 
his Lord is preparing to perform for him: — 

^LORD, DOST THOU WASH MY FEET? JbSUS 

answered and said uitto him. What I do 

THOU KNOWEST NOT NOW; BUT THOU SHALT 

KNOW HEREAaTTER." We havo in this reply. 
My Brethren, a principle which it is of impor- 
tance to keep in mind, in the reading of the 
Gospels. Our Saviour not unfrequently ad- 
di^sses himself to the memory only of his 
auditors, in order to impress them with a recol- 
lection of things which their understandmg is to 
embrace upon some foture occasion* Hence his 
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parables, his figurative language, those sym- 
bolical actions calculated to strike the imagina* 
tion of those who, though unable to compre- 
hend them as yet, would be enabled to under^ 
stand them some other time. Our Lord's an^- 
swer to Peter presently after, is an example of 
this. The Apostle, with his usual warmth, 
cries out, without listening to Jesus, " ThoiJ 

SHALT NEVER WASH MY FEET." " Ip I WASli 

THEE NOT," replies the Saviour, *^ thou hast Nd 
PAET with me." In order to prevent the una- 
vailing resistance of the Apostle from interfering 
with the lesson he had to give, our Lord arrests 
his attention, by addressing him in terms which 
were of a nature to produce an impression upon 
him and to subdue his resolution ; whilst, at the 
same time, he impresses upon his mind, and 
upon all those who heard him, or who would 
hereafter read the narrative of St. John, a 
precept of importance with regard to th6 nature 
of that Redemption, by means of which he is 
about to confer salvation upon mankind> to 
wash away the sins of such as receive him for 
their master, and to secure to theman immorta) 
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'' part " with himself, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Struck by the expressions of Christ, but as 
usual, passing without reflection, from one ex- 
treme to another, Peter appears to imagine that 
the washing of his feet was some sacrament, 
some new pledge of salvation and blessedoess: 
" Lord," he instantly replies, " not mt feet 
" only, but also my hanps and my head. 
"Jesus saith to him. He that is washed need- 
." eth not save to wash his feej; but is clean 
" eveey whit ; and ye are clean, but not 
" ALL." In these words our Lord alludes to acus- 
tom among the Jews, of bathing themselves 
before proceeding to a repast, and of again wash- 
ing their feet when arrived at thehouse where the 
entertainment is given; but he at the same time 
corrects his dispiple's mistake, by making him 
understand, that, in order to become clean, in 
the sight of God, a different kind of purification 
is required from that whjich he solicits — a puri^ 
fication which those amopg the Apostles already 
enjoy, who possess a genuine faith in their 
Master, and a heart devoted to his service. 
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Peter continues silent : the " Son of man rises ;" 
all eyes are fixed uponhim^ whilst the Apostles 
wait, silent but impatient, until^ having taken 
off his servile vestments, and again become 
their Lord, he vouchsafe to explain an action so 
fweign to their notions. In this variety of 
extraordinary circumstances — the Son of God 
and King of Israel become their servant — the 
bread and wine — the towel, the bason, the 
blood, and death — there is something repugnant 
to all their ideas, something which eludes their 
comprehension, and baffles their limited capa- 
cities. 

And you. My Brethren, whilst this spectacle 
is presented to you, you likewise fix your at- 
tention upon Christ, with secret dissatisfaction ; 
and inquire to what end he stooped so low. 
To what end, to what end, you ask with 
arrogant murmurs, scandalized perhaps at 
your Lord's humiliation — to what end this 
extreme debasement? — ^Why this subjection of 
himself to vile and disgusting employments? 
Wherefore should a divine Being delight in 
humiliating at once the human nature and the 
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majesty of heaven ? Wherefore, proud mortal? 
to confound and to convert thee! Listea, 
Christians, to your Saviour: "Ye call me 
" Master and Lokd : and te say well ; fob 
'* so I AM. If I then have washed toub 

** FEET ; YE OUGHT ALSO TO WASH ONE ANO* 

** ther's feet* For I have given you an 

*' EXAMPLE, THAT YE SHOULD DO AS I HAVE 

*' PONE TO YOU. Verily, verily,! say unto 

"YOU, THE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN 

" HIS Lord, n^bither he that is sent greater 
" THAN he that SENT HIM." Let US meditate 
upon this lesson, with reference to our owii 
conduct; and let us bring to the task the most 
earnest efforts of attention, and the sincerest 
reverence. 

II. " Ye ought also to ivash one ano- 
ther's FEET.'* What is the import of this 
lesson ? Reflect for an instant, My Brethr^, 
upon the spirit and leading features of the Cros- 
pel morality, and you will understand withoiyt 
difficulty the design of our Saviour. '' hare 
one another"---8ttch is the new commandmeiit» 
the badge of Christ's disciples, the sum of his 
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morality. To unite, by a strong tie of bene- 
volence and love, those who are subject to the 
same sorrows, misfortunes, and hopes, is one of 
the objects proposed. by the Almighty in the 
revelation of Christianity to the world. But 
tiiis first of virtues, charity, meets with a for- 
mijiable enemy in our corrupt dispositions: 
that enemy is Pride, which, latent in every 
bosom, exercising more or less its powerful in- 
fluence on all, enfeebles and chokes the growth 
of love. Charity would asmciate men toge- 
tiber— Pride keeps them apart ; Charity reminds 
us of what we owe to them— Pride, of what 
they owe to us; Charity directs our attentioa 
to their virtues — Pride, to their failings; Charity 
makes us kind and indulgent^— Pride* selfish^ 
and consequently severe. Hence he who was 
''meek and lowly in heart," declares himself 
the unsparing antagonist of pride ; and appears 
neiverto use severity but in order to condemn it. 
He reproves and threatens it in his parables; he 
fulminates against it in the hypocritical scribes 
of Jerusalem ; he crucifies it with himself on 
Calvary. But this is not enough : it is neces* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



350 

sary to inspire a hatred of it ; to exhibit it as 
the height of folly, and an absurdity at once 
odious and contemptible in a disciple of Christ. 
He, the Prince of Life, the Head of the Church, 
the Judge of mankind, the Sovereign of the 
universe — proceeds to humble himself, to reduce 
himself to the meanest condition, to put to 
shame the presumptuous disciple who should 
dare to stand up in defence of pretensions 
which his master has trampled under foot. He 
proceeds to degrade himself before his inferiors ; 
and by his example to instruct them, that, in 
the eyes of him who loves his neighbour as 
himself, there are neither high nor low, nor 
immunities nor degrees, — that for the Christian 
there are only services to render, love to 
manifest, humility to put on, the most benefit 
cent of masters to imitate. He takes a towel — 
he pours out water — he washes his disciples- 
feet, and says: " If I, then, your Lord and 
" Master, have washed your feet, ye also 
*^ ought to wash one another*s feet." You 
understand this^ My Brethen — you understand 
this* ^ It is humility, the source of love — humi* 
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Jity in its application to the relations of society 
— humility, that teaches us to love and to mi- 
nister to others, by teaching us to humble 
ourselves when charity requires — this it is 
which is enforced in this action of Christ, and 
which forms. Consequently, the object of this 
discourse. Christ instructs you, sometimes ta 
forget yourselves that you may think of others ; 
iM>t to contend among yourselves who shall be 
the greatest in the kingdom of the Messiah, 
but to seek to become so by obedience and love. 
It is the will of Christ, that the first feeling of 
your hearts, and the first want in your relations 
with each other, should be, not the wish to 
seize upon the place which you consider due to 
you, but the love of peace and of your brethren. 
It is his will, then, that, in the business of 
life, you should be seen cultivating kindness 
and peace; ready, as occasion offers, to make 
the first advance in the intercourse with those 
beneath you; not to be strict in exacting your 
claims; and. in particular to i^un all occasion 
of dissension. It is his will, that you never 
seek to dazzle, to domineer, to outshine others; 
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but to study to exalt their good qualities, and 
occasionally to contrast them with your own fail- 
ings. It is his will, that youavoidno less unjustly 
to depreciate others, than you usually avoid 
doing an injury to yourselves. It is his will, 
that, instead of being vexed at witnessing the 
superiority of those whom society or Providence 
have stationed above you, you should acknow- 
ledge that superiority with readiness and with-* 
out jealousy; and submit to it with good will, 
as one of the conditions of the existence to 
which God has called you. It is, i/x short, his 
will, that you should conduct yourselves with 
humility towards God, and, if need be, towards 
your brethren; in order to do them service, and 
to promote unanimity. — Such is the lesson 
which Christ gives you this day ; you canndt 
but understand it; and against a lesson so posi- 
tive and forcible, no pretext nor illusion can 
avail. You may shut your hearts against it, 
but you cannot misunderstand it. Oh,, how 
necessary is such a lesson in this vain-glorious 
age, when the degenerate Church of Christ has 
almost entirely lost that '* ornament of a me^ 
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spirit," with which her Lord rejoiced to seel 
her decked — when the Christian, far from 
resembling, in mildness and simplicity, the 
*' little children of whom is the kingdom of 
heaven," and from sacrificing his self-love to the 
love of his brother, loo often makes Charity 
herself the handmaid of pride! Yes, My 
Brethren, it cannot be denied, and must be told 
— told honestly, though with regret — ^that this 
evil is the characteristic of our times, and, it 
may be, to a certain extent of our Church. 
We have charity, but rarely the charity which 
is victorious over pride. We have the charity 
which gives — that which confers obligations — 
even that which abounds in zeal; but rarely 
that which puts up patiently with an afiront or a 
neglect. We show ourselves zealous in confer- 
ring favours upon our inferiors ; but we love to 
recollect the distance which separates us. We 
*' love those who love us'* — occasionally even we 
can forgive ingratitude ; but hardly ever do we 
pardon them who have overlooked our claims, 
or wounded our pride. With us, charity con- 
soles the afflicted, gives birth to numberless 

2a 
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patriotic and beneficart institutioOB^ seelcs out 
mtd alleviates every species of distress; but it 
does not prevent dissentions— ^it does uot stifle 
resentments— it does not leconcile kindred a;nd 
neighbours. It does not enable i|s to b^ ^th 
mildness those wlu> dare, to tell us the trutfau 
It is wanting in humility, Oh, My S^rethrenl 
I coiyme you, by the mom^tousn^sss of this 
subject, by the grand and a£Ee^tmg recoUeetipiUL 
to which it gives rise, by your salvation an4. 
the improveipeM of your souls, he^r me whiJe 
I exhort you to the ^tvdy of yourselves! it 
is not far off, it is not in a foreign land^ it is not 
among the. foes of religion, or Ibe^ves <tf th<i 
passions, that we wUl point f>ut to you eri-. 
deuces of the existence of that evil which Chcifrt; 
condemns ; it is among, us, among belieyei;b: 
themselves. Why is it, that we so oft^ we men 
esteemed for their virtues, whose. pr^ioQS life 
had been uniformly rational and considerate,' 
suddenly adppt a very difGerent line of conduct, 
and so fair forget themselves, a% to be remarkafa^ 
for their . disregard of those vary duties and 
dec^encies, and that charity, of the observance 
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of which they had hithertQ been strikiog 
examples ? Why, but - because somethiug has[ 
diocked their self-love, aud laid opepi thi^ 
extent of its fearful empire oyer them?. IBfe*' 
cause such men, though just and charitable ^y 
nature, had never learned of Jesus to, l>e i^eek 
and lowly in heart. Whe^ ia it that discgrd 
in a neighbourhood, or divisions iq a family^ 
are difficult to ^eal? . In what cases is re<^onci- 
liation to be despaired of, rq^Otments to bf 
deemed immortal, and the scandal of litigation 
interminable ? 1% is not so : mucb -w^en- men^s 
interests ar$ endangered, as whei^ their ^If-lfpre 
is wounded — a principle, nwre;^ powerful^ ^en 
than the ties of bloody, and the affeotjpns.of th^ 
heart. Whence arises that disposition to dis- 
trust and suspept , tlpiefr sup^pi^S| aiujl^.th^ 
refusal to extend th^ same justice to* ih^prfi 
which th^y wpu|d not deny to persons Qf their 
own rank, which are so common among the 
lower classes ? Whence comes the suspicion 
which they so readily evince, that the motive? 
of those whom Providence has placed above 
them, are interested, their purposes calculated 
2 a2 
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to gratify their own contempt, and to mortify 
and overbear their inferiors? It comes from 
wounded pride ; which will not allow them to 
judge impartially. Why is it so delicate a 
thing to advise, even where the utility of ad- 
vising would be certain, and the right to it 
incontestable? Why is it, that, merely for want 
of being able to render the truth palatable to 
him whom it concerns, and to whom it is of 
importance, is one obliged to wink at so many 
abuses, to allow so many serious affairs to go 
wrong, to suppress so many salutary counsels ? 
Why are the simplest and most obvious admo- 
nitions of the truth, often rejected with indig- 
nation and rudeness, by those whose best 
course would have be^n to listen to them with 
docility, and to turp them to profit? Why is 
fraternal reproof, among us, a thing, in one word, 
impossible? Why is the exercise of the mi- 
nistry in a manner confined to the pulpit and 
to the poor ; and why do they, whose office it is 
to take care of men's souls, find themselves al- 
most excluded firom giving advice, exhortation, 
and reproof, to him who is wandering from the 
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right way, and to whom such aid would fre- 
quently be of incalculable benefit? It is 
because our overgrown self-love no longer 
allows us to lend a patient hearing to truths 
which give us pain, but is offended by them, 
whatever care may have been taken by the 
charity of the adviser to soften them down ; 
because, so far from contributing to our amend- 
ment, they often only tend to blind us more, 
and to thrust . us further on in the destructive 
path whence they were meant to recall us: we 
make poison of medicine, and never allow the 
physician to administer it but with dread. — 
You yourself— you, My Brother, who are per- 
haps at this moment disposed to accuse me of 
drawing an exaggerated picture, allow me to 
examine your own heart, and consent to join 
with me in the scrutiny. Call to mind your 
conduct, the inmost sentiments of your bosom ; 
the opinions, comparisons, and wishes, which 
are at times suggested to you by the thought 
of your connections, . your neighbours, your 
relations — and judge yourself. Would you 
WASH THE FEET of your iufcriors — that is. 
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would you, in order to serve them, overlook 
tile distance which separates you ? Would it 
not v^ you, to see them or others forgetting 
it f Would you listen wilh patiaice to the 
harsh but jnht advice of your equals? Do 
you frankly^ end honestly admit the superiority 
of those who are bettear than you t Or rather, 
would not self-love, concealed in every secret 
pfissage of your heart, find means,^ in all these 
oases^ to pervert your judgment, to diai^ the 
figure and the distance- of every object that 
surrounds you, and. to urge you on perhaps to 
some violent step, disgraceful to you and to 
yis^r religion? - Alast Alste! need I wait for a 
l^ply^ oris there one among us wha recognises 
not lumself ip this picture f Yet do we crfl 
ettiiselveei GhristiaBiB,/neverthele8s>> «md really 
4)unkMhat we )pye on^. another^ andr imitate 
Jqsus jr-ltftj^y 9tiU> if^we do not lake pkasiuie 
i|i i9Xir pri^Ci land deek it out. in tl^e att»ctions 
of .Sji^me bigh;$oun4ing name; not perceiving 
T-HW> blu^ded {ire we;lr^tbal> under eyery. point 
of yi^w, its absurdity jamd^ hj^ulnem are 
jwai^est ; > whejther cQusidked ¥^th ; .refexenoe 
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to God or man, to tl^ aatnral state of thkig$^ 
Of to the Cxospel^ to the present life or the 
ftttwe, to doty or to mteretrt. By haw m9Ay 
argomentls^ might we eonTiaee you of this J 
We Midd demonstrate to you, diat this want 
<tf faumiility in the yarious retoytions pf l]f6>> 
makes youlr entire coiirse t&rongb it rugged 
and thorny; that it is sm n^ury done to 
society at ko^^o^a source of eviH public and 
private* We could'teil you/tlmt it makes yoo 
mean and ndicukmski the eyes of men, and 
ia productive of an effect precisely <Hmtrary 
to^^t whidi we loc^ for: We coutdbold up 
to your ad^itation the d^mfied ^diaracter of 
the true Christie ; who,^ uifitiiig humility Vitb 
diarity/and i^uperior to ali the littlenesses of 
self-lovUy shows hhnself great^because he is 
maple, because he- is ingenuot^, because he is 
ind^fSBSrefiit to self, beodh:ise he is not stibjectto 
irritaftion, beciitise he <*thiriketh *o evil,*' be-^^ 
dbuse he 'exc«isie6 every thing— hdpes every 
tMJigf— endutes ^Very thingi W* could draw 
^ve delightful )^tu)reof a ccMOimlinity, Who^ 
memberi^ hare Ifearhed, Ih' bbediebce to Uie 
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precepts of Christiaiiity, to subdue their 
haughty tempers, and to look upon all men at 
all times as brethren ; we could paint to you 
the most opposite conditions in such a com* 
munity, connected by confidence and love— 
charity, public spirit, patriotism, displayed 
with new and irresistible energy — subordination 
maintained — abuses prevented — ^improvement 
facilitated-^the state prosperous—- families 
united^, and individuals happy. But, unanswer- 
able as such arguments would be, we cannot 
produce them now — a spectacle, at once too 
affecting and too solemn, is bdbre our eyes, 
and excludes the aid of ^1 sooondiury argument 
and every appeal to human motives. 

Jesus— the example of Jesus — ^it is this which 
is to-day presented to us, and which claims imr 
undivided thoughts ! Jesus— his actions — ^his 
discourses — his life,— here is matter enough to 
cover us with shame ! You who call yourselves 
his disciples, and who yet behave towards each 
other with harshness and with pride* to what 
page can you turn in the; Gospel of Christ, in 
which his e:^ainple does not give you cause to 
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blush ? Is it possible that you can follow him 
thrGTugh this vale of tears— the theatre at once 
of his degradations and his grandeur-^without 
having your eyes opened to perceive your own 
folly ?— Is your attention. attracted to his birth? 
Enter then bcQeath the humble roof at Bethle- 
hem — contemplate that manger, the cradle of 
the King of God's Church, come to visit his 
Empire, those simple men who present to. the 
monarch the first fruits of his subjects' homage, 
— behold the attributes of obscurity and humili- 
ation which decorate his palace, and listen to 
that voice which saith. to you : '* The sBil^ANT 

IS i NOT GREATER THAN HIS LoRD ; NEIT^^R HE 
THAT IS * SENT OREATER THAN HlE THAT SENT 

HIM." ' Would you behold a far different Spec- 
tacle? Go up into Mount Tabor; and see him 
there enveloped in the divine glory — it is no 
more the carpenter's son, who is praying there, 
but the Son of God, surrounded by the glory of 
his " Father who is in Heaven." The spirits 
of just men glorified appear with him — they pay 
him homage— they celebrate his deeds. But 
what is thai triumph of their Lord, which they 
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JWid«r|faafcjj«fiw4e»; )attd by jllK«sr{mtth]^ n» 
m^mtA of Gfamt'a msmBi&gmUei.s^^ 

•ytfbtOi dialne'th^ihiiigilitjr dmt|^ wlm abosld 

1»W^ f^M!^ul iOt^&^iA^ jipfmvqki cfiidgfittmt; 
i^^^? <* Jf^owufih 96 yt\h»e.^dDiieit vote 
«ie^" >Qiitiiougbl)Q8sbeiitgs:tlmtwQ'anK^ 
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h^ste him! Now, Christians^ are your eyes 
open? Do ycm begin to understand the Scrip- 
tures ? Do you begin to perceive the worth ci 
youv prkle, and the unbecdnungnefis and foUy of 
itinadiscipteo£Ghiist? Well — the lessmir does 
m>t close here: something yet remkins. V^ 
your eyes once more upon ihb Saviour ; and, in 
imagii&tion, strip off from him that terrible 
^^teAdour: T^othe him withmdi^tal flesh; re- 
move his throne of glory ; think that you are 
at Jerusalem— in the ^' upper room'' where he 
celebrated die Passover. He appears before 
you, in the attitude of one who serves, and 
witfi tiie attributes^of a mean and despised con- 
ditipn-~the water, the towel, Uie bason; — he 
washes your feet, and says — ** I give rou ak 

msUiiilPLB THAT TJS SfiOULP DO AS I HAVB BO^X 

7Q xa;cj/' And is this satne man the Son of 
€(odi* Is h6 your King ! And does he dio for 
yoii-rand to-nkonrow, p^hapis, will bring you 
to judgm^t! Ah,, now let your heart be 
smUten-rrnow let shame abd ^onlvsipn cov^ 
Y^nr fiice ! Vow, then, to your Saviour, pro/B- 
Uate before him in the du9t^ to tftirug^^i^ witfi 
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this hatefbl Pride — to lay aside your preten- 
isions, your rights, your demands, and for his 
sake to be ready to serve, to forgive, to love — 
to stoop, if need be, to the performance of 
duties to a proud heart the least endurable. 

It is impossible^ My Brethren, — I cannot 
but conclude it impossible, — that reflections 
such as these, howsoever presented to you, should 
not produce some imprei^sion upon your hearts. 
But, alas ! for frail and changeful creatures like 
ourselves, something more is required than to 
feel, to resolve, to wish. It would be neces- 
sary, if it were possible, to find some mode of 
giving permanency to those impressions, — of 
renewing them at stated periods with that vigour 
of which time may have deprived them. Now, 
such a niiode. My Brethren, we have pointed 
out to you, in the conclusion of the present 
discourse — or rather Jesus himself offers it to 
you in the text of this day. It is this : Connect 
together in your minds the recollection of what 
Christ was desirous to impress upon them, 
at once — his death, and the example of his 
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humility ; tind let the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, while it reminds you of Jesus on thef 
Cross, remiftd you likewise of Jesus washing^ 
his Apostles* feet. At solemn intervals, the 
Church assembles her children, and distributes 
to them the bread of life. For this holy ser- 
vice you prepare yourselves, by some days of 
seclusion — by some hours, at least, of pioui^ 
meditation. Think then — think at those times, 
of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples; 
think of the dying command he leaves you ; 
think of the offences to the commission of which 
you have been led by Pride — of the efforts you 
ought to make to atone for them — of the man- 
ner in which you ought to guard against them 
for the future. The hour is come — the hallow-, 
ed bell tolls — the sacramental words are uttered 
— ^you rise with emotion, and, with pious awe, 
you cross the sanctuary, in order to take your 
place at this banquet of love. 

Now, then, think again of Jesus washing his 
disciples' feet ; think that those Christians, high 
and low, rich and poor, who surround you, 
and in whose company you approach the Holy 
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TMe, afe all yoiir brethren; that the regard 
of the Supreme Judge constitutes the only 
difference between them and you; apd tlkt 
that assemblage of repentant sinners, who sup- 
plicate togethw the same God, and share in the 
same sacrament, at the foot of tiif^ same^ throne 
of grace, ought, like their fiptt predecessors in 
thefitith, to be of one heart and one mindi 

You are now belbre the Sacred Table,-r-the 
pledges of God's infinite love ar^iipon ypujrlipa 
— ^the eyes of the 4^1mighty rest uppnyou-^h0 
saared vow is pronounced. Now^ think agaiii„ 
that this vow made to Jesust-7to J^us wash* 
ing his disciples' fe^t-ris^th^ oath of love «nd 
ctf humility. Think how to drive away from 
your bosoms that pride which would poison 
your souls, and cause you to *'eat<and:.dril^ 
your own condemnation.^ Thinks at t^ so- 
lemn moment, think after the saor^^.nt^^ 
think, in short, as often as this awful sacrament 
comes to excite the^motions of your souls, or 
to occupy your thoug^ti^ — ^thii^ of ^^Ujs wash- 
ing HIS disciples' f££t; and so shall you 
learn of him to put on the meek and tend^ 
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afections of the true believer. Thi|8 let us« 
frail and inconstant creatures — ^a melancholy 
union of changefiilness and feelings of meanness 
and of pride, of selfishness and love— -let us 
thus collet and concentrate together every re- 
membrance and every connected thought, ths^ 
can tend to promote in us a temper of meek- 
ness and humility ! 

O, blessed symbol^ of the lord's supper^ 
simple and sublime memorials m the affecting 
humility of my Saviour 1 Awakefi in our inmost 
«ouls that warmth of feelings of gratitude, and 
love, which, raising us, in the concerns of daily 
life, above our habitual indifferenbe, sometimes 
renders us capable of a general devotedness, 
and a noUe self-sacrifice. — ^And Thou> the Su- 
preme God, Thou who, in thy invisible onmi- 
potence, attendest us at the table of thy Son, 
to save or to punish, — Thou, whose voice we 
are now about to hear there, and who speakest 
to us even at this time, show forth in us thy 
power, and enable us to viralk as Christ himself 
hath walked 1 Amen. 

FINIS. 
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